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THE 

PREFACE. 

I HAVE often vonder'd, that a 
Country fituated almoft in the 
Middle o£ Europe, as Snuitxer* 
land is, fhould be fo little khovn, 
that not only the Generality of Peo-, 
Vple have fcarce any Idea of it, but 
§that even /bme Men bred up to Fo- 
reign Affairs, hardly knov the Names 
of the feveral Cantons, or of That 
Religion they are. 

1 cannot impute this general Ig- 
norance of the Country, to the Con- 
tempt many People have for it, but 
muft rather attribute their Contempt 
to their Ignorance of it; flnce thofe 
vho are acquainted with the Stvit- 
zers, know that they have no (mall In- 

A % fluence 



The PREFACE. 

*Wc on tte Alto of E/rr^, :* 
veil by their Situation between the 
Empire, France ami Italy, as by their 
Warlike Genius - t and it is certain, 
that the7fo«^&,who Enow them belt, 
court them m6ft. 

It feems therefore moft reafbnable 
to afcribe the little Knowledge Stran- 
gers have of this Country, chiefly ta 
the Want of good Writers, who were 
thoroughly acquainted with the Hi- 
ftory and Governments of this People. 

Sintkr,zn. Author of Zurich, is tile 
beft of them that I have yet heard 
of. He is very particular in the 
Defcfiption of the Country, and of 
their ^Governments, as they were E- 
ftabliihed in his Time ; but befides, 
that he gives fcarce any Account of 
the Strfte of the Cantons, before their 
Revolt from the HOufe of Auflria, 
both the Face of the Country, and 
their Forms of Government, have 
undergone fuch Changes fince he 

writ, 
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•vih, that his Book Cannot give the 
Reader a true Notitfn of their Pre- 
sent State. 

Plantin of Laufahne is another 
Author, who writ a Hiftory of Swit- 
zerland about threefcore Years a- 
go;butit may more properly be cal- 
led an Extract of Simler and Sta- 
ffer's Chronicle tranflated intoFrench, 
than a new Work 5 (o that having 
the feme Defect as his Originals, he 
can give no greater Light to a Mo- 
dern Reader, than thole, from whom 
he borrowed it. 

Several others have alfo written 
oh this Subject in the German Lan- 
guage 5 but befides that they are li- 
able to the fame Objections as the 
former, their Works are in a Tongue 
which is not generally under flood, 
and therefore cannot be of general 
Ufe. 

There is indeed an Account of 
Switzerland, written few Years ago 

by 
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by a Rcfident of Venice, who lived 
Come time in the Country. This 
Gentleman has -without doubt Ta- 
lents fuperior to a Work of this Na- 
ture j yet, for Reafotis bed known to 
him fel£ the Remarks he has Pub- 
lifhed, are lb general, that they Till 
not fatisfie a curious Enquirer. 

Finding therefore, that there is no 
diftind Account yet extant of the 
Modern State of this Country, I 
thought it might be worth while, to 
.publifh the Obfervations 1 made upon 
it, while I lived there, both to make 
it better known to us, and to re- 
move fbme Prejudices, which are ta- 
ken upon Truft from other Nati- 
ons, and have no real Foundation. 

The Duty of my Employment 
obliged me to be inquifitivej and a 
Rcfidence of above eight Years has 
afforded me fiifficient Opportunities 
of informing my felf fully about it; 
however 1 am far from thinking, that 

nothing 
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nothing worthy Remark has elcap'd 
my Obfervation. I am fatisfy'd, that it 
is very difficult for a Stranger, to dis- 
cover all that is remarkable in any 
Country, and perhaps as hard to treat 
of fo many different Subjects, vith 
fuch Care, as to omit nothing that is 
Material ; at lead I am not vain c- 
nough, to fancy this Work is brougjbt 
to fo great a Degree of Perfe&ion* 
AH that I can fay on that Subject is, 
that I have ufcd my utmoft Endea- 
vours to be exaft in * the Matters I 
treat df, and flatter my felf, chat I 
have given a more compleat View of 
the Preterit State of that People, and 
their Governments, than any Au- 
thor that has yet vrit of them. 
At leaft, I hope that my Attempt, 
▼ill produce fo good an Effect, as to 
incite Tome abler Pen to re&ifie my 
Miftakes, and to give the World a 
more finifhed Account of this Coun- 
try, 

THE 
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CHAP, h 
bf the Situation of Switzerland. 

[THE Country now poflif- 
I fed by the Switsxrs, the 
Grifons and their other 
Allies, is properly fituated 
J between the Territories 
of the Empire and of France; being 
bounded on the Eaft by the County 
of Tyrol; on the Weft by the County 
of Burgundy or Franche Comti\ on 
the North by that Part of Alfttia cal- 
led the Suntgawj the BUuk-Fortfii 
and part of the Circle cf Simbia % and 
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Of the Situation Chap, I. 

on the South by the Dutchy of «SW- 
voy, the Valley of Aoft* the Dutchy 
of Milan , and the Provinces of Ber*> 
l*mo and Brefcia, all which make the 
Southern Border of that Country. 
It extends it felf in the greateft Breadth 
near two Degrees of Latitude, reach- 
ing from forty five Degrees and three 
Quarters, to above forty feven and an 
half, and about four Degrees and an 
half of Longitude ; by which Calcu- 
lation its Length will be about two 
hundred and feventy Englijh Miles, 
and its Breadth above an hundred. It 
was called Helvetia by the ancient 
Romans* and ftill retains the fame 
Name in Italian ; tho' Parcels of fome 
Provinces of Italy and of Gaul are 
now annex'd to it, which certainly 
were not included in the ancient HeU 
vtti&y according to its Limits fee 
down by Gsefar in his Commentary. 

In marking the Boundaries of this 
Country, I have included thofe of 
the Grtfins and of the Vakfians : How- 
ever my prefent Obfervations fliall be 
confined to the Thirteen Cantons pro* 
perly fo called, defigning to give a 
feparate Account of the Grifons* and 
Of their other Allies. 

Switxer- 
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Switzerland is feparated not only 
from its Neighbours, but almoft eve- 
ry Canton from each other, by Rid- 
ges of Mountains, which ferve them 
equally for natural Boundaries and For- 
tifications ; and it is particularly divi- 
ded from Italy by fuch a long Chain 
of Alps, that there is no paffing from 
one Country to the other without crof- 
fing one of them. There are but four 
of thefe Mountains, by which one can 
pafs from Switzerland into Italy, or at 
lead no more that have beaten Roads 
commonly ufed by Travellers. One 
is the Mount Cents, by which one 
paflfes into Piedmont thro* Savoy. The 
fecond is St. Bernard, which (lands 
between the Country called the Lower 
Valais, and the Valley of Aoft. The 
third is the Samp ion, or Samp Ion, fitu- 
ate between the Vpper Valais, and the 
Valley of OJfola in the Milanefe. And 
the Fourth is the St. Godard, which 
leads from the Canton of Vry to Bel* 
linzona, and the other Swtfs Ballia- 
ges in Italy, which were formerly part 
of the Milanefe. 

But tho' this Country be well known 
to be a mountainous one, they 
are very much miftaken, who fancy 

B x their 



Of the Situation Chap. L 

their Mountains are naked Rocks, like 
thofe of Genoa : They are fo different, 
that tho' the greatelt Part of them be 
covered with Snow during the Win- 
ter, yet there are few that are barren; 
moil of them afford good Pafture all 
the Summer, even to the Tops of them, 
for vaft Multitudes of Cattle ; and in 
fome Places one fees Corn grow, 
where one would think the Ground 
too fteep for Men to climb up, and 
the Air too fliarp to allow the Corn 
to ripen. 

This is the Condition of the moft 
Mountainous Parrs of Switzerland** but 
there are others rather Hilly than 
Mountainous ; and fome where one 
finds great Trafts of plain Cham- 
pain Country. The County of^4r- 
gau in the Canton of Berne y is a flat 
Corn Country; and that which lyes 
between Mouldon and Morat in the 
Tais de Vaud> is equally fertile, and 
affords a much gayer Profpeft. I 
mention thefe two Plains as the moft 
beautiful Parts of the Canton of Berne* 
tho' one may juftly fay, that more than 
two Thirds of that Canton in general 
is good Country, and produces Corn, 
not only in furficient Quantity for its 

la- 



Chap. L of Switzerland. 5 

Inhabitants, but alfo in a great Meafure 
to fupply its Neighbours The Can- 
tons of Zurich* Soleurre and Fribourg, 
produce like wife good Quantities of 
Corn, as well as the little ones of Ba+ 
;&i/and Schaffhaufen* and may be cal- 
led the Plains of Switzerland, if com- 
pared with the other Cantons. How- 
ever it muft be confefs'd, that even 
in thefe Cantons, generally fpeaking, 
the Soil is ftony and ungrateful, fo 
that what the Inhabitants get out of it, 
is owing meerly to their Labour ; and 
as Neceffity begets Induftry, fo, I be- 
lieve, it has made the Switzers the a- 
bleft Husbandmen in Europe. 

In the other Cantons indeed, which 
are Lucerne, Vry, Schwitz, Vnder~ 
wald,Zug 9 GUris and Appenzell> they 
have not Corn enough of their own 
Growth for the Ufe of their Inhabi- 
tants, and in fome of them none at 
all $ however the Surplus, that the o* 
ther Cantons produce, would be able 
to fupply the Want of it in thefe, if 
they could always .reap in Proportion 
to what they fow. But the Mountains 
that furround them, are fuch Mag^ 
zines of Rain, Hail and Tempefts, that 
fhf Fruits of the Earth are frequently 

B } Waited 



Of the Situation Chap. I. 

blafted by Storms, or chilled by cold 
Rains ; fo that their Harvefts are of* 
ten bad, and fometimes totally fail. 
For this Reafon it is, that Switzerland 
is every Year forc'd to buy more or 
lefs Corn of its Neighbours, and to 
ereft Magazines of it in moft of their 
Balliages, that they may be provided 
againit a Dearth, and be able to fup* 
ply the poorer fort of People with it 
at a moderate Price. 

Switzerland affords all Sorts of Cattle 
in fo great Numbers, that they are able 
to furnifh their Neighbours with them ; 
and they are fo good in their Kinds* 
that the Vent of them makes the moft 
beneficial Branch of their Trade. It 
abounds like wife with all Sorts of tame 
and wild Fowl, which latter being 
bred in the Mountains, have a richer 
Tafte than thofe of the flat Countries. 
I may fay the fame of their Venifon, 
under which general Name they com- 
prehend wild Boars, as well as Stags 
and Deer, befides fome others of the 
Wild-Goat kind, which are not known 
to us, fuch as Bouquet ins and Cha~ 
mots, of whofe Skin is made the Lea- 
ther which we call Shammy. 

This 
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This Country produces feveral Sorts 
of Wine, particularly two, which are 
equally palatable ana wholefome ; one 
of white, which grows in the Tats de 
Vaud upon the Banks or Coaft of the 
Lake of Geneva, from whence it is 
called Vin de la Cdte, and another of 
Red, which grows in the County of 
Neufchatel. The white is neither too 
fpirituous, nor too weak or acid, but 
when it is made in good Years, is an 
excellent Table-Wine, and improves 
by keeping. The Red has fomething 
of the Tafte of Burgundy, but cannot 
come up to the Delicacy of the choi- 
<seft Sorts. They make likewife Wine 
in the Cantons of Zurich, Schaffhaufen 
and other Places, which the Inha- 
bitants drink with Pleafure, but the 
Generality of Strangers reckon them 
little better than Verjuice. If the Vine- 
yards of this Country were not fo of- 
ten blighted by diforderly Seafons, 
they would produce Wine enough 
for all the Inhabitants; but thofe 
Difafters are fo frequent, that great 
Numbers of the common People are 
forced to content themfelyes with bad 
Beer,. 

i 
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Of the Situation Chap, I, 

Tt is believed, that this Country i$ 
much the higheft of any Part of Eu T 
ropey and two Reafons are chiefly al- 
leged to juftifie that Opinion. Firft, 
The Sharpnefs of the Air, and fecond- 
Jy, The many Rivers that have their 
Source in it. As to the firft, it is cer- 
tain in Fa ft, that the Air ismorekeen 
and piercing, than in other more Nor- 
thern Countries; but whether ; ih'ofe 
Qualities in it may not proceedfrom 
the Hoards of Snow and Ice, which 
lye always in Caverns of the Moun- 
tains out of the reach of the bun, more 
jthan from the natural Height of the 
Country, is a Queftion I (hall not pre r 
tend to determine. 

The fecond Reafon drawn from the 
Number of Rivers that fpring from 
thefe Mountains, is grounded upon an 
Hypothefis, that every River takes its 
Source in higher Ground, than that, 
thro' whiph it afterwards flows. It can- 
not be deuy'd, that many large Rivers 
take their Rife in thefe Mountains, 
(ince one finds at a fmall Diftance one 
froip another the Sources of the Ad- 
4a> the Tic'ino* the \ lsintz>* the Aar> 
the Ru/sj the Inn 9 the Rhone aod the 
T&ine, befides which one may reckon 
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the "Danube ; for tho'in Stri&nefsit rU 
fcs without the Limits of Switzerland, 
yet it is but few Leagues diftant from 
Schaffhaufen. The i//is another Ri- 
yer which has its Rife near Bazil, and 
tho > the Source of the A digs be pro- 
perly in the County of Tyrol, yet it is 
upon the Confines of the Grifons. 

Thefe are the moft confiderable Ri- 
vers of Europe, that take their Rife in 
Switzerland; befides which there are 
a vaft Number of lefs note ; infomuch 
that there is fcarce a Valley, that has 
not a Rivulet running through it. This 
extraordinary Number of Rivers in 
Proportion to what we find in other 
Countries of the fame Extent, is 
brought as a convincing Argument of 
the natural Height of the Country. 

I muft not forget to mention the 
many Lakes that are found here. I re- 
member to have counted near thirty, 
whereof fome are fo confiderable, as 
to deferve the Name of Seas, as they 
are called in German ; the Lakes of 
Conftance and Geneva being near eigh- 
teen Leagues in Length, and four in 
Breadth, and thofe of Neufcbatel, Zu- 
rich and Lucerne are not muchinferi- 
pur to thpm in Length. Thefe Lakes 

fcboqncj 
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abound in Fifh, efpecially Trouts of 
fo prodigious a Size, that it is no ex- 
traordinary thing to take one of fixty 
Pound Weight, and what is more un- 
common, the larger they are, the more 
firm and fweet th6 Fleih of them is. 

Befides thefe Lakes that are in the 
Plains and Vallies, there is fcairce a 
Mountain, that has not one on the 
Top of it well ftored with Fifli, by 
the Sale of which they make the Inha- 
bitants fome amends for the Lofs of 
the Ground they overflow. 

Upon the whole, I never faw an In* 
land Country, that abounds fo much 
with Water as this- Where-ever one 
goes, one finds an infinite Number of 
Springs of the pureft and fweet eft Kind 
I ever tafted ; and there is fcarce. a 
Field or Meadow, that may not be 
laid under Water, whenever the Huf- 
bandman thinks it neceflary for the 
good of the Ground. 

In every Part of this Country, both 
on the Mountains and Plains, there is 
a vaft Number of Woods, and whole 
Forefts of Firr-Trees and Pines, which 
would turn togood Account for Mafts 
and Shipping, if they grew in the 
Neighbourhood of the Sea ; but that 

fort 
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fort of Traftick is impracticable by 
reafon of the exceffive Charge of Land- 
Carriage at fo great a Diftance. They 
have indeed fome few Woods of Oaks, 
and fewer of Elms, but the Wood 
commonly made ufe of, both for build- 
ing and firing, is Deal ; fo chat con- 
fidering they have no other Fewel than 
Woodland that all the Peafoms Houfes 
are entirely built with it, one would 
think it fliould grow fcarcet but it is fo 
far otherwife, that one cannot perceive 
the leaft Diminution of the Stock. 

I have already taken Notice of the 
Sharpnefs of the Air of this Country, 
in Proportion to the Latitude it 
lies in: For the City of Berne where 
I Jived, is a full Degree South of 
Orleans, tho' the Air of that Place 
be much milder and fofter ; however 
I have pafs'd fome warm Summers in 
this Country, and have fometimes 
found the Heat very inconvenient. 
'Tis true indeed, the Weather isfub- 
jeft to fudden Changes, and often paf- 
fes from hot to cold in four and 
twenty Hours. The Alps fend us fre- 

guent Rains; and as Rain in the flat 
ountry is generally Snow upon the 
Mountains, the Air muft needs grow 

coldj 
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cold 9 whenever we have a lading 
Shower. But tho' the Air be not ve- 
ry dry, it is very wholefome: The 
People generally live to a great Age ; 
and one never hears of any of thofe 
malignant Diftempers raging in this 
Country, which often unpeople whole 
Cities in others. 

In fhort, of the four Elements the 
Earth here is the worft ; lhe treats the 
Inhabitants like a hard Step-Mother, 
gives them what is neceflary for Life, 
but little for Luxury ; they earn hard 
what they get out of her, and feem 
rather to owe it to their own La- 
bour and Induitry, than to her Bounty. 
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CHAP. H. 

Of its Former and Prefent State, as 
divided into Cantons. 

\ 

IT is not my Defign to write the 
Hiftory of this Country, both be- 
caufe it is not neceffary to my Pur- 
pofe, and becaufe I am wholly unpro- 
vided with Materials for fuch an Un- 
dertaking. I am of Opinion, that no* 
Stranger ever writ the Hiftory of a 
Country with Exa&nefs, becaufe he 
cannot be well enough acquainted 
with the interiour part of its Govern- * 
ment, to mark out the true Springs 
and Caufes of its publick Aftions. And 
as to this Country in particular, I 
will be bold to fay, fuch a Work is 
now become as hard for a Native as 
for a Stranger ; becaufe their Ance- 
ftors have left them no good Accounts 
of their Anions, nor any Records to 
have recourfe to, without which it is 
impoilible to write a good Hiftory of 
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a paft Age. They have indeed fome 
Chronicle-makers, who aflume the 
Title of Hiftorians, but without any 
other Pretence to it, than as Chrono- 
logers, who mark the Epochs of ex- 
traordinary Aftions, but give no Ac- 
counts of the Occafion of them, nor 
inform the Reader of the Circumftan- 
ces and Incidents that attended them ; 
which alone can make their Narrations 
Agreeable and Profitable. 

Since therefore there is fo great a 
want of Writers, to light one thro* the 
dark Ages of their Hiftory, I (hall 
chufe to relate fuch general Fafts on- 
ly, as all their Authors agree in, 
rather than enter into more particu- 
lar Accounts of it, which muft be ne- 
ceffarily grounded upon Tradition and 
Conjefture ; and content my felf with 
giving as much Information about their 
Former State, as may ferve to difcover 
the Caufes of their Revolt from the Em- 
pire, which gave Rife and Birth toThir- 
teen Commonwealths, or Cantons, into 
Vhich this Country now Hands divided. 

The firft remarkable Mention we 
find made of thefe People, as a Nati- 
on, is by Julius Ciefar, who in the 
firft Book of his Commentaries relates 

the 



Chap. II. and Prefent State. 15 

the War he waged with the Helveti- 
ans, who made an Irruption into Bur- 
gundy during his Government in Gaul, 
witha Deiign to tranfplant themfelves 
into a more delightful Country, and 
tnore capable to contain their vaft 
Swarms.The better to effeft thisDefign 9 
he fays, they fet Fire to all their Habita- 
tions, and actually burnt Twelve great 
Cities, and Four hundred Villages, in 
order to deftroy all hopes of returning 
Home ; after which they begun their 
March with their Wives and Children, 
amounting in ail to above Three Hun- 
dred and Sixty Thoufand Perfons, 
whereof near a Hundred Thoufand 
weifcable to bear Arms. They intend- 
ed to have broke into his Govern- 
ment through Savoy ; but not being 
able to pafs the Rhone in the Sight of 
his Army, which was encampt on the 
other Side of k, they changed their 
Route, and penetrated by tranche 
CemtJ; but defnr with his Artny pur- 
fuing them, feverai Skirmiihes hap- 
pened with various Succefs, 'till at laft 
he entirely defeated them in a pitch'd 
Battle, forced the remainder of 'em to 
return home, and reduced their Coun- 
try to the Obedience of the Romans* 

annex- 
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annexing it to that part of his Govern-* 
ment, which was called Gallia Celtic a. 
They liv'd in Subjection to the R&> 
man Government, 'till that Empire it 
felf was broke to Pieces by the Inun- 
dations of the Northern Nations, and 
new Kingdoms and Principalities were 
raifed out of the Ruins of it. Among 
the reft was ere&ed the Kingdom of 
Burgundy, of which S "wit zer land 'made 
a Part* about the Beginning of the fifth 
Century* by a Prince caird Gaudica- 
rius, reckoned the Firftof their Kings. 
But this Kingdom did notSubfift long, 
before it was united to the Crown of 
Trance* upon the Death of the Sixth 
and laftKing of that Race. This hap- 
pened a little above an hundred Years 
after its Ereftion ; from which time* 
to the beginning of the Ninth Centu- 
ry, this^ Country was fubjeft to the 
Kings o? France. About the Year 873 
there fprung up again two New King* 
doms of Burgundy ; one called Burguri^ 
dia Cisjurana* which is -the fame as 
the Kingdom of Aries* and the other 
Transjurana. The Firft did not laft 
above fifty Years; after which it was 
united to the Transjurana by the vo*- 

luntary 
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luntary Cefllon made to Rodolpb the 
Second King of the Transjurana> by 
Hugh the laft King of the Cisjurana, 
about the Year 916. In this Kingdom 
of Burgundia Transjurana was com- 
prehended the Country of Switzerland, 
and continued Part of it 'till about 
iojx, when Rodolpb the Third the 
laft King of Burgundy dying without 
Children, left all this Kingdom to the 
Emperour Conrad the Second, called 
the Salicky whofe Succeflbrs enjoy'd 
it near two Ages ; after which time, 
whether they werefo taken up with 
other Wars and Aflkirs, that they 
could not give the neceflary Attenti- 
on to thofe of this Kingdom, or whc- . 
ther they were not able to fupprefs the 
many Infurre&ions made in it by the too 
powerful Nobility, it fo happened, that 
about the end of the twelfth Century 
this Kingdom was again broke into 
leveral petty Soveraignties under the 
Counts of Burgundy* of Maurienue* 
of Savoy 9 and of Provence ; the Dau- 
phins of the Viennoisi and the Dukes 
erf Zeringhen. 

This is the general Opinion of (the 
greater Part of their Hiftorians con- 
cerning the Fate of Switzerland* from 

C the 
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the tim£ of Julius Cafar to the end 
of the twelfth Century, when that 
Country was united to the Empire; 
tho' there are others, who pretend, 
that Switzerland made part of the 
Kingdom of Auftrafia, otherwife cal- 
led the Kingdom of Metz 7 'till it was 
diflblved, and its States annexed to 
the Empire. I believe it will not be 
difficult to reconcile thefe feeming 
Contradiftions : For it is very pro- 
bable, that the Country of Switzer- 
land in its prefent Extent, was never 
wholly join'd either to the Kingdom 
of Burgundy , or to that ofAuftraJia ; but 
that one Part of it, that fpeaks the 
French or Roman Language* as they 
call it, belonged to the Kingdom of 
Burgundy y and the other, which fpeaks 
the German Tongue, to that of Au~ 
ftrafia. This Conje&ure might be fup- 
ported by feveral Reafons befides that 
of the Difference of the Language, 
and feemstofolve the Difficulties, with 
which their Hiftorians puzzle one, by 
making Switzerland part of two feve- 
ral Kingdoms at the fame time. 

Upon the Diflblutionof thefe King- 
doms, I do not find that Switzerland 
was any more united under one Head. 

Some 
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Some Cities were made Free and Im* 
perial, referving only their Depen- 
dence on the Empire ; others, with 
the adjoining Territory, were given 
by the Emperor Frederick Barbarof- 
fa, to be held as Fiefs of the Empire, 
to the Counts of Habjpurg, from whom 
the Houfe of Auftria is defcended; 
and the reft, at leaft the Hereditary 
Government of them, was given to the 
Duke of Zeringhen> who was thought 
to have a fort of Right to them, as being 
defcended from the Kings of Aufira- 
Jia. However all their Hiftorians a- 
gree, that thefe Cities and People were 
in Poffeffion of very great Privileges, 
and that the Power of thefe Princes, 
to whom they were thus fubjefted, 
was fo limited, that the Country might 
more properly be faid to be under their 
Pro^gftion, than their immediate Do- 
minion. 

In the Thirteenth Century the Race 
of the Dukes of Zeringhen became ex- / 
tinft, which made way for the Counts 
of Habfyurg toinlarge their Authori- 
ty in this Country, more by Intrusion, 
and the Neceflity of thofe disorderly 
Times, than by a voluntary Submiffion 
and Confent. For what endangered 

C % < mod 
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moft the Liberty of this Country, was 
the S hifm that arofe, and divided 
the Empire in the Thirteenth Century, 
when Otho the Fourth and Frederick 
the Second were both Emperors to- 
gether, and both by Turns excommu- 
nicated by two fucceeding Popes, be- 
caufe neither would acknowledge their 
pretended Right of difpofing of the 
Imperial Crown, nor perform the 
Vows thofe Popes had extorted from 
them, of undertaking a Croifade to 
the Holy Land. Otho however was 
forced to give up his Caufe after the 
Lofs of a Battle, and yield the Crown 
to his Antagonift Frederick. As in 
this Divifion of the Empire, the Swit- 
zers had adhered to his Party, and 
done him good Services, he gave 
them Additional Privileges, and did 
what lay in his Power to fecure their 
Liberty : However the reft of his Reign 
was tumultuous; he quarreled again 
with the Pope, by whom he was excom- 
municated: And as both the Empire 
and its Dependencies in Italy were di- 
' vided into two Faftions, one for the 
Pope and t'other for the Emperor, 
'twas in this Princes Reign, that the 
Names given to thofe two Parties of 

Guelpbs 
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Guelphs and Gibellins were firft known. 
The Hiftorians of thefe Times can- 
pot find Terms forcible enough to ex- 
prefs the f Diforder and Confufion, that 
reigned in the Empire at the latter 
End of this Frederick s Life, while he 
was under Excommunication, and du- 
ring the Interregnum of twenty eight 
Years after his Death, 'till Rodotyh of 
Habjpurg firft Emperor of the Houfe 
of Auftria was quietly fettled in the 
Imperial Throne. They tell you, that 
in thofe Times all Order and Govern- 
ihent were overturned, and that the 
Empire was fallen into a perfeft State 
of Anarchy. The Cities of Switzer- 
land in particular felt the ill Effe&s of 
this Confufion ; for as that Country 
was full of Nobility and powerful Ec r 
clefiafticks,eachplay'dtheTyrantinhis 
Turn, and endeavour'd to fubdue fome 
neighbouring City, under Pretence, 
that they were Adherents of the Em- 
peror who was excommunicated and 
the Lands of all his Partizans forfeited 
to any Body, that could take Pofleffi- 
on of them by vertue of the Pope's 
Bull. This fort of Oppreffion gave 
Hife to a Ciiftom, which obtained at 

C 3 that 
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that time among feveral Cities olGer- 
many> as well as of this Country, of 
entring into Confederacy one with 
another for their mutual Defence; of 
which we have an Example in Simkr^s 
Hiftorv, where he recites at length 
the Alliance made between Zurich* 
%)ry and Scbwitz in the Year 1x5-1. 
But this Union of the Cities not pro- 
ducing the good Effefts that were 
expedted from it, or at leaft not be- 
ing a fufticient Barrier againft the 
Power of the Nobility, they were for- 
ced to make ufe of another Expedi- 
ent, which was that of putting them- 
felves under the Protection of fome 
powerful Neighbouring Prince. Ac- 
cordingly moft of the Free Cities of 
Switzerland had Recourfe at this Jun- 
cture to Rodolph of Habjpurg, the 
moft potent of their Neighbours, de- 
claring him their Proteftor> for which 
they allowed him a yearly Salary, and 
permitted him to fend Bailiffs or.Go- 
yernours among them, with Power to 
adminifter the Haute Juftice> as it is 
called, or tojfudge in Criminal Cau- 
fes only, with an exprefs Refervation 
x of their Rights and Liberties in all o- 
|Jier Matters. Particularly the three 

Cantons 
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Cantons of Ury, Schwitz and Vnder* 
wald, who had hitherto lived free 
from any Dependence, but on the 
Empire in general, thought it for their 
Intereft in this general Diforder, to 
do as the reft ; and accordingly they 
fubmitted toRodofyWs Protection, and 
received Governors with the fame 
Reftrictions as the others. But nei- 
ther did this ProjeCt anfwer Expecta- 
tion : For Rodolph was fo much taken 
up with other Affairs, that he could 
not give thofe Cities the Protection 
he intended, and they expected from 
him. So that the Switzers being de- 
prived of his Support, were again ex- 
pofed to the Infults of thefe petty Ty- 
rants, which at laft became fo grie- 
vous to the People, that the whole. 
Country rofe up in Arms, and in their 
Fury not only demolilhed the Caftles 
of the chief of the Nobility, but like- 
wife drove many of them out of the 
Country, in a War between them, 
which laited near twelve Years. When 
Rodotyh became Emperor, the Nobi- 
lity accufed the Switzers of Rebel- 
lion upon the Account of this War; 
but he s after having heard both 
Parties, pronounced Sentence in 
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favour of the People, and in confide- 
ration of their good Services to him 
in his Wars, fent Bailifs among them, 
not in the Name of the Houfe of Au- 
Jlria, but of the Empire ; and not on- 
ly govern'd them with Mildnefs 
while he lived, but increas'd their 
Privileges, in order to fettle their Li- 
berty upon a lading Foundation. 

Before I proceed to give an Ac- 
count of the Tyrannical Government 
of the Emperor Albert Son of Ro- 
dolfhy which occafion'd the Revolt 
of this Country from the Empire, it 
would be very proper to draw a Poli- 
tical Map (if I may fo fay) of its Go- 
vernment ; and not only to diftinguifli 
the Cities, that were under the Do- 
minion of the Houfe of Anftria, and 
of other Soveraigns, from thofe that 
were Free, and acknowledged their 
Dependence only on the Empire in 
general ; but alfo to fpecifie the Privi- 
leges, which thofe that were under the 
Houfe of Auftria> flood poflefs'd of, 
as well as of the Degrees of Power, 
with which their Governors or Sove- 
reigns were inverted. Such a View of 
their Political State before their Re- 
Volt, would be neceflary to form a true 

Judgment 
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Judgment of thejufticcof their Caufe, 
and of the Means they ufed to reco- 
ver their Liberty ; but their Hiftorians 
are fo obfcure and defe&ive in thofe 
Particulars, that it is not poffible to 
fatisfie one's Curiofity about them. 
What cfln be collefted in general from 
them, is, that moft of their Cities were 
Free and Imperial, and that fuch of 
them as were not, enjoy'd great Pri- 
vileges : The Cities of Berne and Fri- 
bourg were built by a Duke ofZering- 
hen> and by the laft of that Race en- 
dowed with fo great Liberties, that 
he allowed them to govern themfelves, 
and upon his Death annexed them to 
the JLmpire. However, contrary to 
his Teitamentary Difpofition, Fri~ 
bourg fell, I know not how, to the 
Share of the Counts of Kybourg, one 
whereof fold it to the Emperor Ro- 
dolph ; fo that it continued under the 
Dominion of the Houfe of Auftri* 
pear two hundred Years, 'till it en- 
tred into the Alliance of the Cantons, 
and became one of them. Thofe Ci- 
ties and Countries, that were given in 
Fief to the Houfe of Auftria* fuch as 
Lucerne, Zug and Glaris with their 
Cantons, eihjoy'd fo great Immunities, 

that 
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that the Power of the Sovereign was 
very much limited. Zurich> Bazil 
and Schaffhaufen were Imperial Cities, 
and never, that I can find, were fub- 
jeft to any particular Prince. Bazil 
indeed had a Bifhop, who affumed the 
Title of their Sovereign, and afted 
fometimes as fuch, tho' more by En- 
croachment, than lawful Authority; 
and as for the three Cantons of Vry, 
Scbwitz and Vnderwald, it does not 
appear to me, that they ever had any 
Dependence on the Houfe of Au- 
firiay but as they chofe Rodolph of 
Habjpurg for their Prote&or, as well 
as moft of the Cities of Switzerland, 
in the Manner, and for the Retfons I 
have already mentioned. 

It is to be obferved, that the Do- 
minion of thefe Cities, for the moft 
part, extended little beyond their Walls 
at that time, and that they were fur- 
rounded with Nobility, who watch- 
ing all Opportunities of invading their 
Liberty, gave them more Trouble, 
and occafioned more Wars before they 
could root them out, than the whole 
Power of the Houfe of Aufiria y and 
all its Attempts to reduce them to 
Obedience. 

That 
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That moft of thefe Cities were Free, 
appears very plainly from the feveral 
Treaties of Alliance made between 
them for their Mutual Defence, long 
before this Revolt happened, where- 
of many are fet down at length ii* 
their Hiftorians; anditfeemsto roe • 
as plain, that thofe Cities and Coun- 
tries depended only on the Empire di- 
reftly, 'till the Diforders that happened 
in it obliged them to feek fome new 
Proteftion. The Counts of Habjburg 
indeed held fome part of the Coun- 
try as a Fief of the Empire, which 
was given to one of them oy Frederick 
fiarbarojja, but their Power was ex- 
treamiy limited ; which makes it high- 
ly probable, that the Dominion they 
gain'd over this People, was meer U- 
furpation upon the Liberties of thofe 
they undertook to defend ; and that 
under the Notion of that Protection, 
they were furnifhed with better Means, 
and more plaufible Pretexts of bring- 
ing about their Pefigns. 

Having thus briefly hinted what I 
thought proper to be prequfed, J {hall 
go on to relate the Qppreffions that 
gave Occafion to their Revolt, as far as I 

tan trace them in their motfl; Autheotick 
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Writings. I have already faid, that the 
Emperor Rodofyh treated Switzerland 
with great Mildnefs, and was thought 
to have a particular Affeftion for it a§ 
his native Country j but his Son the 
Emperor Albert, inftead of treading 
iji his Father's Steps, took oppofite 
Meafures, and fo by grafping at great- 
er Dominion than belonged to him, 
loft that by Violence and Ralhnefs, 
which his Predeceflbr had acquired 
by Gentienefs and Prudence. This 
Prince had a numerous Offspring, and 
form'd the Defign of fubduing all Swit- 
zerland to the Houfe of Aujiria, in 
order to ereft it into a Principality for 
one of his younger Sons. To bring 
about this Projeft, foon after he came 
to the Imperial Throne, he try'd by 
Flattery and Careffes, to perfwadethe 
three Cantons of Vry, Schwitz and 
Vnderwald, (who were the mod tena- 
cious of their Liberty) voluntarily to 
fubmit to his Government, and fol- 
low the Example of the Cantons of 
Lucerne^ Zug and Glaris, promising 
them in that Cafe all kind Treatment 
and a gentle Government : But find- 
ing thefe Arts fuccefslefs, he appoint- 
ed one Grifler to be Governor of 

Vry, 
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*l)ry, and another calPd Landen6ert % 
of Schwitz and 'Vnderwald. Theie 
Governors he fet over them, with 
Orders to ufe their utmoft Endeavours 
to fubjeft them entirely to his Obedi- 
ence, either by corrupting the lead- 
ing Men among 'em, or in cafe that 
Method faiPd,to do it by Force of Arms. 
Accordingly the Governors at firft 
proceeded not only with great Mode* 
ration, but put in rra&ice all the lit- 
tle Arts made ufe of to gain the Affe- 
ctions of the People, 'till they faw 
there was nothing to be done by fair 
Means, and then they began to ufe 
them roughly, and every Day to en- 
croach upon their Privileges. Upon 
this the People fend Deputies to the 
Emperor, to complain of their Go- 
vernors, and of the Violation of their 
Liberties. The Emperor receives 
them very harfhly, offers them again 
all kind of good Ufage, if they will 
fubmit to his Government, .but in cafe 
of Refufal, threatens to purfue them 
with the utmoft Vengeance, and to 
fubdue them by the Sword. The De- 
puties anfwer, that they are ready to 
pay all Obedience to him as the Head 
of the Empire, whereof they are Mem- 
bers, 
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bers, but that they are otherwife a 
Free People, independent of any parti- 
cular Sovereign, and defire him to 
confirm them in the Liberties and 
Privileges, that had been granted them 
by feveral of his Predeceflbrs ; which 
the Emperour flatly refufes, and fo 
difmifles them. With this Anfwer the 
Deputies return home, and the Go- 
vernors then break out into fuch hor- 
rid Afts of Tyranny, as can ferve on- 
ly to provoke, and never to fubdue 
Mens Minds. They gave a loofe to 
all their Paflions at once, by raviihing, 
plundering and imprifoning; and in 
fliort, ran into all kinds of Excefs, that 
might gratifie their Luft and Avarice. 
FortheExcufeofthefeDiforders, they 
had at leaft the Plea of fatisfying their 
Paflions ; but they committed befides 
fuch Afts of Cruelty under Pretence 
of Juftice, as fhock human Nature, e- 
fpecially uponthofe who had moft Cre- 
dit with the People, and as fuch, were 
fuppofed to be the Caufe of their Re- 
fusal to fubmit to the Emperor's Go- 
vernment. They took away People's 
Eftates by arbitrary Sentences, with- 
out hearing the Parties concerned ; im- 
pofed extravagant Fines for trivial Of- 
fences, 



Chap. II. and Vrefent State. J i 

fences, beyond the Ability of paying, 
punifli'd People upon Sufpicion, with 
torturing their Limbs, and putting out 
their Eyes, and in Ihort exercis'd all 
the refined Barbarities, that the moft 
induftrious Minifters of a Tyrants 
Wrath could invent. It is not to be 
doubted, but fuch inhuman Treatment 
inflamed the Minds of the People a- 
gainft their Governors ; however the 
fear of Punifhcnent kept them in Awe, 
and the want qf Powe t r to throw off 
the Yoke, made them bear it with a 
fullen Silence, 'till a fair Opportunity 
prefented. The Violence of thefe Go- 
vernors increas'd daily by Succefs and 
Impunity, and grew at la ft to fuch an 
height, that the exafperated People 
finding no hopes of Safety but from 
their Courage, were forc'd to enter h*- 
to a Confederacy for their Common 
Security, and to agree among thenn- 
felves upon the proper Meafures to de- 
liver them from their Bondage. 

There were three Men of thefe three 
Cantons, whereof each was the moft 
popular of his Canton, and for that 
Reafon were the particular Objefts 
of the Governor's Perfecution. Their 
Names are Arnold Melchtal of Vnder- 

waldj 
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wald, tFernber Stouffacher of Schwitz* 
and Walter Furft of 1)ry. Thefe three 
were rather Subftantial Farmers than 
Gentlemen; but having been alike in- 
humanly treated by the Governors, 
being bold in their Tempers, and 
joyn'd in along Friendfhip, which was 
increased by their commonMisfortunes, 
thej- had private Meetings to confider 
of W ays of freeing their Country, and 
in a little time entred into a Confpi- 
racy for that Purpofe, engaging them- 
felves by Oath to keep it fecret, and 
to draw as many more into it, each 
in his own Canton, as they knew they 
might confide in, and were refoltitg 
enough to join in the Execution of 
what mould be agreed on. Accord- 
ingly, in a little time they engaged fe- 
veral of their Friends in the fame De- 
fign, and appointed a Meeting at a 
Place called Gr&tli in the Canton of 
1)ry, each accompany'd by three new 
Aflbciates of his Canton, who all to- 
gether became the Twelve Managers 
of the Enterprize. Here their Con- 
federacy was renew'd by Oath, and a 
Refolution taken of forming a Gene- 
ral Infurredion in each Canton, in or- 
der to Surprize and Demolifli all the 

Caftles 
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Caftles of any Strength, and drive the 
Governors and their Adherents out 
of the Country. At the next meeting 
of the Twelve, they found the Num- 
ber of their Affociates fufficienc for 
their purpofe; wherefore it was prefs'd 
to appoint the 14th of OBobcr of the 
Year 1307 for the general Jnfurrefti- 
on, lealt the Secret being trufted to 
fo many, might get Vent, and their 
Plot mifcarry. But thofe of Vnder- 
w*/</reprefentingtothe Aflembly, that 
two Caftles in their Canton, call'd Sam 
and Rotzberty were too ftrong to be 
forced by a diforderly Multitude, de- 
feed more time to form fome Stratagem 
for Surprizing them, fince if they fail- 
ed in their Deiign upon thofe two 
Places, they would foon be filPd with 
Soldiers by the Governors, who would 
be able to make a Stand there, 'till 
the Emperor could fend an Army to 
their Relief, and fo by that Means 
their Enterprize would be totally de- 
feated. Thefe Confiderations prevailed 
with the Affemblvto put off the Infiir- 
reftion to the Firft of January 1308, 
to which Day it was fix d. After that 
they dilperfed, and each Member re* 
turn'd home to prepare matters for the 

D Exe- 
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Execution. In the mean time an Ac- 
cident fell out, that might have ren- 
dered the Defigh abortive, if the Go- 
vernors had not been lull'd into Secu- 
rity, by the appearing Submiflion of 
the People ; or if the Confpirators had 
been imprudent enough, to lay hold 
of the Alarm this Accident cauled, by- 
attempting their Defign before theihy 
appointed. 

The Occafion of the Alarm was this. 
Among the many ridiculous Pieces of 
Tyranny exercifed by thefe Gover- 
nors* Grifler of Vry invented one, more 
like a Frolick of Claudius^ Caligula ox 
¥halaris 9 than an A€t of Juftice. 
He caufed a Pole to be erefted 
in the Market Place of Akorff 
the Capital of Vry, upon which ne 
hung his Cap, and publiih'd an Order, 
commanding every body on Pain of 
Death to Salute it, by pulling off his, 
and bendirig his Knee as he pafs'd be- 
fore it, with the fame Refped:, as. if 
he were there in Perfon- The People, 
far fear of Puniflimerit, were forc'd to 
comply with this kind of Idolatrous Ce- 
remony, till one William Tell, a ftuc^ 
dy Youth, and one of cher Confpiratot'g 
pafs'd often by* without paying his 

Re* 
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fpefts to the Cap ; whereof the Gover- 
nor being inform'd, fent for him, and 
asked him the Reafon of his Difobedi- 
ence. Tell would have excufed him- 
felf upon his Rufticityand Ignorance of 
the Order, but being a fufpefted Per- 
fon, the Governor would not admit of 
hisExcufes ; and fending for one of his 
favourite Sons, condemn'd him, by way 
of Punifhment,(becaufehe was a good 
Bow-man) to ihoot ataconfiderabledii 
ftance with an A rro w at an Apple placed 
upon his Son's Head, declaring at the 
fame time, that if he miftit, he fliould be 
immediately Hanged. The fond Fa« 
ther, for fear of killing his Son, re* 
fufed to make the Tryal, and offered 
rather to fubmit to Death himfelf ; but 
the Governor would not accept his Of- 
fer, and to force him to comply, 
told him, that if he did not immedi- 
ately obey his Sentence, he would 
hang up the Son as well as himfelf. 
The Father finding he ccn&ld gain no- 
thing by his Intreaties, and more out 
of a Defire of faving "his Son's Life 
than his own, fubmit ted to make the 
Experiment in the Market-place* in 
the Prefence of the Governor* and df 
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a multitude of People drawn together, 
to lee fo whimfical an Ad of Jullice. 
The poor Man took his Arrows out 
of the Quiver, and with a trembling 
Hand drew his Bow; however, ei- 
ther by ^kill or good Luck, he fhot 
the Apple off his Son's Head without 
hurting him ; upon which the People 
raifed a general Shout, both for joy 
of his Efcape, and in applaufe of his 
Dexterity. The Governor vext, that 
2V//had fo artfully efcap'd his Ven- 
geance, was refoved to entrap him a- 
notherway; and therefore having ob- 
served, that he had two Arrows ftuck 
in his Girdle, tho' he was to have but 
one Shot, ask'd him the Reafon of it, 
and promifed to forgive him whatever 
his Defign was. Upon this Aflurance, 
Tell very frankly anfwered in the ful- 
nefs of hisRefentment,that he drew two 
Arrows out of his Quiver, with a firm 
Relolution of killing him with the fe- 
cond, if he had beenfo unfortunate, as 
to kill his Son with the firft. The Go- 
vernor enraged at his Anfwer, told 
him, he would fpare his Life for his 
Dexterity, according to his Promife, 
but that for his felonious Intention he 
fliould fpend it in a dark Prifon ; and 
thereupon immediately ordered him 

to 
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to be bound, and pot on Board a Boat, 
that was to carry him to his Prilon at 
at Cujfenach a Cattle on the Lake of 
Lucerne, he himfelf going with him in 
the Boat, to fee his Sentence executed. 
When they had bailed about halfway 
up the Lake, fo violent a Storm arofe, 
that they were in great danger of 
fplitting upon the Rocks, becaufe 
none of the Boatmen knew how to fleer 
in fo rough Wacer. In this Extremity, 
one of the Governor's Servants, who 
knew that Tell was reckoned the bed 
Waterman in the Country, told his 
Matter, that there was no way of fav- 
ing their Lives, unlefs he would allow 
them to unbind Tell, and put him at 
the Helm. The Governor confented 
to it, and it was accordingly done. Tell 
with much ado fteter'd the Boat from 
the middle of the Lake, where the 
Waves ran higheft, and made towards 
the Shore, near which there lay a 
Piece of a Rock, whereof the Top 
was above the Water; and finding that 
a fit Opportunity of making his Elcape, 
he flyly ftep'd out upon that Rock, 
fliov'd the Boat with his Foot back a- 
gain into the Lake, and from thence 
got afhore among the Mountains. The 
Governor in the mean time was tafs'd 
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about the Lake with great Hazard of 
his Life; however with much ado the 
Boat reached a Place call'd Brilnnen* 
where he and his Retinue went aihore ; 
from whence he defigned to go to 
Cujfenach by Land. Tell having No- 
tice of his Defign, lay in wait for him 
upon the Road, hiding himfelf among 
the Bulhes ; and as the Governor pafs'd 
' in a hollow Way, fhot him thro' 
the Heart with an Arrow, and left him 
dead upon the fpot. He in the mean 
time efcaped, and got out of Reach, be- 
fore any of the Governor's Retinue 
could tell which way to purfue him. 

In memory of thefe two A&ions, a 
little ChaDpel was built upon the Spot 
of Ground, where the Governour was 
killed, and another upon the Rock, 
where Tell made his Efcape out of the 
f Boat; both which are {till preferved 

entire. The Death of the Governor was 
immediately noifed all over the Coun- 
try, while Tell got home again, to in- 
form his Friends of what he had done, 
and prefs'd them to begin their Infur- 
reftion without further lofs of time, 
leaft the other Governor and his Ad- 
herents, upon this Alarm, mould fuf- 
pecl fome further Mifchief, and take 
jneafures to preventjt, But the more 

pru, 
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prudent of the Confpira ors, finding 
theGovernment look'd upon this Aftion 
of TelPs* as the Refentment only of a 
Private Man, thought it more proper 
for the Reafons alledged by thofe of 
TJnderwdfd, to lye <juiet 'till the Day 
appointed came ; in the mean time, the 
other Governor made no further Re- 
flection on this Aftion, than by mak- 
ing Search for Telly who lay hid 'till % 
the Infurreftion broke out. Thus the 
Prudence of the Confpirators, and 
the Blindnefs of the Governor con>- 
curr'd to bring about the Revolution, 
fince the Secret, tho* entrufted to many 
Perfons, was kept fo faithfully, that 
the Governor had not the leaft Sufpi- 
cion of the Plot , before it was executed. 
The firft of January 1308, which 
was the Day appointed, being come, 
the Confederates purfued fo well 
the Meafures agreed on, that at 
the fame time the Riling was general 
in the Three Cantons. Thofe of Vn- 
derwald furprized both the Caftles of 
Sam and Rot zb erg by the fame Stra- 
tagem, of fending into them a fuffici- 
ent Number of Refolute Men in the 
Habits of Peafants, with Arms hid 
under their Cloaths, and Prefents of 

D 4 Country 
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Country Fare for the Governors in their 
Hands, which was an ufual Praftice 
on New-Years-Day, and therefore the 
Numbers that went to the Cattle, gave 
no bufpicion. The Garrifons of thefe 
Catties being fmall, and not aware of 
any fuch Defigns, were foon over- 
power'd, and glad to efcape with their 
Lives. At the fame time the People 
IP of Vry feized upon the Cattle newly 
built nea r Altorff, called Vry's Toke 
while thofe of Acbwitx fu: prized that 
of Louvertz. Thefe were fmall Forts 
with flender Garrifons; yet they were 
fuch as kept the whole Country in Awe; 
therefore the People immediately fell 
toDemolifhing them, as the Inftruments 
of their Slavery. In the mean time 
the Governor I andcnbergmd hisAd- 
herents,finding it imp >ffible to refill the 
Torrent of an enraged People united 
again ft them, and fearing the Effefts 
of their Fury, endeavoured to make 
their Efcapes, but were purfued and 
overtaken : However the People, with- 
out committing the lead Inlult upon 
the Governor and his Followers, con- 
duced them to the Frontiers, and 
there difmifs'd them, after having 
exaded from them ail an Oath never 

to 
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to return into their Country. A rare 
Example of Moderation in |an incenfed 
Multitude, that have their Perfecutors 
at their Mercy! With no other Cere- 
mony than this, were thefe Three Can* 
tons delivered from the Auftrlan Go- 
vernment, and put into a State of 
Liberty, which they have ever fince 
preferved inviolate. 

Thus was the Foundation of the 
Helvetick Liberty laid by three honeft 
Plain Country-men, without any of 
the Advantages, which high Birth and 
great Riches bring with them, towards 
the Execution of fuch Popular Enter- 
prizes. They were inspired with the 
Love of their Country, animated by 
Revenge againft their Tyrants, and 
tenacious of their Liberty. Where 
fuch Qualities are found, and meet 
with Opportunities of exerting them- * 
fel ves, they make Patriots and Heroes, 
without the help of Birth and Fortune; 
and the People to this Day, in ho- 
nour to the Memory of their Delive- 
rers, celebrate their yearly Feftivals 
with great Gratitude ; they fing Songs 
to their Praifes, and the Names of Ar- 
nold Melchtal* Wernker Stouffacher 
and Walter Furft found ftill as great 

in 
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in their Ears, as the Brutus' s of Rome, 
the 7)oria 9 s of Genoa, and the Naffau*s 
of Holland. 

When the Emperor Albert was in- 
formed of this Resolution, he was 
highly incenfed againft the Switzers, 
and refolved to lend an Army to fub- 
due them ; but ail his Projefts of Re- 
venge vanifh'd by his own untimely 
Death, being kill'd foon after, as he 
was paffing the River Rufs at Konigs- 
feld in Switzerland by his Nephew, 
whofe Dutchy of Suabia he unjuftly de- 
tained from him. This Accident was 
very favourable to the Affairs of the 
Three Cantons, by giving them time 
to put themfel ves into a better Pofture 
of Defence : For that Emperor's Sons 
were fo taken up, on one fide, in Sol- 
licking the Imperial Crown for Fre- 
derick the eldeft of them, and on the 
other, in revenging their Father's Death, 
that they were forc'd to leave the Can- 
tons in peace, 'till thofe Difputes were 
over. However about Seven Years 
after, towards the end of the Year 1315, 
the Arch-Duke Leopold Son of Albert 
drew together an Army of twenty 
Thoufand Men, in order to March in- 
to the Canton of Scbwitz, with a De- 
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fign of deftroying the Three Cantons by 
Fire and Sword. A new Pretence for 
his invading the Canton of Schwitz* 
was a Quarrel it had with a famous Ab- 
bey caird the Virgin Mary's Hermi- 
tage Situated in that Canton, which 
being very rich, and having large Do- 
minions, frequent Difputes arofe be- 
tween them about the Limits of 
their Territories, which at laft came 
to Blows. Whereupon the Abbot 
employed the ufual Spiritual Wea- 
pon, Excommunication ; and the 
Arch-Duke Leopold took upon him the 
Care of executing the Sentence againft 
thofe Enemies ro the Church. With 
this Army therefore the Arch-Duke 
advanc'd towards them) while all the 
Force the Three Cantons could oppofe 
to him, confided only in Thirteen hun- 
dred Men; however they made up 
their want of Numbers by their Cou- 
rage, and the Prudent Difpofition of 
their fmall Army. Having got No- 
tice, that the Enemy was neceflarily 
to pafs thro* a very narrow Valley, they 
polled fome Men upon the Mountains 
near Morgarten, who, by rolling yaft 
Numbers of Stones down upon the Ca- 
valry, wounded abundance of Men and 
Hprfes, and by that Stratagem put the 

whole 
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whole Army into Confufion. In the 
mid ft of this Diforder, their little Bo- 
dy attack d the Enemy with fo much 
Bravery, that the Au fir tans were in- 
tirely routed, great Numbers of them 
flain, and the reft drove quite out of 
the Country ; while two feparate Bo- 
dies, that atcack'd at the lame time 
the Cantons of Vry and Vnderwald, 
were repulfed and treated in the fame 
Manner. Thus with an handful of 
Men did thefe three Cantons defeat a 
powerful Army ; and performed in the 
Battle fuch prodigious Ads of Brave- 
ry in Defence of their Liberty, that 
tnere is doubtlefs no lefs Honour due 
to their Memories, than that which 
was paid to the Lacedamonians, who 
fought for the fame Caufe, tho* with 
lefs Succefs, at the Streights of Ther- 
mopyla. 

This Viftory of Morgarten laid the 
Foundation of the Helvetic k Union 
or Alliance. For the League, which 
the Three Cantons had formerly made 
for ten Years only, was upon thisOc- 
cafion converted to a perpetual one ; 
into which all the Thirteen Cantons 
have fince entred at different times* 
and upon different Occafions, And as 

they 
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they all then fwore to the Obfervati- 
on of it, they from thence had the 
Name of Eydgnoffen, a German Word, 
which fignifies Parties to the fame 
Oath. Upon this Occafion it may not 
be improper to obferve, that as this 
fignal Victory was gained in the Can- 
ton of Schwitz, which is the moft con- 
siderable of the Three, and was chief- 
ly owing to the Valour of that Canton, 
for thefe Reafons the other two Can- 
tons have from that Time been join'd 
to it, by the common Name of Swit- 
zers% which Name has fmce been 
communicated to all the other Can- 
tons in genera), and their Allies, as 
they came into the Union. 

Having thus briefly deduced the 
general Hiftory of this People down 
to the time of their (baking cfitheAu- 
ftrian Yoke, and laying the Foundati- 
on of their prefent Liberty, it is not 
my Delicti to carry it on through the 
feveral Wars they have maintain'd for 
their Defence ; my View was only to 
relate as much or their Affairs, as t 
thought neceffary to clear the way to 
this Epoch of their erecting themfelves 
into Cantons, that fo I might give a 

more perfect Idea of their prefent State, 
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by tracing out the feveral Steps, that 
led them into the Form they are now 
caft. Not but that their Hiftory af-* 
fords as great Examples of military 
Virtue, as any to be found among the 
Greeks or Romans. The Battle of 
Sempach for Example, where the Arch- 
Duke Leopold was {lain, that of Ba- 
zil againft Lewis the Eleventh of 
France at that time Dauphin, the 
two Viftories of Granfon and Morat 
againft Charles the Bold Duke of Bur- 
\undy* befides many others of lefs 
Tote: Thefe Aftions, I fay, • would 
fhine as bright in Hiftory, as any the 
mod celebrated of Antiquity, if they 
were to be related by Hiftorians of e- 
ijual Talents. But I (hall leave thac 
Task to Perfons of greater Abilities, 
and content my felf with marking out 
the Periods, when the Thirteen Can-r 
tons enter'd into fo flrong a Federal 
Union, as to compleat the Form where- 
in Switzerland {till exifts, under the 
Notion of one Common- wealth, known 
by the Narrie of the Helvetick Body. 
f After the Revolt of the Three Can- 
tons, the Houfeof Aufirta never eea- 
fedy for the Space of near three hun- 
dred and fifty Years, to purfue their 

Pre- 
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Pretenfions, and revived their Attempts 
to reduce them by Force, as often as 
their other Wars would give them leave, 
or any fair Opportunity invited. 
However their Endeavours were fo 
fuccefslefs, that inftead of recovering 
the Three Cantons to their Obedience, 
thefe on the contrary detach'd others 
from the Houfe of Auftria, and the 
Empire, and united them to their Bo- 
dy. Of that Number, the firft was the 
Canton of Lucerne, which was the 
proper Dominion of the Arch-Dukes 
of Auftria, yet entred into the Confe- 
deracy of the Three Cantons in the 
Year i3?x> and has continued ever 
fince united to them. The next was 
Zurich, which became a Canton in 
13? 1 : And tho' it came the Fifth into 
the Alliance, yet was plac'd at the 
Head upon account of its Extent and 
Power, and has ever fince remained 
the firft Canton in Order. This City 
was an Imperial onej and never made 
Part of the Dominion of the Houfe of 
Auftria. However upon that Occafi- 
on, the War broke out again between 
the Auftrians and the Cantons, which 
fetter invaded the County of Gidrik 
belonging to that Houfe, and after ha- 
- ving 
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ving fubdued it, received it into their 
Alliance, and ere&ed it into a Canton 
in the fame Year X3ji. The War 
continuing, the Country of Zug-, which 
likewile belonged to the Houfe of 
Aujlria, followed the Example ot GU- 
ris, and in the Year 13 fi was added 
to the Number of the Cantons. A boat 
the latter End of the fame Year, Berne 
an Imperial City likewife came into 
the Alliance, and made the Eighth Can- 
ton ; and as thefe Cantons continued 
about an hundred and twenty five 
Years without increafing their Num- 
ber, they are diftinguifli'd by the Name 
of the Eight Old Cantons. In 1481, 
Fribourg and Soleurre were receiv'd 
into the Number of the Cantons, the 
lacter having always been an Imperial 
Ciry, but the former was Part of the 
Demefnes of the Houfe of Auftria, 
which purchafed it of the laft Count 
of Kybourg. 

In if 01 Bazil and Sehoffmfen 9 two 
Imperial Cities came into the Alliance, 
and in 15-13 the Country of ApPnt- 
zel was added to them, and compfeat- 
ed the Number of the Thirteen Can- 
tons, after having purchafed its Li- 
berty for a Sum of Mony of the Ab-. 

bot 
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bot and Convent of St. Cat, to whom 
it belonged. 

Thus we fee, that from the time of 
the Expulfion of the Auftrian Gover- 
nors by the Three Cantons, to that of 
the Country of AppenzePs entring in- 
to the Alliance, and thereby compleat- 
ing the prefent Number, above two 
Ages were (pent ; during which time* 
there were feveral Intervals of Peace 
between the Houfe of Au/fria and the 
Switjuers ; and in the Year 1474 a 
perpetual Peace, under the Name off 
The Hereditary Union, was conclu- 
ded between them; wherein the 
Arch-Duke Sigifmund, iirnamed the 
Simple, treated with them as with a 
free People* which Treaty was after- 
wards renewed and, confirmed by 
the Emperor Maximilian i however: 
the Houfe of AuJIria ftill kept its Pre- 
tentions on Foot, and from time to 
time renewed its Attempts to recover 
them, as Opportunities prefented? 
wherein the Advantage that Houfe 
has had of rendring the Imperial Crown 
almoft Hereditary, did not a little fa- 
vour its Defigns, fince, betides the 
additional Strength it brought along 
with it, the Emperors of that Race 

E were 
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were furniflied with the moft plaufible 
Reafons for purfuing their private Ti- 
tle, under Pretence of recovering to 
the Empire its ancient Fiefs and De- 
pendencies, which they are obliged by 
their Capitulation with the Electors to 
endeavour. Notwithftanding all which, 
whether the Princes of that Houfe 
thought it impracticable to reduce 
thefe Cantons to their Obedience, or 
that they have been fo taken up with 
other more important Wars, that they 
had not; time to purfue this, or elfe, 
that their Ambition was fo glutted by 
the great Acquifitions they have made 
fince they came to enjoy the Imperi- 
al Throne, that they defpifed this 
Country : Whichfoever of thcfe may 
be the Reafon, it is certain, that for 
above thefe hundred Years laft paft, 
they feem to have quite abandoned all 
Thoughts of recovering it, and at laft, 
by the Interpolation of France and 
other States, confented to declare 
them a Free People and independent 
of the Empire, by the Treaty of Mu*- 
fter. 

I have already obferved, that thefe 
Cantons had more long and expenfive 
Wars with the powerful Nobility and 

Clergy, 
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Clergy, that inhabited Switzerland 
than with the Houfe olAuflrU itfelf. 
For as thefe Nobles on one Hand de- 
pended on the Empire, or the Houfe 
of Auftria, and obey'd their Motions, 
fo on the other, they had private 
Views of fubduing them to increafe 
their own Dominions ; fo that when- 
ever the Cantons had to do with the 
Houfe of Auftria, they were fure of 
having the Nobility upon their Backs 
at the fame time. And as the Nobi- 
lity generally combined againft the 
Cities, fo the Cities had no other 
Means left of preferving themfelves, 
butby entring into ciofe Alliances for 
their mutual Defence: By which it 
appears, that the erecting fo many 
little Republicks, was the neceflary 
Effeft ot their common Danger, ra- 
ther than of any premeditated Scheme 
of Government, in Imitation of the 
Common- wealths of Greece, that com- 
bined for their Defence againft the 
Kings oiTer/ia. And as their confede- 
rate Arms were at firft generally fuccefs- 
ful, all the other Cities fought their 
Safety, by entring into their Alliance; 
whereby they increased to this Num- 
ber, and acquired fuch a Reputation, 

£ % that 
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that feveral of their Neighbours, who 
could not be received as Cantons, were 
content to be admitted as Allies, and 
thought themfelves fafe under their 
Prote&ion. 

It would be a tedious Work to re- 
count the feveral Wars they waged 
with the Nobility of the Country, fome 
whereof were very powerful, fuch 
as the Counts of Kybourg, of Torberg, 
of Arberg, of Gruyere, Nidaw,Thun f 
Lentzbourg, and many others, which 
it is needlefs to name I mall content 
my felf therefore with adding, that 
the Cantons, by keeping clofe united, 
got the better by Degrees of the great- 
eft Part of the Nobility, whofe Fami- 
lies either became extinft by natural 
Means, or periihed in fo many long 
and bloody Wars ; fo that in the end 
they either bought or conquered mod 
of their PofTeffions, and by that Means 
increas'd to the Extent and Power 
they now are in. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the Thirteen Cantons in particular. 

HAVING given an Account in 
the firft Chapter of the Situati- 
on, Soil and Climate of this Country, 
and in the Second briefly deduced the 
Hiftory of the People down to their 
prefent State, it feems neceffary to fay 
lpmething of each Canton in particu- 
lar, before I come to treat of their 
Government, Forces and Revenues. 
But it is not my Defign to give a De- 
scription of their Cities, and of other 
Curiofities, which are commonly ob- 
ferved by Travellers : Many of 'em have 
already fpared me that 1 rouble; fo 
that I Hiall only trace, as in a Map, 
fuch Outlines, as may ferve to diftin- 
guifli one from another, for the bet- 
ter underftanding of what I (hall here- 
after fay about them. 

The Thirteen Cantons in the Or- 
der they now ftand, and as they take 
their Places at the General Diets, are 
thefe. 

E 3 Zurich^ 
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Zurich, Berne, Lucerne, Vry f 
Scbwitz, Vnderwald, Zug, Glarix, 
Bazil, Fribourg,- Soleurre, Schaff- 
baufen and Afpenzel. 

The Proteftant Cantons are, Zurich, 
Berne, Bazil and Scbajfhaufen, with 
above two Thirds of the Canton of 
Claris, and above half of that of dp- 
fenzel All the reft are Roman Ca- 
tholicks. 

Of all thefe Cantons, Berne is by 
much the moft confiderable, both in 
Power and Extent, making about a 
third Part of Switzerland* and, gene- 
nerally fpeaking, is the moft fruitful 
Part of it. It is divided into twoParts,v 
called the German Country, and the 
Roman or the French, fo diftinguifli'd 
by Reafon of the different Languages 
they ufe. The latter goes commonly 
by the Name of the Tais de Vaud, 
which is not only the moft fertile, 
but the moft beautiful Part of all Swit- 
zerland,*^ was taken from the Dukes 
of Savoy in the Year 15*36. There 
are in it feveral Cities and Towns, 
fuch as Laufanne, Vevay, Morger, 
Rolle, Nyon, Moutdon, Avancbes, 
^Payerne, Morat, Gran/on and Tver- 

dm, with others of leis Note. And 
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in the German Country there are, be- 
fides Berne the Capital, Burgdorjf, 
Aarbourg, Lent zb our g y Aaraw, Bruck, 
Thun and others. All thefe confide- 
rable Towns are in the Canton of 
Berne % whereas in mod of the little 
Cantons, there is no Town at all, and 
in the others fcarce above one of any 
Note, befides the Capital The whole 
Canton is divided into feventy two 
Bailliages, which are governed by as 
many Bailiffs, who are Members of 
the Council of Two hundred at Berne f 
«ttd are changed every fix Years. 

The Canton of Zurich is the next 
in Extent and Riches. It is not half 
fo large as Berne , but lies round and 
compaft, and, 1 believe, is richer than 
the other in Proportion to its Territo- 
ry, becaufe the People apply them- 
felves more to Trade, and have efta- 
blifh'd in their Country feveral profita-* 
bleManufaftures. The Country isdivk 
ded into twenty four Bailliages, where- 
of Thirteen are fo inconfiderable, 
that their Bailiffs ufually refide in the 
City of Zurich* and difpatch the little 
Bunnefs thofeEmploy ments give them, 
in their own Houfes. There are two 
other Bailliages called Stein and Win- 

£ 4 ttrtbur, 
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tertbur, which have fo great Privile- 
ges, that the Canton of Zurich has 
little more than the bare Sovereignty, 
the People of thefe two Towns be- 
ing govern' d by their own Laws and 
Magiftrates .- So that the Government 
fends only an under- Officer there, to 
receive the Revenues paid to the So* 
vereign. There remain therefore but 
nine Bailliages of any Moment, which 
oblige the Bailiffs to conftant Ren> 
dence; but thofenine are considerable 
both for Extent of Jurifdiclion, and 
the Profits annexed to their Office. 

The Cantons of Bax.il and Schaff- 
paupen have fo narrow a Diftrift of 
Territory, that they can make but a 
(mall Figure in the World by their 
Arms, and therefore have applied, 
themfelves wholly to Trade, by which 
they grow rich. BazU\% without Dis- 
pute the fined City in Switzerland* 
and in my Opinion Schaffhaufen the 
next. Bazil had formerly a Biftiop, 
who by Degrees had annex'd the Tem- 
poral Dominion to the Spiritual ; but 
upon the Reformation of Religion in 
that City, he was drove out of it, and 
has ever fince loft his Power in the 
Canton : However he (till retains che 
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Sovereignty of a confiderable Part of 
that Bifhoprick, and is a Prince of 
the Empire ; he and the Chapter ufu- 
ally refide at a Place called Porentru* 
from whence the Proteftants call him 
the Bifliop of Porentru y tho' the Ca- 
tholicks continue to flile him Bifhop 
of Baxil. The Country he remains 
ftill poffefs'd of, lies to the South of 
Alfaticiy between Franche Cotnte and 
the Canton of Soleurre* the Inhabi- 
tants whereof enjoy fo great Privile- 
ges, that he has little more than the 
bare Name of Sovereign, and the Li- 
berty of collefting the Revenues, an- 
nexed to it. For by Virtue of their 
Liberties, they are not only governed 
by their own Laws and Magiftrates, 
but have a Right of con trading Alli- 
ances with other States for their De- 
fence and Protection: In purfuance 
whereof, thofe of his Subjects that 
are of the Reformed Religion, particu- 
larly the Inhabitants of Munfterthal* 
are in Alliance with the Canton of 
Berne, and under its immediate Pro- 
tection ; of which I faw an Inftance in 
the beginning of the Year 1706, when 
the Bilhop endeavoured to introduce 
fame Innovations, in order to enlarge 

his 
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his Authority beyond the Laws, 
whereof the People of Munjierthal 
complained to the Canton of Berne, 
and demanded Succour of them ; up- 
on which they immediately march'd 
four thpufand Men to their Relief, re- 
inftated them in their former Rights, 
in fpight of the Biihop, and then re- 
turned home- How lingular foever 
this Praftice may appear in other Coun- 
tries, of allowing the Subjefts of one 
Prince or State to live in Alliance with, 
or under the Protection of another; 
yet is very common in Switzerland* 
and is no more than is neceflary in the 
prcfent Cafe. For if the Subje&s of 
IPorentru had been left to the Mercy 
of their Bifliops, there had been an 
End long ago of their Religion and 
Liberties. 

The Cantons of Bazil and Schajf- 
haufen have but four or five Bailliages 
each, and thofe very inconfiderable ; 
fo that their chief Strength confifts iu 
the Riches of their Cities. 

Of the Catholick Cantons, Lucerne f 
Frifourg and Soteurre are the moft 
powerful: the firft in the Extent of 
its Territory, and the two others ill 
the Goodnefs of their Soil, tho' that of 

Solfurrt 
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Soleurre is much the better. The 
Capitals of thcfe three Cantons are 
no unhandfome Cities, whereof So- 
le ur re is the afual Place of Refidence 
of the French Ambafladors, as Lucerne 
is of thofe of Spain* artB of the Pope's 
Nuntio. Lucerne is not fo big as the 
Canton of Zurich* and is far from 
being fo fruitful, for it produces 
no Wine, and not Corn enough 
for its Inhabitants, fo that they are 
forced to buy both of their Neigh- 
bours. Soleurre and Fribourg yield 
Corn enough, but no Wine, tho' they 
fupply themfelves with it at an ea- 
fie Price from the Tats de Vaud and 
Neufchatel. Lucerne has fixteen Bail- 
liages, Fribourg Fifteen,' and Soleurre 
Ten; which are, generally fpeaking, 
more profitable than thofe of the two 
former ; however none of them come 
near the good Ones of the Canton of 
Berne. 

The other fix Can tom,Vry f Schwitz f 
tynderwald) Zug* Glaris and Jifyen- 
zelf arc commonly called the Little 
Cantons, and have nothing in them 
worthy Observation, there being not 
fo much as a walled Town in any of 

them, 
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them, tho 9 Altorjf, Zug and Scbwitz, 
arepretty Villages. 

The whole Canton of Vry confifts 
But of one Valley, reaching from Al- 
torffto the Foot of Mpunt St.Godard, 
through which Valley runs the River 
Ruft> and often overflows a good Part 
of it. It produces no Wine, and ve- 
ry little Corn in Proportion to the 
Wants of the Inhabitants ; however 
their Mountains furnifli them with 
Pafture for great Numbers of Cattle, 
by the Sale of which in Italy, they are 
enabled to buy both in fufficient Quan- 
tities. It has but one Bailliage belong- 
ing to it, and that apoor one ; tho', 
as it is the great Thoroughfare of 
Merchandize between Switzerland 
and Italy* they raife fome Mony by 
the Duties impofed on the Goods that 
pafs thro' their Country. 

The Canton of Schwitz is very moun- 
tainous, fo that the bed part of it 
confifts only of two or three narrow 
Vallies, much of the fame Nature as 
that of Vry. It has but three Baillia- 
ges, and thofe of very indifferent Re- 
venue. 

1)nderwald is much fuch another 
Canton as Schwitz, both as to Extent 

and 



"<> 



Chap. III. Cantons in particular Ci 

and Soil. There are in it but eight good 
Villages, and no Bailliage; fo this 
Canton, which is very mountainous, 
contributes but little to the Strength 
or Beauty of Switzerland. 

The Canton of Zug is a very fmall 
one, but much more fruitful than the 
Three former. It produces both Corn 
and Wine enough for its Inhabitants, 
and has Six Bailliages, tho' of little In- 
come. The Village or Town of Zug 
is reckoned the neateft of«ny in the 
little Cantons. 

That of Glaris confifts of one large 
Valley, whereof the chief Village gives 
Name to the Canton. This Valley af- 
fords Corn* and the Mountains Fa- 
ilure for Cattle : Other Neceflaries 
the Inhabitants are forced to buy of 
their Neighbours. It has one pretty 
good Bailliage, and by a particular 
Treaty of Combur gerlhip, is Co-Arbi- 
trator in Conjunction with the Can- 
ton of Schwitz upon any Differences, 
that may arife between the Abbot of 
St. Gal, and his Subjects of Toe ken- 
bcurg. 

Appenzel is the Iaft Canton as well 
in Rank as in Goodnefs, confining of 
one large barren Valley; fothat the 

In- 
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Inhabitants live chiefly upon Milk and 
Cheefe. They are reckon'd the rough* 
eft People of Switzerland* and enjoy 
fo few Comforts of Life at home, that 
the better fort of them ufe their ut- 
moi1Endeavours,to eftablifli themf elves 
in fome foreign Service. I have al- 
ready obferved, that their Country 
formerly belonged to the Abbots of 
St. Gal, of whom they bought their 
Liberty; fo I mail only add, that it is 
faid to hay? taken its Name from a 
Cell built at Afpenzcl by one of the 
Abbots, to which he and his Succef- 
fors ufed often to retire at Times of 
Devotion, and {till bears the Name in 
Latin of Abbot is Cella. 

Having thus run over the Thirteen 
Cantons with all poflible Brevity, it 
may not be amifs, before I conclude 
this Chapter, to touch upon the Coun- 
tries or Bailliages which belong to them 
all, or to feveral of them in Common* 
becaufe they were conquered by their 
united Arms, in their Wars againft 
the Houfe of Auflria and others. 

The Common Bailliages are thefe 
Nine ; the County of Baden, the Frey- 
Ambter, or Free Villages, as they are 
called, The Counties of Turgovy, Sar- 

gantx* 
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gantz and Rhintal, and the Four //*- 
HanBaillhges, Lugano, Locarno y Mem- 
^drijio and Valmadia; belides which, 
there are three Cities without Terri- 
tory, calFd Bremgartcn> Mellingben 
and Rapperfchwyl. 

The County of Baden was conquer- 
ed from the Houfe of Auftria by the 
Eight Old Cantons in 141 j. It is as 
large asfomeof the little Cantons, and 
of a better Soil The Capital City, 
from whence it takes its Name, is re- 
markable for nothing but the hot Baths 
there, and for being the Place of Re- 
fidence of the Emperor's AmbafTadors: 
Tho' now it will grow more famous 
on Account of the Congrefs held there, 
for the Treating of the Peace between 
the Empire and France. The Inhabi- 
tants are all Roman Catholicks. 

Turgavy is a Province of no fmall 
Extent, whereof FrawenfeU is the Ca- 
pital. It was taken from the Houfe 
of Auftria at the fame time as Baden, 
by the United Arms of the Seven Old 
Cantons. The Inhabitants are moil of 
them Proteftants. 

Sargantz is a County Situated up- 
on the Frontiers of the Grifons y of no 
great Extent or Revenue. It was 

bought 
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bought by the. Seven Old Cantons of 
the laff Count of its Name in 1483, and 
has continued under their Sovereignty 
ever fince. The Inhabitants are all 
Roman Catholicks except one Com- 
munity; 

The Frey-Ambter* or Free Bailliages 
comprehend but a fm all Dift rift, which 
went formerly under the Name of the 
County of Rote , and was taken from 
the Houfeof Auftria>*x. the fame time 
as the County of Baden, by the Seven 
Old Cantons. The Inhabitants are all 
Roman Catholicks. 

Rhintaly a narrow County * extend- 
ing it felf along the Rhine, before it 
enters into the Lake of Conflance> was 
likewife taken from the Houfe of Au- 
Jlria by the Seven Old Cantons, about 
the fame time as the former; but as 
the Canton of Afpenzel had fomePre- 
tenfions to it, it was therefore, when 
it became a Canton, admitted into a 
ihare of the Sovereignty. Above two 
thirds of the Inhabitants Are Proteft- 
ants. 

Of the three Cities, Mellingbenznd 
Bremgarten are Situated within the 
Circumference of the County of Ba* 
den and the Three Bailliages, but have 

no 
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no Dependence on them, being go- 
vern'd by their own Laws 4hd Magi- 
ftrates, tho'Under the fame Sovereign, 
and taken at the fame time. 

Rapperfchwyl is a City on the Lake 
of Zurich* at the end of the long 
Bridge that croffes it, and was taken 
from the Houfe of Auftria by the 
Cantons of Vry 9 Schwitz, Vndcr*- 
wald and Giaris in the Year 1478. 

The Four Italian Bailliages, Lugano, 
Locarno, Mendrijio and Valmadia are 
fituated on the Italian fide of the Alps, 
and made formerly Part of theDutchy 
of Milan ; but were difmember'd from 
it by the Duke Maximilian Sforza, 
and by him given to tht'Switzers in 
the Year IJI3, as a Reward of the 
Services they had done him in his 
Wars; fo that they now belong td 
Twelve Cantons, that of Appenztl 
having no (hare in them, becaufe it 
was not received into the Alliance as 
a Canton 'till fome Months after. 

Thefe four Bailliages redch fevetai 
Leagues in extent, and partake! of the 
warm Climate of It aly, tho' the Coun- 
try be Mountainous. The two firft 
are confiderable Cities, and all enjoy 
fo great Privileges, that they are of lit- 

F tie 
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tie Benefit to their 'Sovereigns, or to 
the Governors they fend thither. They 
are all Roman Catholicks, and fo rigid, 
that when a Proteftant Canton fends 
a Governor there in its turn of that 
Religion, he is not allowed to have 
the Exercife of it even in his own 
Houfe. 

There are three other Bailliages in 
Italy fituated | near thefe, call'd Bel- 
linzona, Vdlbrma and Riviera, which 
are fubject in common to the three 
Cantons of *Vry, Schwitz,, and 'Under- 
paid, by whom they were taken in 
War from the Dukes of Milan, and the 
Sovereignty of them yielded by Trea- 
ty in i; 16 ; ever fince which time they 
have remain'd in quiet Pofleffion'of 
them. ,-...', 

That I may omit nothing worth'rrien- 
tioning, I will j little Ba- 

rony of Alt-Sax > the' Can- 

ton of Zurich,! ty o(ff r er- 

denberg to that joth fitu- 

ated upon the he Rhine, 

before it falls i e otCon- 

ftance. Befide; is a. Bail- 

jiagc called ( >nging to 

Schwitz and Gi tween the 

Lakes 
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Lakes of Zurich and Wallenftat* on 
the Borders of the River Limat. 

There are alfo Four Considerable 
Bailliages in the Tats de Vaud^ belong- 
ing jointly to Berne and Fribourg, be- 
caufe they were taken by the United 
Arms of thofe Two Cantons, at the 
time that all that Country was con- 
quered from the Houfe of Savoy. They 
are Morat, Gran fin, EcbaUns and 
Schwartzenbourgi to which Govern- 
ments each Canton fends its Bailiffs 
alternately every five Years : Wherein 
it is obfervable, that when the Bai- 
liff is of one Canton, he is foiely under 
the Direction and Sovereignty of the 
other, during the time of his Govern* 
meat in any of thofe Four Bailliages. 

It is to be obferved, that the War, 
which broke out in 171a, between the 
Cantons of Zurich, and Berne on one 
Part, and Lucerne* VryyScbwitz, Vh» 
derwald and Zug on the other, has 
made con fiderable Changes in the Pro* 
perty of the common Bailliages. For 
by the Treaty of Peace, which ended 
that War, the whole County of Baden* 
half of the Free Bailliages, including 
^particularly the Cities of Bremgarten 
and Rapptrftkwyt, were yielded to 

p % the 
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the two Protcftant Cantons, referv- 
ing to that of Giaris its ihare in the 
Sovereignty of them, becaufe it had 
no part in the Ouarrel. Befides which, 
the Canton of Berne was admitted to 
a fliare in the Sovereignty of Turgo- 
vy* Sareantz, Rhintal, and the other 
half of the Free Bailliages, of which it 
had no part before that War, becaufe 
none of their Troops affifted at the 
Conqueft of them. 

Alt thefe common Bailliages are go- 
verned by fo many Bailiffs, who are 
chofen by the refpeftive Cantons that 
are Co-Soveraigns, each Canton in 
* his turn, and are changed fome every 
Five, and others every Six Years ; 
wherein it is to be obferved, that the 
Bailiffs are not accountable for their 
Adminiftration to the Canton which 
chofe them, but to all the Cantons in 
general as Co-Sovereigns. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of their Government. 

THE Thirteen Cantons are fo 
many Common-wealths , tho* 
there be a Difference in their Forms 
of Government. Seven of them are 
of the Ariftocratical Kind, and Six 
of the Democratical. The Seven A- 
riftocratical are Zurich, Berne, Lu- 
cerne, Bazil, Fribourg, Soleurre and 
Schaffhaufen. The other Six are De- 
mocratical. This Difference in their 
Government, feems to be the Effeft 
of the State each happened to be in, 
before they wereereaed into Cantons. 
For as the Seven Firft confided each 
of One City only, or with little Ter- 
ritory belonging to them, the whole 
Government was naturally lodged a- 
mong the Citizens, and being once 
confined to their Body, it of Courfe 
continued fo, notwithftanding the 
great Acquifitions of Territory they 

F 3 have 
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have fince made ; whereas the Six De- 
itiocratical Cantons' having no Cities, 
nor any Villages, that could claim any 
Prehemincnce above the others, the 
Country was divided into Communi- 
ties ; and each Community having an 
equal Right and Pretence to the So- 
vereign Power, they could not well 
avoid (haring it, and confequently fall- 
ing into a Popular Frame. But what- 
ever may have been the Occafion of 
this Difference in their Forms, I fliall 
wave that Enquiry, and proceed to 
give an Account of the Government 
of the Seven with Cities, and after- 
wards of the Six others. 

There is yet a Subdivifion to be 
made of thefe Seven with Cities. For 
thp' they be all equally Ariftocratical, 
in relation to the Subjefis, that are 
not Citizens, or Freemen of the Ca- 
pital of each Canton, becaufe none but 
fuch Citizens are capable of having a- 
ny ihare in the Government; yet in 
delation to the Citizens themielves, 
there is a difference among them. For 
in the Cantons of Zurich, Bazil and 
ScBajfbaufen, the meaner fort of Ci- 
tizens, and Companies of Tradefmen, 
who are divided into Tribes, have their 

part 
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part of the government, and are e- 
Ieded by their Tribes into the Sove- 
reign Council ; but in thofe of Berne* 
Lucerne* Frlbourg and Soleurre* the 
Little Council confiding of Twenty 
Seven, with a lefs Number of the molt 
considerable Members of the Great 
One joynM to them, have the fole 
Right of tilling up Vacancies in the 
Sovereign Council, when they happen ; 
and as thofe Perfons always chufe their 
Relations and Friends, to fupply thefe 
Vacancies, the Common Trades-men 
and Citizens are by that Method, al- 
moft excluded from having any Share 
in the Sovereign Power, as will be 
better understood, when I come to 
take the Governments to Pieces. How- 
ever, as the Difference in the Frames, 
between thofe Cities that are divided 
into Tribes, arid the others, is not 
very effential, 1 (hall be very particu- 
lar in my Account of the Government 
of Berne* and content my felf with 
taking Notice, as I proceed, of any Ma- 
terial Point, wherein the others dif- 
fer from it. 

The Sovereign Power of the Can- 
ton of Berne is lodged in the Great 
Council, which, when it is compleat, 

F 4 con- 
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confifts of Two hundred and Ninety 
Nine ; but becaufe near the Number of 
Ninety Nine are generally abfent upon 
their Bailliages, and that by other Ac- 
cidents, there are feldom more than 
Two hundred affembled at a time, it 
goes by the Name of the Council ofTwo 
Hundred. This Council makes Peace, 
War and Alliances, difpofes of the 
Publick Treafure, and of all Civil Em- 
ployments of Confequence, and in 
fliort does all other Ads of abfolute 
Sovereignty. 

Out of this Council is drawn ano- 
ther, that is calPdThe Senate, or Lit- 
tle Council, confiding of Twenty Se- 
ven Perfons, including the two Chiefs 
caird Jvoyers % who prefide in both 
Councils yearly by turns. The Mem- 
bers of this Council are properly called 
Senators or Counfellors, whereof the 
two Youngeft have the additional Ti- 
tle of Secret Councellors : They are 
Guardians of the Peoples Liberty, and 
refemble in their Office the Tribunes of 
the Teople in the Commonwealth of 
Rome: By virtue of which, they have a 
Power of convoking the GreatCouncil, 
whenever they find any Matter propo- 
fed,or Defign carried on, which they 
think may be prejudicial to the Rights 

and 
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and Liberties of the People or Citizens, 
or whenever they may think it neceffa- 
ry for other Reafons. 

This Little Senate meets every Day 
except Sundays, and is entrufted with 
the Difpatch of the ordinary Affairs 
of the Government 5 whereas the , 
Great Council aflembles but twice a 
Week, unlefs upon fome extraordina- 
ry Occafions. This Senate has indeed 
fome peculiar Prerogatives annexed to 
it, independent of the Great Council ; 
and among the reft, the Difpofal of all 
Ecclcfiaftical Preferments , befides 
fome Civil Employments. However, 
to diftinguifh rightly between the Fun- 
ctions of the Two Councils, one may 
fay, in a limited Senfe, that the Great 
one has the Legiflative Power, and the 
Little one the Executive, except when 
new unprefidented Cafes fall out. 

1 have already taken Notice, that 
the Senators are drawn out of the 
Great Council, and take their Places 
in it whenever it meets; of which 
they are alfo Members ; fo that the Se- 
nate is loft in the Great Council, and has 
no Exiftence while that is aftembled. 

As to the Right of Elefting the 
Members of the Great and LittleCoun- 

cil, 
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cil, it is lodged wholly among them* 
felves, and they chufe one another : 
That is to fay, the Great Council chu- 
fesout of its own Body a newCounfe!- 
lor or Senator, when aVacancy happens, 
with this Reftri&ion, that neither Fa- 
ther and Son, nor two Brothers can 
be of the Little Council at the fame 
time ; and on the contrary, the Senate, 
with the Addition of Sixteen Mem- 
bers of the Great Council, fills up all 
the Vacancies of that Council. The 
Vacancies that happen in the Senate, 
are filled up as foon as the deceased 
Senator is buried, becaufe it is ne- 
ceflary that Council fhould be always 
compleat ; but in the Great one they 
flay, 'till there are fourfcore or an 
hundred empty Places, before they 
make a new Promotion, which ordina- 
rily does not happen in lefs than nine 
or ten Years The Reafon commonly 
given for this Delay is, that they may 
have an Opportunity of contenting at 
the fame time, a great Number of Pre- 
tenders ;but the true one is, that the re- 
maining Members of the Great Coun- 
cil may have the fewer Competitors in 
their Pretenfions to their Bailliages 
and Employments, fince none but 

Mem- 
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Members of that Council are qualified 
for any Place of Truft 

The Sixteen? Members of the Great 
Council, that are join'd to the Senate 
upon a new Promotion, are called 
Seizeniers from their Number, and 
are chofen out of the old Bailiffs, that 
is, fnch as have pafsM their Term of 
Years in fome Bailliage or Govern- 
ment : But that ! may give a clearer 
Idea of the Rife and Function of the 
Seizeniers, it will behecefTary to make 
a fliort Digreffion. 

In the City of Berne, there are 
Twelve Societies, or Companies of 
Tradefmen, which they call Abbeys, 
four Great ones, and eight Lefs. In 
one of thefe Companies, every Citi- 
zen, be he Gentleman or Tradefman, 
nraft enrol himfelf, fince no Body, that 
is not a Member of one of them, is 
qualify'd to be of the Council of Two 
Hundred, or capable of any other 
Employment of Truft. Every one of 
thefe Abbeys has its Head or Chief, 
which they call Seizenier ; the Great 
.Abbeys have each of them Two, and 
the Lefs one, which makes the Num- 
ber Sixteen. Thefe Seizeniers muft 
lie Members of the Abbey for which 

they 
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they ferve, and, as I have already ob- 
served, are chofen out of the Number 
of old Bailiffs, that are in the Council of 
Two Hundred, and that have no Em- 
ployment. So that when new Seize- 
niers are to be chofen, all the old Bai- 
liffs meet at their feveral Abbeys, 
where the Seizeniers are Elefted, not 
by Plurality of Voices, but by Lot ; for 
as many Balls are put into a Bag, as 
there are Pretenders to thofe Polls; 
one of them Gold, and the reft Silver; 
and he that gets the golden Ball, is the 
Seizenier. The fame Pra&ice is ufed 
at all the Abbeys in the Elections of 
Seizeniers ,who are ufually chofen juft 
before the Vacancies in the Great Coun-* 
cil are filled up, and continue in their 
Polls 'till another Promotion is made, 
which,as I have already obferved, hap- 
pens but once in nine or ten Years. 

Befides the Right, that thefe Seize- 
niers have of filling up the Vacancies 
in the Great Council, in Conjun&ion 
with the Members of the Senate, they 
are invefled with fome great and pe- 
culiar Prerogatives. For they are pro- 
perly the Reprefentatives of the Citi- 
zens in the Great Council f whereof 
each is obliged to tajse care, that no- 
thing 
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thing pafs there to the Prejudice of 
his Company or Abbey ; and they are 
not only the Reprefentatives of the 
City, but in fome fort the Guardians 
of the whole State : For they have 
the fole Right of making Reprefenta- 
tions to the Council, of any Grie- 
vances the Citizens labour under, and 
of propofing fuch new Laws, as they 
think may be beneficial, or of abolish- 
ing fuch old Ones, as they con- 
ceive to be prejudicial to the Publick 
in general, or to their Abbeys in par- 
ticular. Nay they are for a little while 
the fole Sovereigns in being, in Con- 
junction with the Four Bander ets ; for 
during three Days before Eafter every 
Year, all other Employments in the 
State ceafe, and they are then im- 
powered to enquire into the Behavi- 
our of every Member of the State, and 
deprive him of his Employment, or 
Place in the Great Council or Sedate, 
if they fee Caufe? but this is a Power 
they ufe very fparingly ; fo that each 
is of Courfe confirm'd in his Poft on 
Eafter Monday, unlefs any of them 
flioiild be found guilty of fome very 
notorious Crime. It is true indeed, 
that the Four BaHdertts and Seizeni- 

ers 
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ers cannot expell ,a Member of the 
Great Council, unleis their Sentence 
be confirmed by that Council; but for 
a Senator, they expel him, when they 
fee Caufe, without Appeal or. Remedy. 

Having thus explain'd the Functions 
of the Sehseniers, 1 (hall continue to 
relate the manner of filling up the Va- 
cancies in the Great Council. 

I have already faid, that the Electors 
are the Members of the Senate,. and 
the Sixteen Seizetwrs, to whom all 
the Candidates make their Court and 
Application. Every one of thefe E- 
le&ors has the Liberty of naming one 
Member, and the two Avoyers two a- 
piece. The Chancellor and the Gnef- 
tier-are- likewife allowed to •■ name one 
each ; befides which, the Commiflary 
General, with fame others, .pretend 
to a Right of being Elected by vertoe 
of their Offices, and. generally are 
fo; by which Means, , there are 4w*ys 
about fifty fare of being Elected ; the 
reft of the Pre tenders take their Chance, 
-and are chofen by the Plurality ■ , of 
Voices. There are but two Conditions 
required to qualifie a Pretender ; one 
is, that he be a Citizen of Berne* of 
fame Abbey $ and. lie, other, that be 

be 
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be at leaft entrcd into his Thirtieth 
Year; wherein they are fo drift, that 
a Gentleman of a good Family was 
excluded from the lad Promotion, 
becaufe he wanted Three Days of the 
A ge required ; as on the other Hand, 
feveral have not only fail'd in their 
Pretentions to the Great Council, but 
even loft, for them and their Heirs 
for ever, the Right of Burgerihip, for 
having omitted thro' Negligence, to 
enter themfelves of fome Abbey. 

The ufual Cuftom is, for every E- 
leftor to give his Nomination to his 
eldcftSon, if he be rqualify'd ; if'not, 
he is Cure of marrying a Daughter, by 
giving ir to the Perfon that marriesrher, 
which often ferves inftead of a /Porti- 
on. Upon this Occafion it ispkafant 
enough to fee, what Numbers of paf- 
iionate Lovers ilart up in three oHbur 
Days time ; for there is no greater Di- 
ftance between the Choice of the Sei- 
z,eniers y and the Ele&ion of the new 
Members. The firft Vifits that a new 
Seizenier receives, as foon as he returns 
home from his Eleftion, are'fufe to 
be from Lovers, that demand his 
Daughter in Marriage, if there be no 

Son in the way ; in which Cafe, the 

Marriage, 
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Marriage, or at lead the Promife of it, 
is as fudden as the Paffion of the Lo- 
ver : For the Seizenier chufes fuch of 
the Lovers, as he and his Daughter 
like beft, and immediately engages 
him in a Promife of Marriage, leaft 
he fhould not keep his Word after his 
Nomination ; fo that it fome times hap- 
pens, that the firft Words, which a 
Lover and his Miftrefs ever exchange, 
are a Marriage Contract. However, 
as there is no Fortune to be made in 
the Kepublick without being of the 
Great Council, and confidering that 
a Man makes but a poor Figure there, 
who is not a Member of it, the Gen- 
tlemen, that are the richeft and of the 
beft Families, are glad to get into it 
by that way, when they cannot fuo 
eeed by any other, and are often con- 
tent to take that Nomination in lieu 
of a Portion. 

This is the ufual Method of filling up 
Vacancies in the Great Council; 
whereby it appears, that the Electors 
not only-favour their own Relations in 
their Nominations, but alfo agree a- 
mongthemfelvestoferveone anotbers 
Friends, in the Choice of the others, 
that come in by Plurality of Voices- 

By 
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By which Means the whole Govern- 
ment muft neceflarily be lodged in a 
few Families, and the Bulk of the or- 
dinary Citizens be excluded from a 
Share in it, unlefs any of them can x 
get in, as it fometimes happens, either 
by the Plurality of Voices, or by mar- 
rying an Ele&or's Daughter. I fay no- 
thing of the Inhabitants of the reft of 
the Canton ; for I have already taken 
Notice, that they are all formally ex- 
cluded from being of the Great Coun- 
cil, and confequently from holding a* 
toy Employment of Truft, as not be- 
ing Citizens of Berne. 

The fame Praftice is obferved in the 
Ele&ions of the Great and Little 
Council of Lucerne > Fribottrg znd So- 
Jeurre; at lead there is no eflential 
Difference, that deferVes a particular 
Remark, except that the Great Coun- 
cil of Lucerne confifts but of an hun- 
dred Perfons,and the Little one or Se- 
nate of thirty five ; but in thofe of Zu- 
rich* Bazil and Schajfhaufen the Me- 
thod is fo different, that it feems ne- 
ceflafy to explain it. 

Thofe three Cities are divided each 
of them into Twelve ornloreTribes,to 
one of which every Citizen belongs, as 

G to 
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to the A bbey s in Berne. And each of 
thefe Tribes has its Quota of the 
Members of the Great and Little Coun- 
cil, as at Zurich; for Example, if I 
miftake not, each Tribe has Twelve 
Members in the Great Council, and 
Four in the Little one, which Num- 
ber is always kept Compleat, and the 
Vacancies are immediately filled up; 
but in fupplying thofe Vacancies, the 
Ariftocratical Genius has again pre- 
vailed, tho* but lately, and by Abufe, 
not by lnftitution. For upon the Death | 
of a Member of any Tribe in the Great 
or Little Council, the Right of chu- 
fing his SuccefTor, inftead of returning 
*• to the whole Tribe,remains in the furvi- 
ving Fifteen Members of it, that are in 
the two Councils, who are at Liberty to 
chufe whom they pleafe, provided he 
be one of their own Tribe ; by which 
Means they have deprived their Prin- 
cipals of the Right of chufing their 
Representatives in both Councils. 

There is another Difference like- 
wife in their Senate. For as that of 
Berne confifts but of Twenty five, be- 
tides the two Chiefs ;thofe of thefe three 
Cities confifl of Fifty, . befides their 
two Chiefs, which are called Burgher- 

Mafters, 
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Matters, tho' but half of them are in 
Office at a time; fo that each half go- 
verns by turns* and is changed every 
fix Months, except in matters of Ju- 
dicature; In which cafes the whole 
number of Fifty is aflembled, and e- 
very one has an equal Vote. Nay at 
other times, for the difpatch of ordi- 
nary Bufinefs, the Fifty are ufually af- 
fembled ; but thofe that are out of Of- 
fice, aflift only for Information of what 
pafTes, and have no Voices. 

Thefe two are the chief Points* 
wherein the Government of thefe 
Three Cities differs from that of Berne i 
So that 1 fhall content my felf with hav- 
ing taken Notice of them, and proceed 
in my Account of the Government of 
Berne. 

I have already fhewn, that the So* 
Vereignty of this Canton refides in the 
Great Council of Two hundred, and 
that the Little Council or Senate is 
charged with the Difpatch of the ordi- 
nary Affairs of it; fo I fhall pafs onto 
the chief Officers and Magiftrates of 
this Cpmmon-wealth. 

The two Chiefs that ate at the Head 
of the Government, are called Avoy- 
trs in French^ and Schultheijfen in 

G * Ger* 
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German. Their Employments are for 
Life, but they exercife them annually 
by turns; whereof he, rhat is in Of- 
fice, is called the Reigning Avoyer, 
who prefides both in the Great and 
Little Council, propofes the Matters 
that are to be Debated there, keeps 
the Seals that are put to all Publick 
A&s and Inftruments, and in fliort is 
the Principal Magittrate, to whom all 
Perfons apply themfelves, that have 
any Bufinefs to pafs in either Council. 
The other A voyer, that is out of Office, 
is only the firft Senator in rank, 'till 
the Year be expired; then he takes 
the Seals of the other, and is reigning 
Avoyer in his turn. Thefe Ports are 
mightily coveted, by reafon of the 
Rank they give thofe that poflefs 
them, :is well as for the. Influence 
they have in the Management of all Pub* 
lick Affairs, which gives them frequent 
Opportunities of doing good or harm 
to great numbers of Perfons, tho'they 
are othervvife fo little profitable, at 
lead to Men of Integrity, that who- 
ever fliould farm one of them at a Thou- 
fand Crowns a Year, would lofe by 
the Bargain. 

The 
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The Employments next in rank, are 
thofe of the Four Banderets^ fo called 
frpuv being the Standard-Bearers of 
the City, which is divided into Four 
Quarters or Wards, whereof each has 
its Standard-Bearer. Thefe Pofts are 
always given to Senators of the firft 
Rank, becaufe they arc very honoura- 
ble and for Life, but fcarce worth an 
hundred Pounds a Year. The Ban- 
der ets were formerly of much greater 
Authority, and had in Effeft ailumed 
to themfelves the whole Government 
of the Commonwealth : For they, to* 
gether with the Sixteen Seizeniers* 
created all the Members of the Great 
Council; and as they had the Nomina- 
tion even of the Seizeniers, one may 
fay the Banderets alone filled up the 
Great Council, and had consequently 
all the Members Votes at their Com- 
mand. But the Citizens finding this 
exceflive Power of the Banderets tend- 
ed to Oligarchy, began tp clip their 
Wings, by taking from them fir It the 
Nomination of the Set centers ; and 
have fince by Degrees fo retrenched 
their other Prerogatives, that they are 
now deprived of all Power, that may 
be dangerous to the Publick Liberty. 

G 3 Nex* 
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Next in order come the TwoTrea* 
furers, One called Treafurer of the 
German Country, and t' other of the 
Roman* or Tats de Vaud. Their Bu- 
finefs is to receive the Revenues of the 
Sovereign, each in his Diftrift. Thefe 
Employments laft but Six Years ; but 
they are reckoned the beft of the State, 
fince thofe that have the Management 
of the Publick Mony, always find 
^Vays of inrichingthemfelyes infpight 
of the beft Regulations. 

Thefe Kight are the chief Employ- 
ments of the Commonwealth, and are 
^1 way s given to Senators, as Rewards of 
their long and faithful Services ; to 
which I may add one more of Confe- 
deration, which muft likewife be held 
by a Senator, and that is the Superin- 
tendant of the PubHck Buildings. All 
fhe other Officers of the Common- 
wealth, fuch as the Chancellor, the 
Greffier, the Commiflary, with many 
others not neceflary to be fpecify'dj, 
jire ufually enjoy'd by Members of the 
Great Council, and fpme inferior Ones 
by Citizens that are not of it ; but it 
very rarely happens, that any Citizen, 
who is not of the Great Council, can 
get any Employment of great Profit. 



Chap.IV. Of their Government. 87 

Having faid what feemsneceffaryof 
the Government, and chief Magiltrates 
in the Capital, I pafs on to thole in the 
reft of the Country. The whole Can- 
ton of Berne is divided into Seventy 
two Bailliages, which are governed by 
fo many Bailiffs, who are Members of 
the Great Council, and are chang- 
ed every fix Years. Thefe Bailiffs 
have the chief Diredion, .each in his 
Dittrift, both of Civil and Milirary 
Affairs ; each is the General of the Mi- 
litia of his Province, and the Supreme 
Judge both in Civil and Criminal 
Caufes. They are indeed aflifted by 
others of the Bailliage in their Courts 
of Juftice, but the Bailiff has the fole 
Power of pronouncing Sentence, as he 
thinks fit ; tho' in criminal Caufes where 
Life is concern'd, his Sentence muft 
be confirmed by the Great Council, 
before it can be Executed ; and in ci- 
vil Ones, there lies an Appeal in Caufes 
beyond a certain Value j for which 
purpofe there are always refidirig at 
Berne, Two Courts of Appeals, One 
for the German Country, and the o- 
ther for the Tats de Vaud. Nay in 
the German Country, by a particular 
Privilege* there lies an Appeal from the 

G + Coyrt 
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Court of Appeals it felf to the Great 
Council ; but thofe of the Tats de Vaui 
have not the fameLibertyallow'd them, 
becaufe, as they are naturally very litigi- 
ous, they would take up too much of the 
Council^ time in hearing their Caufes. 
Thefe Bailliages are all of them Pro- 
fitable, and fomeofthem fo confide- 
rable, that the Bailiffs may live fplen- 
didly during the Six Years of their 
Government, and yet put in their 
Pockets Five and twenty, or Thirty 
Thoufand Crowns, which is a great 
Sum in a Country, where the Law 
retrenches all Superfluities in Equi- 
page, Apparel and Furniture, and 
where OEconomy is fo well un- 
derwood and praftifed. As thefe 
Bailliages are the chief Employments, 
by which Men can make their For- 
tunes in this Country, fo all their Views 
and Defigns are turned that way. For- 
merly every Man, from his firft en- 
tring into the Great Council, began 
to take the Meafures he thought moft 
proper, to procure him the Bailliage 
he aimed at, and made his Court to 
thofe Members of it, who had the 
greateft Credit and Authority, even to 
the Sacrificing his own Opinion to 
1 < : s > theirs 
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theirs in theDebatcs on PublickMatters, 
that had no Relation to their particu- 
Jar Intereft. The Reafon that obliged 
the Competitors for Bailliages* to pay 
fo much Regard and Complailance to 
the Leading- Men, was the manner of 
diftributing the Bailliages by open 
Votes ; by which Praftice every Body 
knew for whom each Member Voted, 
and thofe who did not Vote for fuch, 
as were favoured and promoted by the 
Men mod in Credit, were fure tofuf- 
fer for it, and to find thofe Men a- 
gainft them, when they came to pre- 
tend to any Bailliage for themfelvesin 
their turn. This Method being found 
to have great Influence on the Publick 
Affairs, and to produce very ill Effefts* 
by the Dependence it impofed on Peo- 
ple's well as by the Enmities it raifed 
between Friends and Families, gaveOc- 
cafion to thelntrodu&ion of the Balot, 
which was thought a proper Expedi- 
ent, to prevent the Tnconveniencies 
complain'd of ; fince by that means, 
po Body would know who another 
Voted for, and confequently all Re- 
fentment, upon the Account of falfe 
Friends, would be at an end. This 
Remedy feem'$ goqd in the Theory, 

but 
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but failed in the Pra&ice: For upon 
the Vacancy of any Bailliage or Em- 
ployment, the fame Brigues were car- 
ried on with as much Violence as be- 
fore, and by a little Praftice People 
learnt to difcover, who voted for 
or againft them, as exaftly, as if they 
had (till continued to Vote openly; 
falfe Friends protefted in vain, that they 
had given their Votes as they had pro- 
mised; they were eafily found out, and 
the fameDependence on theGreatMen, 
the fame Enmities between Families 
ftill fubfifted. In order therefore to 
go to the root of the Evil, it was pro- 
pofed, that all Employments fliouldbe 
difpofed of by Lot, and Fortune alone 
ihould decide between People's dif- 
ferent Pretentions. This Propofal met 
With great Oppofition from the leadinj 
Men, who by their Credit hinders 
its taking effeft for feveralYears. How- 
ever in the beginning of the Year 1710, 
it was eftablifh'd at Berne for Seven 
Years, by way of Experiment, as jt 
had been before at Fribourg. So that 
iiow, when any Bailliage, or other 
Employment within the Regulation is 
to be difpofed of, as many Balls, as there 
?ire Competitors for it, are pa;, into a 

Bag, 
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Bag, whereof One is gilt, which he 
that draws, has the Bailliage. 1 fay 
any Bailliage or other Employment 
within the Regulation, became the 
Pofts of Avoyer, Banderet/Treafurer, 
and of all the Senators are (till difpo- 
fed of by the Balot, fince it would 
teem ridiculous to leave to Fortune 
the Choice of the chief Magiftrates, 
that are to have the Direction of all 
the Affairs of the Commonwealth. 
This Establishment has cffedually 
knock'd on the Head all Brigues, 
and deftroy'd all Enmities; if any 
Man be preferM to one more defer- 
ving, 'tis Fortune's doing, and no 
Body can be blamed ; tho' it muit be 
faid for her Honour, that fince (he has 
had theDifpofal of theBaiJliages,itdoes 
not appear, that /he has made a more 
unequal Diftribution of them, than 
the Great Council did before this E^ 
ftablilhment was introduced. How- 
ever, as it difarms the Men of Credit 
of a great Part of their Power, it is 
not to be doubted, but they will lay 
hold of all Opportunities of getting it 
abolifhed ; tho'as the Plurality will al T 
ways find their Advantage in main- 
taining 
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taining it, I queftion whether the 
great Ones will ever fucceed in that 
Defign. 

In the Diftribution of Employ- 
ments, there are Two other Regu- 
lations, which defer ve to be taken 
Notice of. The firft is, that no Bat- 
chelor, tho' a Member of the Two 
hundred, can pretend to any Bailli- 
age or Employment of Profic ; which 
Reftriftion was defigned as an En- 
couragement to Marriage, or elfe to 
ferve as a Reafon for favouring rhofe, 
that have Wives and Children, pre- 
ferably to Batchelors, becaufeit is to 
be fuppofed their Wants are greater. 

The Second is, that when any Perfon 
pretends to an Employment, all his own 
and his Wife's Relations are obliged 
towithdraw,as far as thefecond Cou- 
fins inclufive, becaufe it is to be fup- 
pofed, they will always favour their own 
Relations, tho' againft Juftice or Su- 
perior Merit. However this Regula- 
tion is liable to great Abufes, which 
are frequently put in Pra&ice. For 
when Two Perfons contend for any 
Employment, it often happens, that 
a Third ftarts up, and puts in his 
Claiqa, not with a Profpeft of carry- 
ing 



Chap. IV. Of their Government. jj 

ing it, but purely to favour one of the 
two Competitors, by obliging his own 
Relations to withdraw> when he thinks 
they will not be favourable to that 
Perfon,whofe Intereft he himfelf pro- 
motes. This Abufe has loft its Effeft 
in Relation to Bailliages, and other 
Employments that are tfifpofed by Lot, 
fince the Introduction of that Efta- 
blifhment ; but it dill continues to be 
pradifed in the Difpofal of the Em- 
ployments of Senators, and others 
without that Regulation. No Reme- 
dy has been yet found for that Abufe, 
tho' there fcems to be a very plain and 
eafie one, which is, only to put the 
Queftion for each Pretender feparate- 
]y, and one after another; in which 
Cafe, none but the Relations of each 
Competitor withdraw, while the 
Queftion is put upon him. 

The Places in the Great Council 
and Senate are all for Life, and fo are 
thofe of the Two Avoyers, and of 
the Four Banderets, unlefs in cafe of 
Crimes, orBankrupcy, upon which Ac- 
counts they may be degraded. All the 
other Employments of the Common- 
wealth are held only for fix Years, 
except the Secretaries of the Council, 

and 
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and fome other Polls, wherein Kxpe* 
rience is required; thofe the PofTcf- 
fors may keep as long as they pleafe, 
but they always leave them, when they 
can get a good Bailliage ; except the 
Chancellor alone, whole Employment 
being very profitable, he is defirous of 
keeping it as long as he can ; but the 
late Regulation by Lot has limited 
bis Term to Twelve Years ; at the Ex- 
piration of which, he muft refign that 
Poft, tho' in lieu of it he has alfo the 
Choice of a Bailliage. 

It happened formerly, that Perfons of 
great Credit, as Toon as their Term 
was ended in one good Bailliage, 
would by the fame Intereft get imme- 
diately into another, or at lead in fome 
Ihort Interval of time ; by which Means 
it came to pafs, that a few of the lead- 
ing Men engrofs'd all the good Bail- 
liages, either for themfelves or their 
Relations. Therefore in the new Re- 
gulation by Lot, Provision is made a- 
gainft fuch partial Distributions: Fotf 
now the Bailliages are divided into 
Five Clafles according to their repu- 
ted Value, and an old Bailiff is difa- 
bled from pretending to any Bailliage, 
but of the two laft Clafles $ belides 

which* 



Chap. IV. Of their Government. $f 

which, there mutt be an Interval of 
feven Years, between the time of his 
quitting one Bailliage, and pretend- 
ing to another; and even then he rauft 
drop his Pretentions to the Bailliage 
in queftion, if any Member of the 
Great Council, who has never had a- 
ny, be willing to accept of it. 

Tho* the Places in the Great and 
Little Council be for Life; yetthofe 
in the former are of no immediate 
Profit, any further, than as they lead 
to all the Employments of the State- 
Each Member has indeed fome little 
Allowance of Corn and Wood for the 
ufe of his Family, but it amounts to a 
Trifle not worth mentioning; and for 
the Salaries of the Senators, they do 
not amount to above Three hundred 
Crowns a Year, including fome Per- 
quefites annexed to them. So that I 
belive there is no Country in the 
World, where the Magiftrates ferve 
the Publick for fmaller Rewards than 
in this, and that with fo much Dili- 
gence and Labour, that their whole 
Time is taken up in the Difcharge 
of their Offices; neverthelefs, they 
are not only contented with them, 
but follicite them with the greateft 

Larneft- 
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Earneftnefs ; for tho' they be of fmatt 
Profit, yet they give Credit and Di- 
ftin&ion to tbofe that enjoy them. 
If the Fortunes to be made here are 
little, their Expence and Way of li- 
ving are proportioned to them ; and 
every Body, fooner or later, is fure of 
fomething, which he enjoys in Quiet 
and Security; whereas in moft other 
Countries, where the Fortunes are 
greater and, more fplendid, there are 
but few that arrive to them, and 
thofe that do, are fubjeft to very 
fudden and violent Revolutions. 

I have obferved, that the Senate is 
charged with the Difpatch of the 
ordinary Affairs of the Government: 
However there are feveral Commi/fi- 
ons or feparate Magiftrates, appointed 
for the Dire&ion of particular Af- 
fairs, an! are all compofed of Mem- 
bers of the Great Council, 

The moil important of which, is 
the Secret Council, cofififting of the 
Avoyer out of Office, who prefides, 
the Four Banderets, the Twb Trea- 
sures and the Two Secret Counci- 
lors. To this Council are referred 
fuch Matters of State, as require 
greater Secrecy than is to be expe* 

fled 
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fted in numerous Affemblies. They 
are inverted with a Power of aftini 
in many Cafes, as they think moi 
for the publick Gorfd, without con- 
faking the Great Council ; tho' when 
the Danger of divulging the Secret be 
over, their Petitions muft be ratified 
by it, before they can take Effect. 
They are likewife a fort of State-ln- 
quifitors, who take Cognizance of all 
Matters, that may endanger the Pub* 
lick Welfare. 

The next is. The Chamber of Ban* 
deretS) otherwife call'd the OEconomi- 
cal Chamber, by which the Accounts 
of the Bailiffs, and of all others, that 
are accountable to the Sovereign, are 
examined and allowed. This Chamber 
is compofed of the Band e rets in Office 
and the twoTretfurerswhoprefide by 
Turns. 

After that isTheConfiftory, which it 
aChamber compofed of Clergy and Lay* 
men, tho' the latter are in greater Num- 
ber, that the Supremacy of the Sove- 
reign.inEcclefiafticalMatters may be tho 
better maintain'd. This Chamber takes 
Cognizance of all Matrimonial Caufes 
of Adultery, Fornication, and of all 
other Offences againft good Manners : 

H Among 
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Among which, that of Adultery was for- 
merly punifhed with Death for thefirft 
Fa&, but they have a few Years fince 
abated fomewhatfof that Severity, and 
now put fuch Offenders to Death on- 
ly upon the third Convi&ion; howe- 
ver for the firff and fecond, they not 
only punrlh them by Fine and Imprifon- 
ment, and deprive the Offenders of 
their Employments, if they have any, 
but declare them incapable of exerci- 
fingany for the fttttrre. 

There is alfo a Magiftracy appoint- 
ed to fuperintend the Execution of 
the Sumptuary Laws* which they call 
La Chambre de Reformed They are 
very exaft in fining fuch as wear any 
thing that is prohibited, both becaufe 
the Fines arifing from thence are Per- 
quifites of their Office, and becaufe 
it highly concerns the State to have 
thofe Laws duly obferved, for Reafons 
that (hall be alledged in another Place. 
I have already mentioned the Two 
Courts of Appeals for Civil Caufes; 
befides which, there is an ordinary 
Court of Juftice, where both Civil 
and Criminal Ones are tryed at Berne 
in the firft Inftance, according to the 
common Law of the Country; which 
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is diiefly grounded upon the Civil or 
old Roman Law; tho*they have man^ 
Cutfoms and Statutes which differ 
from it, nor is the Civil Law, as fuch* 
received here any further, than it feems 
Agreeable to Equity in the Cafe in 
Queftion, 

TTiefeislikewife an Officer,- call'd In 
German The Qrofs-tVeibel; and in 
French* The Gros Sautter, who is at 
the Head of this ordinary Court of 
Juftice, and is particularly appointed 
to prefcfve the Publick Peace of the 
City, and to punilti fuch as break it/ 
according to the Nature of the Offence; 

Thefe are the (landing Magiftracies 
or Gommiffions, that are always in 
being, and are all of the Great Coun- 
cil, except the Clergymen that are inf 
the Confiftory. Yet when any new 
Bufinefs arifes, they appoint an ex- 
traordinary Cotnmiflion or Commit- 
tee to examine it, which fubfifts ho 
longer than the Bufinefs referred ttf 
them requires. 

Thus! have gone through the Fontf 
of the Government of Berne, and the 
feveral Parts of which it is compofed? 
I have likewife taken Notice, as I 
went, of any eflential Difference be- 
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tween it, and thofe of the other fix 
Cantons with Cities, whether divid- 
ed into Tribes, or not. There # are 
indeed fome Employments in the o- 
ther fix of different Names and Fun- 
ctions, as well as fome peculiar Cu- 
ftoms and Ufages in each Canton ; but 
as they make no real Change in the 
Frame of the Government, I purpofely 
avoid entring into a nice Detail of em, 
which would take up a great deal of 
time without giving any Satisfa&ion to 
the Readers. 

Neither is it to my Purpofe in this 
Place, to fet forth the Excellency of 
fo well tempered a Monarchy as Ours, 
beyond any other Species of Govern- 
ment. My Bufinefs here, is only to 
reafon upon the different Kinds of 
Commonwealths in Switzerland, in 
order to fliew their Advantages or De- 
feds with Relation to one another, 
according to the Rules laid down by 
the warmeft Advocates of Popular 
Schemes. The ableit of them agree, 
that a Commonwealth ought principal- 
ly to guard it felf by its Orders and 
Regulations from two Sorts of Sediti- 
ons ; one, among the Citizens, or Go- 
verning Part of the Commonwealth, 

which 
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which often happens, when there is an 
unequal Diftribution of Employments 
among fuch as have an equal Right 
to pretend tcTthegtf' and the other, 
among .the Subjeds or Governed, 
which Cafe falls out, when they are 
ruled by unequal Laws, that put fome 
Members in a worfe Condition, than 
others of the fame Commonwealth, 
By what I have faid of the Government 
of thefefeven Cantons with Cities, it 
appears, that its Frame is equal enough 
in relation to the Interiour Parts of it, 
or among the Governing, but is very 
unequal in Relation to the Subje&s or 
Governed, who are excluded from ha- 
ving any Share in it. 

Other {landing Maxims of Popular 
Governments are, That a Common- 
wealth, framed for Preservation, muft 
have a well regulated Militia, equal 
Agrarian Laws, and an equal Rota- 
tion of Magiftracy. A well regula- 
ted Militia, in Oppofition to a Hand- 
ing Army of merceneray Troops, 
that may overturn a Government at 
Pleafure. Equal Agrarian Laws, that 
one or a few Families may not fo far 
exceed the others in Riches, and con? 
fequently in Power, as thereby to en- 

H 3 danger 
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danger the Publick Liberty ; and an 
equal Rotation <of Magiftracy, that 
each may have jin MsTurji his bhare pf 
the Po weiu [^^^Mjfi^i^pf the Go- 
vernment, lrfrPr^okion' toA|| Me- 
rits. . m . 

All thefe Cafes are found in the Go- 
vernment of thefe feven Cantons I 
now fpe^k of. For Fir^ they have 
3. well regulated Militia, aslfliall ihtw 
In another Place. 

Secondly, they have in Effeft a pret- 
ty equal Agrarian ;fince by their Laws, 
all their Children both Male and Pie- 
male inherit in equal Portions; tho* 
the Father has a Power of difpofing 
by Will of a Third of his Eftate, to 
fuch San or Sons as he favours mod ; 
fo that the great eft Eftates are foon 
divided ihtofmall Parcels, and conse- 
quently an Equality of Power is in fojne 
Meafure preferved among tjie people. 

Thirdly, There cannot be a more 
equal Rotation among the Magiftrates ; 
firice, except fdme tew, they are all 
bhaiiged every , fix Years, and each 
Member is employed in his Turn, 

iFrotti thefe Confiderations I am apt 
to believe, that the Sovereigns of thefe 
Cantons have little Caufe to apprehend 
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any inteftine Divifions among them- 
felves; But as the Sovereign Councils 
have by degrees deprived the reft of the 
Citizens of many Privileges, and that 
the Principal Families endeavour ftill 
more and more to engrofs the Govern- 
ment 'to fhemfelves, there have been 
fedkious Infurreftions in fome Cities 
againft the Magistrates, and more are 
to be feared, unlefs Care be taken to 
content the Bulk of the Citizens, by 
ehufifcg a greater Number of them in- 
to the Adminiftration. 

But in relation to the Subje&s, the 
Government is very unequal. The 
Sovereign Potirer is for ever lodged a* 
mong the Citizens of the Capital of 
eaefiCanton,out of theBody of which all 
the Members of the Great Council mu ft 
be thofen, and all the gpe£ Employ- 
ments exercifed by Members of that 
Council ; fo that the Inhabitants of the 
reft of the Canton are totally excluded, 
from having any ihare in the Govern* 
ment. This Eftabliihment was very 
reasonable in the Infancy of their .Com- 
monwealths, when their Territory 
reached but little beyond the Walls of 
their Cities, and for that reafon makes 
po great Difproportion at prefect in 

I* 4 fllC 
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the Cantons of Baxfl and Schaffbauftn, 
becaufe they are of very fmall Extent ; 
but in the other Five, who have very 
much enlarged their Territory fince the 
firft Inftitutioo, there is fo great aDifpro- 
•ortion, as may one Day endanger the 
rubveriionoftheAriftocraticalGoyerq- 
ment among them. Tolnftanceinth^t 
of Berne \ where the Inequality is the 
mod .vifible, becaufe it is the largeft 
Canton, it is certain, that there are not 
above Eighty Families, that have any 
Share in the Government at prefenf , 
tho* there be above Three hundred and 
Sixty Families of Citizens in Berne, 
and that their Canton makes at, leaft a 
third Part of Switzerland. 
! The different Frames of Populaf Gq- 
verftiscntt have been compared to fe- 
veral ft><fr,9f Columns or Pillars; and 
the mod pferfeft of them to that of f a 
Pyramid, which bcjng largeft a^-the 
Bottom, leflens by Degrees, as it rife?, 
'till it ends in a Point And as the Foun- 
dation of it is broader than any other 
Part, it cannot fink under its own 
Weight,and is much harder to overturn, 
than a Pillar of any other Form. So 
the Politicians fay, that a Government, 
ijvjiich uke$ into its frame the whole 

Mafs 
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Mafs of the People, and upon that Ba- 
ils raifes its Structure, mufl needs be 
more itrong and durable, than any o- 
ther % where the Foundation is narrow- 
ed, by leaving out good Numbers of 
the People, who are not only not ia- 
terefted in its Prefervation, but per- 
haps on the contrary have Reafon to 
wiih its Overthrow. On the other Hand 
aa Ariftocratical Government is com- 
pared to a Pyramid inverted, or fet 
on the little end, which mutifoon be 
cruih'd by its own Weight, or elfe o- 
. ve/ turn'd by a fmall Force from with- 
out; fo that as there are but few con- 
cerned in its Prefervation, and many 
in its Overthrow, in hopes of Govern- 
ing in their turn, it feems fcarcepof- 
fibje, that the Few ihould be long able 
to maintain their Ground againft the 
Strength of the Many. I know this 
form of Government has fubfifted for 
feveral Ages in thefe Cantons, and may 
probably do fo longer, while they live 
in Peace; but upon any violent Con- 
cuflion of thefe States, whether the 
Blow come from within or without, it 
is much to be feared, the Pyramid will 
be fhoved down, and the Government 
pyerturned. In the fpace of Eight 

Years, 
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Years, I have feen Civil Commotions 
in Geneva , Lucerne and Zurich* oo 
cafioned by the Discontents of the 
Citizens with their Governors, for 
retrenching their Privileges, and en- 
groffingftill more Power to themfelves; 
which have generally ended in fatisfy- 
ing them in their Grievances. For it is 
obferved of late Years, that the Citi- 
zens gain Ground upon the Gover- 
nors, and force them to rc-inftatethem 
in feveral Privileges, which they had 
by degrees taken from them. But all 
thefe Reformations end only in the 
greater or lefs Number of Privileges 
granted to the Citizens of the ! Capi- 
tal, and no way concern the Bulk of 
the People, that live in the reft of the 
Canton. The Inference I would draw 
from this Obfervation, is, that if 
Difcontents and Civil Commotions a- 
rife in theCapitals ofthefe LittleStates, 
how much more juftly may they be 
apprehended in the Great Ones, where 
the Inequality of the Government is fo 
much the greater, as the Extent of 
Territory is fo? 

It is true indeed, there aretwoCon- 
fiderations, whi?h feem to promife 

Peace 
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Peace and Security to the Government 
of thefe Cantons, One is, that they 
lay fcarce any Taxes upon their Sub- 
je#s, who are certainly the motlfree and 
eafie of any in the ; World ;fo that they 
have no reafon to fear InfurreSions 
from that great Source of Popular Dis- 
content. And thfe other is* that all 
the Cantons are, by their mutual Al- 
liances, obliged to faccour one ano- 
ther in the. Support, of that form of 
Govef nment^which each has embraced. 
But I doubt getthtr of thefe Securi- 
ties are much to: he relied, on : For 
hy what L can : obfefve, the. Sufajefts 
think no Mildnefi in the Government, 
can make them' Amends for the Hard* 
(hip of being excluded from fheinfture 
in it; And as to the Security grounded 
on their mutual Affiftance, befides, that 
it is a dangerous Experiment, to call 
in Stranger&to pacifteDomeftick Broils, 
the Proteftants and CatholickShaVe fo 
little Affeftion one for another, that 
there is. no Reafon :to believe, one 
would do anything for the Preserva- 
tion of another of a different Religion. 
And as* to the Canton of Berne in par- 
ticular, all the other are fo jealous of 
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its overgrown Power, that there is 
no one of the Twelve, which would 
not be glad to fee its Strength and Ter- 
ritory leffened. It were therefore 
heartily to be wifhed, that thefe Arifto- 
cratical Cantons, and efpecially that of 
Berne % could find out fome way of en- 
larging their Foundation, by letting 
greater Numbers of the People into 
the Adminiftration ; which would Inter- 
eft theol more in the Defence of it. 
It is true indeed, that fome few Fami- 
lies in the Pais de Va*d> have at dif- 
ferent tintes been made Citizens of 
Berne* and that at every Promotion, 
Two Citizens of that Province ace cho*« 
fen itito the Great Council ; but that 
is fo fmalt a Number in proportion to 
the Gentry of it, that the Benefit is 
not felt by the Bulktff the People, 

As to the Government of the Six 
other Cantons, Vry, Scbwitz, 'tinder- 
wald f Zug> Glaris and APfenxel* it 
is wholly Democratical, and is fo plain 
and artlefs, that it will be eafie to give 
an Idea of it in few Words. 

Each of thefe Cantons is divided in- 
to more or lefs Communities or Di- 
ftri&s, according to its Extent, the 

largeft 
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largefl whereof, I think, has Twelve, 
fomc Six and others Four. Every 
Community forms in fome Refpeftsan 
independent Sovereignty, judging its 
own Members, without Appeal, both 
in Civil and Criminal Matters, where- 
in the reft of the Canton is not con- 
cerned. But as to the Management 
of Publick Affairs, each Community 
chufes one Deputy, all which Deputies 
meet at the Place appointed, and form 
the {landing Council of the Canton. 
And if there be any Matter to be treat- 
ed of more than ordinary Importance, 
they fend two and fometimes three 
Deputies apiece. This Council has 
the Management of the ordinary Af- 
fairs of the State, but with a limited 
Power; for the Sovereignty refidesab- 
folutely in the univerfal Mafs and Bo* 
dy of the People. Every Male in the 
Country, from Sixteen Years of Age 
upwards, has his Voice, and the Gen- 
tleman and his Servant have an equal 
Share in the Sovereignty. But thefe 
Aflemblies of the People are not very 
frequent, by reafon of the Inconveni- 
eneies that attend them : They gene- 
rally meet once or twice a Year, to 

chufe 
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chufe their Publick Magiftrates or De- 
puties, to be fent to the Diets, tho' they 
are called together oftner, as there 
happens to be Occafion for their Con- 
fenc , or Approbation of any Publick 
Aft* The chief Officer of the Can- 
ton is called Land-Aman : He is cho- 
fen by the Aflemhly of the whole Peo- 
ple, who in all Queftions give their 
Affirmative Votes, by holding up their 
Hands. His Poft refembles in its 
Fundions, thofe of Avoyer or Burgo- 
mailer ; but inftead of being contiftu- 
v ed, as they are, for Life, he is changed 
in fome of thefe Cantons every Year* 
and in others, every two Years. He 
prefides conftantty both in their {land- 
ing Council, and in the AflembJies of 
the People, and in general is the chief 
Direftor of the Affairs of the Country, 
with the Affiftance of the Council. At 
the fame time that they chufe a Land- 
Aman s they chufe his Deputy, which 
they call St adt baiter, who officiates 
during his Abfence or Indifpofition. 
They have likewife their Treafurers, 
Secretaries, and other Publick Offi- 
cers, who are chofen by the Aflembly 
of the People* and are from time to 
time confirmed or changed, accord- 
ing 
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ing to the different Cuftoms in the fe- 
veral Cantons. 

This is all that is neceflary to 
be faid of the Government of thefe 
petty Cantons; which, by allowing 
each Member an equal Share in it, 
feems to intereft every Part in the 
Prefervation of the Whole It is true 
indeed, that the common People here 
are generally ruPd in their Opinions 
by the Gentry, whom they fuppofe to 
be wifer than themfelves ; but then they 
make them anfwerable in a manner for 
the Succefs, and often punilh fevere- 
ly fuch as have given them Advice* 
that has proved pernicious. 

As Ariftocratical Governments fail 
by the Narrownefs of their Foundati- 
on, fo do the Democratical Ones for 
want of good Rules and Orders : The 
former, fay the Politicians, degenerate 
ufually into Oligarchy, and the lat- 
ter fall into Anarchy. So much is 
certain, that where the whole Body of 
the People are allowed todebate Mat- 
ters of State^ in publick Affemblies, 
Confufion cannot be avoided ; as on 
the other Side, where the People are 
sever confulted by themfelves, or 
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their Reprefentatives, they will have 
little Concern for the Welfare of a 
Government they have no part in, and 
perhaps will be glad to fee an Old one 
deftroyed, in hopes of mending their 
Condition in a New. And as to the 
different Commonwealths eftablifhed 
in thefe Cantons, I will venture to fay, 
what I know will feem a Paradox in 
the Ariftocratical ones ; which is, that 
the Government of the Popular Can- 
tons comes nearer to, or at leaft may 
toore eafily be made a perfeft Com- 
monwealth, than the other. To make 
the Popular Governments fo, there 
wants nothing, but to fend a Deputy 
from each Community of the Cantons ; 
all which fhould form a Petty Council 
or College, whofe Bufinefs fhould be 
only to prepare and digefl Matters. Af- 
terwards, Four or Five Deputies more 
fhould be ele&ed out of each Com- 
munity, to form a Senate, in imitation 
of the Tregadi at Venice in order to 
Examine and Debate what the Petty 
Council fhall think fit to offer for the 
Publick Good; and then, what this 
Senate has approved, fhould be pro- 
pofed to the Publick Aflembly of the 
People, not to Debate upon, but only 

to 
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ib approve or rejeft. Thfls the Petty 
Council propofing, theSenatedebating* 
and the People chufing, <J<?j in the O- 
pinion of the molt famous Republi- 
cans, forth a perfeft Commonwealth ; 
provided the Deputies) that compofe 
fchele Two Councils, be regularly 
changed by a fettled Rotation. 
'This Eftabliflimeht feeins tot me very 
eafie to be introduced in the Popular 
Cantons ; whereas in the Ariftocratical 
Ones* the whole Frame of the Govern- 
ment mult be broken to Pieces to bring 
it about, which is a Change not to be 
hoped for, while it is the Jntefelt of 
thofe, jthat govern* to keep the Power 
always in their Hands. Nay* upon the 
Foot thefe Two forms of Ooyern- . 
ment now Hand, I will venture to af- 
firm, The Popular one witf in. all Pro- 
bability latt the longer: For though 
through want of good Rules, and by 
feafon of the Debates allowed in the Ai- 
femblies of the People, there will happen 
Confttfion and Diforders, which muft 
heeds fliake it, yet, as it reds upon theBa* 
lis of the whole Body of the People, it 
wiU very hardly be overthrown ; where- 
as I have already lhewn, why the A* 

I rifto- 
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riftocratical Governments are eauly 
fubverted. 

Upon the whole, I know there is 
nothing fd eafie, as to find Faults in e- 
veryForm of Government, and nothing 
{o hard, as to (hew a perfed One re- 
duced to Praftice ; whereof the Chief 
Reafon perhaps may be, that fcarce a- 
ny Legiilator has been at Liberty to 
raft his Frame at once, and purfue one 
entire compact Scheme. Moft of the 
Plans of Government fettled in the 
World; feem to have been formed 
like Houfes built at feverat times ; for 
as the old Parts of them always deface 
the new, and render them irregular, fo 
upon the Eftabliihment of any new 
Frame of Government, fomething of 
die Old is ftill pr eferve'd, and enters in- 
to theFrame of the New, which is not of 
a Piece with it, and consequently fpoils 
its Symmetry. 
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GHAP. V. 

Vf their Diets, and of the Helvetick 

Union, 

TT AVING given an Account of tbe 
O Fom of Government eftablifh- 
ed in eacH Particular Canton, it feems 
heceffary in the next place, to fay fome- 
thihg of their publick Government in 
their Diets, wherein the Majefty of 
the Helvetick Body is reprefentecl, by 
Deputies from all the Cantons in se- 
veral. 6 

A General Diet of the Cantons u- 
faalty meets once a Year, at the Feaft 
of St. John Bdftifti andlafts not above 
i Month, uitoefs feme extraordinary 
Affairs intervene. The Occafion of its 
Meeting, is chiefly to examine the Ac- 
counts of thfe Governors of their corn- 
toon Bailliages ; to hear and determine 
any Appeals from the Sentences of 
fhofe Governors, both in Civil andCri- 
minal Matters ; to inquire into their 

I x Con- 
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Conduft, and punifti their Misbehavi- 
our; to redrefs any Grievances the 
Subje&s of thofe Bailliages may labour 
under; to compofe any Differences, 
that may arife among the Cantons or 
their Allies ; and in fhort, to confider 
of the Meafures molt proper to be 
taken, for the common Good and Safe- 
ty of the whole Helvetick Body, with 
Relation to the prefent Jun&ure of 
Affairs both at home and abroad. Thefe 
are the ordinary Occupations of this 
Midfumraer-Diet,befides which, fome 
Extraordinary ones generally arife, For 
the Ministers of Foreign Princes and 
States redding among them, common- 
ly make ufe of that Opportunity, to 
apply themfelves to the Helvetick Bo- 
dy, either by an Audience or Memo- 
rial, when they have any thing to pro- 
pofe to them for the Service of their 
Matters: And the French AmbafTador 
in particular, goes regularly to the Diet 
to make bis Compliments^ho'he have 
nothing to Negotiate with them. 

Beflcfcs this AnnualDiet, which meets 
of Courfe at.the tinje appointed, each 
Canton has the Liberty of Summon- 
ing one Extraordinarily, whenever it 
finds Occafion j and the Minifter ofa- 
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ny Foreign Prince may convoke one, 
as often as he thinks his Matter's Ser- 
vice requires it, provided it be call'd 
at his Charge, that is, upon his de- 
fraying the Expences of the Deputies. 
So that there feldom pafles a Year, 
wherein one extraordinary Diet at leaft 
is not caljed, upon fome of thefe Oq'pa- 
fions. 

, The Diet confifts of two Deputies 
from each Canton, who take their 
Places, according to the Rank of the 
Cantons they reprefent : befides which,- 
tjie Abbot of St. Gal, and the Cities 
pf StGalznd of. Bienne fend their 
Deputies, to it, as Allies. Zurich be- 
ing tjiie firft Canton, its fir ft Deputy 
always prefides at th^e; Diets, propofes 
the Matters to be debated, col lefts 
the Votes, forms the Resolutions, 
and does, all the other Functions of a 
Prefident of an Aflembty., ThisC^ 
ton, prppgrly fpeaking* not Qhlypre^ 
fides in the Diets, but in ^H' other 
Times and Places; for it is its Office to 
convoke the Diets, by writing Circu- 
lar Letters to the Cantons, to acquaint 
them with the Reafons of calling them 
together, and defirethem to fend their 
pepjities inftru&ed ujion the Points 
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therein mentioned. The iforirA De- 
puties likewife form the A6fchetA x as 
they call it, at the breaking up of the 
Diet, which is fent to all the Cantons, 
and contains the Refill tsr of their De- 
liberations; fo that they are the Se- 
cretaries as well as Prefldents of thefe 
Aflemblies, and always are trie .Spoked 
men, when the Deputies of the Can- 
tons are fent to Compliment,. or ; 
treat with the r Minifter of any Foreign, 
Prince. '"'•"' 

Before the Change of Religion, which 
happen^ in. Stwttzerfand abpjit the.' 
fame time as in Germany, none hut 
General Diets were known, and the 
Common Ihtereft of their* Country w$s 
promoted with great Zeal, and Una- 
nimity: But fince one Part of the Can- 
tons embraced the Reformed Religion! 
and the other duck to the Roman- 
Catholick, their State, as well as their, 
Church, has been divided. From that 
time the Mutual Confidence has been 
loft, the Zeal of each Party for its Re- 
ligion has produced Enmities, and jea- 
loufies of one another's Defigns ; fo thaf 
one may fay, the Reformation gave a 
Blow, which has fplit the Helve tick 
Body in two ; For as the Intereft of 

Reli- 
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Religion enters more or left into all 
their Publick Actions , the General 



Diets are now only kept op, to regu- 
late the Affairs of their common Bail- 
liage's,and to maintain an outward Ap- 
pearance of Union among them; where- 
as indeed all Pubtick Affairs of Con- 
fequence, are treated at the particular 
Diets of the two Religions, whereof 
thofe of the; Proteftants are held at 
Arraiaty and thofe of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks at Lucerne ; which being the 
n&ft pdwef rul Canton among tbem, 
tfcts as 'their Head, as Zurich is at the 
Head of the. Proteftants. There are 
no fixed times for convoking thefc 
Particular Diets: fo they are (amnion- 
ed extraordinarily, whenever either 
Party thinks -it neceflary. 

The clofe Alliances, by which the 
•Jtiir teen Cantons are linked to one ano- 
ther, their manner of acting, as Mem- 
bers of one Body, in their Diets, and 
the many Treaties they, have Jointly 
entered into with feveral Foreign 
Princes and States, have given Ground 
for an Opinion, whichis.gerierally re^ 
ceived in 'the World, that [thefc Thir:; 
teenCantonsmafce but One Common- 
wealth, like the States of the United 
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PrtviK'si yet whoever will take the. 
Pains to enquire into the Foundation, 
of their Unipn, will find them fo nuny 
independent Commonwealths, joy'nea 
indeed by very ftri&Mliancesfor their 
mutual Defence, but fo far from mak- 
ing but one Sovereignty, or one Body, 
that there is not fo much. as any one 
Publick Aft 'or Inftrument, by which 
they are bound together, or wherein, 
the Thirteen Cantons ate reciprocally 
engaged eaph to the other. So' that if 
they are (uppofed to make but one Bo- 
dy, it muff be a Body without a Head, 
or elfe with asfnany Heads as they are 
Cantons j either of which Suppofitions: 
forms as moiiftrous a Production in 
Artificial Bodies, as in Natural. 
"The 
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tents of it are *« That each Canton 
•■« iball aififtand fuccour the others with 
" their utmoft Force, and at their 
** own sixpence, againft all Perfons 
** or States, that lhouid aflaultormo- 
*f le$ any of them ; that neither of 
** the Cantons fhallfubmit to receive a- 
" ny new M)vcreign without theKoow- 
'* ledge and Confent $f the others; 
'* That none fliall enter into aay tin--- 
t( gagement or Alliance with any o* 
c< ther Prince or State, without the- 
«* fatd, Confent; and that, if any Dif- 
•*« ference ; fliould arife Between any 
'*; Tsf°: i ^ thefe confederated Can- 
'*) tqns^theThird (halt be the Arbitra- 
«* tor, and/hall be obliged to affift 
(< that Canton, which fiibmits to its 
*f Arbitration; againft: the other that 
" ihall refufe it, 

Afterwards, as the Cantons increas'd 
in Number, another Alliance was for- ' 
med between the Eight Old Ones, • 
which was ratitied in the Year 1481, 
whereof ihe Tenpur is, •*« That the 
'? Alliance be only defenfive, and that 
M none of the Cantons ihall b« obli- > 
♦« ged to aJEft any other in an offen- 
♦f five \yarj tfcafc leaft any War 
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" nrigtit be* ttMy undertaken, the 1 
< Caufe of Comprint given to any 
" one Canton, (hall be communicated' 
«« to alfctfce others, who fliall judge'oF 
". the KeafoaabtenttTs" of it; which • if 
«« they find well grounded, and tnat 5 
" there be fofficlent Caufe to maki 
" War, then they flialt affift the corn- 
's plaining or injured Canton, but not' 
" • other wife : However they (ball firffc' 
" fend; Deputies to the offending Par- 
«« ty,to endeavourto makeup ihe' : JDi£' 
" ference, if poffible $ that fo the<Can- 
«*- ronrmay not proceed to a War, but' 
« when all tfope* df Accbm'mdtfation' 
" are loft*. Tnat^ when the War is' 
«•• broke ootv attl«he f tantoifeiwithont' 
Many! further* 'Sutortnohs or'pelay;' 
«e flUtt fend theft f utmoft Force to the 1 
" Succour and Relief df the Cantori 
«< that is atfid^dV or elfe employ 
ct their Troops in" making' a DiVerfi* 
". on ; of'the Enemy's Forces, as may ! 
" be thooghrmoil Expedient: That 
" as longa* the* War lafts, the Aux- 
" iliary Troops -fliall' bemaihtainy by ; 
«- the *ef£e&iver Cantons ' that fend ' 
'<<- them* that IPany Siege- is rbbeun-' 
"," dertafcen, for^the -particular Service 

« of 
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" of any.oneCttiton.that Caatonihall, 
" defray fh;e extraordinary Cbarge.of, 
" it; but if it pe. for the joint Service. 
"' oiSherr> ill,, toe» each Canton, to, 
« f»y its. Proportion.. Thai no.Ca'nr. 

* tbn.flnll b$ "obliged to, march its, 

• Amtijiarits put, of the Limits of, 
" Switzerlajii, upon any Pretence 
«• whiufpeyer.i Xhat uppn W^ 1 
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« e or State,' vpithouf the, 

« each othery but the ,re- 

■« reereftryetpfhemfelyes, 

«' f. Provided the League, 

'« j ----- -Jito, contain nothing that 

"i nee, 

" ' d to 

" And, 

«< Ob, 

11 be 
" e, or 

ct 

Alu-i 

an tons, 

ex Cri- 

M Dn- 

pbrtance t6 the Pablick, ■ to* be partU 
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". tary.I aws fhereinreferred tp, ftould 
"be received throughout theVJiote 
" Nation, and the Obfervation of 
" them -enjoined. 

: Frbm that time to 
Alliance has been made I 
tho' Five other Cantoi 
fince received into the 
dy. Nay, fo far-are the] 
one Body, or one Co 
that only the Three 01. 
directly allied with every one of the 
other Twelve. There is indeed fuch 
a Connexion eftabliflied between them, 
that, in cafe any one Canton were at- 
tacked, all the other Twelve would 
be obliged to march to its Succour; 
biit it would be by Vertue of the Re- 
lation, that Two Cantons may have 
to a Third, and not of any direct Alli- 
ance fubfifting between every one of 
them. As for Example, of the Eight 
Old Cantons, Lucent has a Right of 
calling but Five to its Succour, in cafe 
of Attack; but then fome of thofe 
Five have a Right of calling others, 
with whom they are allied, tho' Lu- 
cerne be not ; fo that at laft, all mud 
match by vertue of Particular A1K-, 
ances, 
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races, and not ttftmy (Central One a- 
jnong them all. 

Since therefore there isuo Aftorlii- 
ftrument,by which theyare'all incorpo- 
rated into one Body, nor ft> triuch Vs a 
Particular A'Hiance ofeach Canton with 
every one of the others, there can be 
no Ground to maintain, that they make 
but one Commonwealth or Sovereign- 
ty. The truth of it is, that they baVe 
nothing in common, which proves any 
Dependence one on the other : There 
is no common Civil Judicature in be- 
ing, that has the Right of obliging all 
the Cantons by its Declfions < there is- 
no common Treafure, no comfntfri 
Coin, nor any one common Mark of 
Sovereignty ; but on the contrary, each 
enjoys them all in if* own particular 
Canton. Each exereifes the Right Of 
making particular Treaties with Fo- 
reign Princes and States, of fending 
and receiving Pubtick Minifters, and 
of doing feparately all other A&s of 
Sovereignty ; and if the Thirteen 
Cantons fend any Ambafladors abroad, 
they never chule One or Two to re- 

J>reient them alU but each Cantort 
ends its own Reprefentatives,tolhew 

its 
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its Right of Sovereignty. From whence 
-it plainly appears, that thofe -Princes, 
who rerafe to treat the Minifters of a- 
ny Particular Canton as Amhafladors, 
and to pay them the Honours due to 
that Charafter, when they are invert- 
ed with it by their Superiors, cannot 
jujOkifie their Proceeding by any good 
JRJeafbns. 
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C HAP. VI 

Of their People and Vifpofitions, 

THERE is no one Quality fb u- 
niverfally allowed to the S<w fi- 
xers, as that of Valour; and thofe Na- 
tions, who rally them for other pretend- 
ed Defefts, not only confefs their Bra- 
very, but are glad to pay dearly for 
the Service of their Troops. In all 
the Records of paft Ages, where-ever 
we find the Helvetians mentioned, it is 
very much to their Honour upon that 
Account. Livy and C*fir (peak of 
them in their Writings, as of a brave 
warlike People; and they have ever 
fince kept up that Character in the 
World. The long Wars, which they 
maintained againft the Houfe of Au+ 
ftria* with fo much Courage and Sue- 
cefs, in defence of their Liberty, rai- 
fed their Reputation to fuch a Heigh v 
that the molt powerful Princes of Eu- 
rope coveted their Alliance. The Popes 
have often ufed them for the Support 
of their Spiritual Empire ; and the ob- 

ftinatc 
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ftinate Defence they made, with a 
Handful of Men, in a Battel near Ba~ 
&H* againft a powerful Army comman- 
ded by Lewis the Eleventh of France 
when Dauphin, gave that Prince the 
firft Defire of making an Alliance with 
them, and of engaging a Body of their 
Troops in his Service. The Sforza's 
Dukes of Milan, owed the Recovery 
of their Dukedom to the Alliance 
and Support of the Switzers; and 
Charles the Bold the laft Duke of 
Burgundy, owed his Misfortunes and 
Death to the Enmity he had conceived, 
and the Wars he waged againft them. 
Their Troops are as famous for their 
Fidelity to the Service they engage in, 
as for their Courage : lnfomuch that 
in all their Hiftory, there is fcarce to 
be found any Example of Treachery 
among them. We have teen on the 
contrary, in theTwo laft Wars between 
the Allies and France* lingular Proofs 
of their Fidelity ; and that not only 
Swift Troops in general, but even 
thole of the fame Canton, and com- 
manded by Friends and Relations, be- 
ing in different Service,, have charged 
one another with great Fury, and with- 
out any Sufpicion of Collufion between 

K them. 



1 5 o Of tteir People Chap. VI. 

them. It is indeed laid to their Charge, 
that they formerly delivered to the 
French-, Lewis Sforka Duke of Mi- 
lan firhamed the Moor, who, in or- 
der tofave himfelf, march'd with them 
in the Habit of a Swifs Soldier, but 
Wis difcover'd by one of them named 
Tkrtttm, and put into the Hands of 
his Enemies, who tent him Prifoner 
to France. But this can be reckoned 
only the Aft of one fiogle Man* and 
ought not to be imputed to the whole 
Ka'tio'n ; the rather becaufe the fame 
Hiftory of the Wars of Milan fays, 
that the Swijs Troops were fo much 
Incenfed again ft this Turman for his 
Treachery, that they condemned him 
to be torn in Four Quarters by Hor- 
des, and immediately put the Sentence 
in Execution. Except this fcngle fa- 
•ftance iti a private Soldier, I meet 
%ith none in their Hiftory ; unlefsone 
would reckon the Sufpicion juftly e- 
taough conceived again ft an Officer in 
the Dtike of Ssttofs Service, during 
> the Idte War with France, who after 
having abandon'd his Poft without de- 
fending it, went over to the Enemy. 
t*y whom he was not only kindly re- 
ceived, but advanced. 

Thus 
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Thus tb£ Fidelity and Courage of 
the Troops of this Nation, have in- 
duced the Kings of France* from the 
time of their firii Alliance, oot only to 
keep a good Body of them in conftanr 
Pay* but f the more co engage tbfcir Af- 
fection*, to grant them great Privileges 
in that Kingdom, and maintain a Re* 

fiment of Swifs Guards always on 
oot, chufmg to truft their Perfons to 
•the Cuitody of the Smtztrs, rathe* 
than to their nafurai Subje&s. And 
the < Dntch fuifidently fhew the Va- 
lue they put upon the Swifs Troops, 
by keeping on foot a Body of Ten 
Thou&nd of them in time of Peace, 
at the fame time that they break Na* 
tional Ones, and tho # the Swifs Pay 
be considerably greater. 

It is a general Charge againft the 
Swkaersi*h*t they traffick with Men 
as with other Merchandize, *nd fell 
their Troops to thofe who will pay 
bed for the in, without confideringtfae 
Merits of the Cauie they are to ifight 
for. This is a received Opinion in t hp 
World} yet is known to be a very 
groundless one by fach as have lived 
among them, and are acquainted with 

K * thek 
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their Maxims, as will better appear 
from the following Confiderations. 

Iri the fii it Place, They never grant 
Troops to any Prince or State, but by 
Vertue of fome preceding Alliance ; 
nor do I know of more than one In- 
ftance, wherein they have afted con- 
trary to this Maxim ; and that was in 
the Year 1 694, when feverai Compa- 
nies were raifed in the Canton of Berne, 
for the Service of the States General ; 
yet even in that Cafe, the Canton 
proceeded with all imaginable Cauti- 
on :For tho' an Alliance with the JDutcb 
was promifed them at the fame time, 
which they knew would be very ad- 
vantagious to their Affairs; yet becaufe 
it was not a&ually tnade, they buffer- 
ed indeed fome private Citizens to 
raife Companies by Connivance for the 
T)utch Service, but the Sovereign was 
not concerned in the Levy, nor would 
own them for National Troops, 'till 
the Peace of Ryfwick was made. 

Next it is to be obferved as another 
Maxim of theirs, that they grant 
Troops only for the Defence of the 
State they are given to, and not to 
aft' offenfively : So that they never per- 
mit the Swtfs Troops in the French 

Service, 
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Service, to invade the Empire or Hol- 
land; nor on the contrary, fuch as are 
in the Service of thofe Two, to in- 
vade France. There are indeed Ex* 
amples of Swifs Officers, who have a- 
died contrary to this Maxim, to make 
their Court to the State they ferved ; 
but their Sovereign has never approved 
their Conduft in fo doing, and has often 
fined and punifhed fuch as have tranf- 
grefs'd this Rule, As on the contra* 
ry, there are Examples of Swifs Offir- 
cers in the French Service, that have 
quitted good Polls, becaufe they would 
not march with their Regiments into 
Holland $ad the Emfire > in the War 
of 167%. 

Thirdly, all Levies for any Foreign 
Service, that are not authorized by the 
State, are forbid under fevere Penal? 
ties ; and fuch as offend that way, are 
fure Jto be pupifti'd, if they are disco- 
vered. 

And Fourthly, the Sovereign never 
receives any Subfidy, or other Ad- 
vantage from the Prince or State, to 
whom a Levy of Troops is granted. 
The Cantons content themfelves with 
jiving fuch Auxiliary Troops, as are 
:ipulfted by their Alliances, and pro? 

K 3 curing 
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ring a Beneficial Service to their Sub- 
jects, without referving any Profit to 
themfelves. So that it plainly appearV 
from thefe Limitations, that the com- 
mon Reproach of their felting Men is 
very undeferved, and ought perhaps 
lefs 10 be charged upon them, than 
upon forae of their Neighbours. Tho* 
I rouft add, that what I fay of the 
Swit&ers upon this Suhjea, ought 
to be reftrain'd chiefly to the Prote- 
ctant Cantons : For it muft be owned, 
that the Conduft of the Catholic!* 
Ones, efpecially of thofe they call the 
Petty Ones, is by no Means fo regu- 
lar, and gives often Occalion, in other 
Cafes as well as this, of drawing Re- 
proaches upon the whole Nation from 
Strangers, who do not enough diftin- 
guiih net ween them. 

The Reputation of the Switzers 
for Wit, runs folow in the World, 
that whoever undertakes to defend 
them upon that head, is in danger 
of being thought to have a very lit- 
tle Share of it himfelf However that 
Confideration ftiall noc deter me from 
doing them Juftice, both becaufe I am 
of Opinion, that very little Strefs is to 
be laid upon National Characters, and 
(x -. • .i becaufe 



Chap. VI. and Difpofitiont: i j j 

becaufe I find, that Strangers, who have 
jived among them, do not think they 
deferve the Character they have upon 
that Account, ft would be giving too 
much weight to fuch an Imputation, 
to refute it ferioufly : W herefore I mall 
content my felf with faying, that I have 
no where met with Men of more found 
and clear Judgment, of greater dexte- 
rity in the Management of Affairs, nor 
of more lively Conversation, with true 
Wit and Genuine Humour, than are 
to be found among fome of that Na- 
tion, who have had the advantage of 
* good Education improved by Travel. 
And I will be bold to affirm further, 
that I have feen fome Subjects treated 
by aGentleman of thatCountry, with (o 
great Penetration, fuch Juttnefs of 
Thought, and Clearnefs of Expreffion, 
that the keeneft Wit of Spain or Italy* 
would have been proud to have been 
the Author of bis Writings. Yet the 
heavieft Nations of Europe* think they 
have a Right of rallying the Switz,ers 
for their Dulnefs ; tho' there feems to 
be no other Ground for it, than that 
of the Poverty of their Country : For 
I am apt to think* that what Juvenal 
fays of fingle Perfons, 

k 4 m 



i jtf Of their People Chap. VI. 

jV/7 habet infielix Taupertas durius 

infe, 
Quam quod ridicules homines facit.->— 

will be found to be as true of whole 
Nations; and that a poor People, like 
a poor Man, appears to many an Ob- 
je& of Scorn. But the truth is* the 
Switxers owe this Part of their Cha- 
racter chiefly to the French* who lay 
Bulls and Blunders to their Charge, 
much of the fame Sort, as thofe we fa- 
ther upon the Irijh y and expofe them 
upon their Stage, as the greateft Block- 
heads in Europe. This unmerciful 
manner, with which the French treat 
them, both in their Converfation and 
Writings, has fpread an ill Opinion of 
them where they are not known, and 
taught Nations to laugh at them, that 
are not to be compared to them. The 
Switxers are fo fenfible of the Preju- 
dice their Charafter lies ynder upon 
this Score, and, at the fame time, know 
fp well they don't deferve it, that 
they very frankly tell you more ridi* 
cuious Stories of themielves, than you 
can hear from others ; and prove, by 
T . (heir Ejwmple ? the Juftnefs of the 

Frwk 
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French Proverb in this Particular, That 
nothing but Truth is jhocking. By all 
that I could obferve, the French* who 
laugh at the Switzers* are generally 
out-witted by them, when they treat 
of any Bufinefs ; and I have feen fome 
French-men* who gave the en fe Ives the 
Liberty of rallying them in Conversa- 
tion, fo ihamefully out-done by them 
at their own Weapon, Wit, that lam 
miftaken, if they have not ever fince 
had quite another Opinion of the Na- 
tion. However, the Prejudice runs 
fo ftrong againft them upon that Ac- 
count, that it would be as difficult, as 
it is needlefs to remove it. Nay, fome 
of the Switzers themfelves, have the 
Weaknefs fo far to favour that Preju- 
dice, especially thofe of Neufchatel 
and Geneva* whofe natural Tongue 
is French* that they look upon it as 
a real Misfortune to be Switzers* 
and don't care topafs for fuch, but in 
Cafe of Need, that is, when they want 
the Protection of the Cantons. 

One may divide the People of Swit- 
zerland into three Orders or Claflbs ; 
firft, the Peafants ; fecondly, the 
Gentry and Vaflals ; and thirdly, the 
Citizens. The firft are an honeft, robuft 

and 
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and laborious People, whomNecefiity 
has taught to be excellent Husband- 
men, and to make the utmoft Advan- 
tage of an ungrateful Soil : So that by 
Application and Induftry,fome of them 
arrive at great Riches for People of 
that Rank, it being no extraordinary 
thing, to fee a Farmer worth forty or 
fifty thoufand Crowns. They are Af- 
fectionate to their Sovereigns in the 
Ariftoeratical Cantons, who, on the 
other fide, govern them with great 
Mildnefs. Tney haye been always u- 
fed to live in a State of Liberty, of 
which they are very jealous, and fo 
little acquainted with Taxes, that it 
would be a dangerous Experiment to 
go about to lay any new ones upon 
them. Thefe Qualities neceflarily 
form good Soldiers, and render them 
not only hardy and patient of Fatigue, 
but bold in Aftion, and obedient in Di- 
fcipline. What I fay of the Peafants 
here, is to be underftood chiefly of 
thofe of the German Country ; for the 
others of the Tais deVaud\mtz not fo 
good a Reputation ; they are accufed 
of Laxinefs, and of being given to 
Stealing. Thefe Vices are generally 
imputed to theGpodnefsof their Soil ; 

which 
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which not finding them Employment 
enough the Year round, leaves too 
much fpare time to People formed only 
for bodily Work. However, in* other 
Refpe&s, they equally deferve the Cha- 
rafter I have given of the Peafants. 

By the Vaflals and Gentry, 1 mean 
fiich of the better Sort, as are not Ci- 
tizens of the Capital of any Canton, 
and are confequently excluded from 
all Employments at Home, whether 
they live in Subje&ion to any one Can- 
ton, or to many. This Clafs of People, 
in my Opinion, is the leaft happy of 
any in Switzerland. Fortho'fuch as 
have Lands and Seigneuries, enjoy 
them in great Security, and pay little 
or nothing to the Sovereign ; yet being 
incapacitated for all Employments of 
Trnft, (unlefs one would reckon the 
Petty Magistracies in their Cities) and 
living in a Country where Trade is 
dead, and little to be got by any Pro- 
feffion, the eafieft of them have much 
ado to be contented with their Condi- 
tion. And for the reft, the only Rer 
fuge they have, is to feek their For- 
tune in fome Foreign Service; where- 
of there are but few tbatfucceed ; parr~ 
ly from the Difficulties that Strangers 

meet 
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meet with every where, in eftabliftiing 
themfetves at a Court, and partly from 
the Advantage, which the Citizens of 
their own Country hare over them, 
as to the Military Service; fince the 
Cantons always prefer their Citizens 
to their Subje&s, wheja they give 
Troops to any Foreign Prince or 
State. 

As to the Citizens of the Ariftocrar 
deal Cantons, efpecially that of Berne >, 
which I always have chiefly in view, 
they may be divided into Three 
ClafTes, the Trades-men and Mer- 
chants, the Pen-men, and the Mili- 
tary Men. The firft are generally e- 
fteemed to be proud and lazy ; which 
Qualities chiefly proceed from two 
Privileges they enjoy. One is, their 
Right of being chofen into the Go- 
vernment by Vertue of their Burger- 
{hip, which makes them proud; and 
the other is, that of hindering any but 
* Citizen, from exercifing any Trade 
within the Cities, which makes 
them lazy. From whence two In- 
conveniencies naturally flow: One, 
that the Inhabitants pay very dear for 
their Goods ; and the other, that the 
Workmen are bad ; for where there 

is 
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is no great Choice of Artificers, one 
rnuft be contented not only with bad 
Work, but to pay fuch a Price for it, 
as they pleafe to impofe. 

The Wholefale Merchants are few* 
and only in the threeCantons oiZuricb, 
Bdzi/iud Sch*ffhaufen\ In the others, 
where there is little Trade, they are 
rather Shopkeepers than Merchants, 
and make but a imall Figure. 

They call fuch Pen-Men, as have ne- 
ver been in any MilitaryService abroad, 
nor exercifed any Trade at home. 
•This Branch of the Citizens in theCan- 
tohs, where there is little Trade, have 
no Fortune to hope for, but by their 
Bailliages ; fo that all their Thoughts 
are taken up about getting into the 
Great Council; For when they are 
once in, a Bailliage cannot fail them 
fooner or later ; in the mean time they 
live upon their Rents, and are employ- 
ed in the Under-Magiftracies of the 
City. 

The Military Men are fuch as have 
ferved, and do ferve in the Armies of 
fome Foreign Prince or State, who are . 
the moft efteemed of any fort, both 
becaufe they are the moft Polite, and 
becaufe the Trade of Arms is reckon- 
ed 
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ed here the moft honourable. Thefe 
ufually continue in fome Foreign Ser- 
vice, 'till they have got Money enough 
to live eafie, then return home, and 
put in for fome Bailliage, if they are 
of the Great Council ; if not, they felr 
dora quit, 'till they arc grown very old, 
or have fome other particular Reafon. 
^ut fuch as are qualified to pretend to 
an Employment, mud quit ; for they 
cannot enjoy any at home, while they 
are in Service abroad. 

It is certain, that the moft confide*** 
ble Fortunes, that have been made in 
Swk&erUttd) have been raifed by Mi- 
litary Service, and chiefly by that of 
France; and the Genius of the N*itk>n 
{till leads the People to a Soldier's 
Life preferably to any other: How* 
ever, I have heard it with Reafon maio- 
tatn'd,that confukriog bow many Of- 
ficers ace killed, or other wife mtfcar- 
ry, before they can get a Poft ooitft- 
derable enough to fa ve Mony oat of 
«t» and that aU {he Subalterns, who 
canmoc Jrve on their Pay, are farced 
to tipevd of their own, it will be found 
upon the whole, that more Money goes 
oat of the Country, than is brought 
into it, by Foreign Service. 

Among 
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AmftngtheCitixens* there are federal 
NobleFamilies,that were formerly both 
Wealthy and Powerful, whereof there 
are Six in particular at Berne, which 
are called Noble by way of Diitindion : 
But they have long fince been mixed 
with the Body of the Citizens, and 
now enjoy no Preheminence above 
them, but the fmall ones of being called 
J4ncker> and of taking the Hand, as 
being Trimus inter Tares. 

TheCountry is extremely Papulous, 
and the Women the moft fertile, I be- 
lieve, of atoy in Europe. One general- 
ly finds Nine or Ten Children in a Fa- 
mily, and fometimes double the Num- 
ber. Nay there are Men in more than 
one Canton now alive, who have a- 
bove an hundred Perfons of both Sexes, 
defcended from thefa Loyns. TheCa- 
tholick Cantons have the common Re- 
fuge of Convents, to eafe Families that 
are overftock'd with Children; but 
•among the Proteftants, thefe numerous 
Offsprings are very burthenfoitie, and 
make the richeft Man feem poor, when 
his Eftate comes to be divided equal- 
ly among them, according to their 
Laws, which I gave an account of in the 
Chapter of their Government. 

Tho* 
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Tho' great Nutpbetsof Children are 
vey chargeable to Families; yet Mar- 
riage does no where fo univerfally ob- 
tain. And it is indeed made neceffary by 
their Laws ; for among the Protectants, 
no Body can have any Bailliage or o- 
ther Employment of Profit, that is not, 
or has not been married. So that if 
they did not continually drain their 
Country, by keeping Troops in Fo- 
reign Service, they would foon be fo 
much overftockM, in proportion to 
the Extent and Fertility of it, that in 
all Probability, they would break in 
upon their Neighbours in Swarms, or 
go further to feek out new Seats, as 
their Anceftors attempted to do in the 
time of Julius *C*far> and as the Huns 
and other Northern Nations did, upon 
the Declenfion of the Roman Empire. 

In the Education of their Youth, 
they initiate them betimes in the Pro* 
feffion, for which they defign them; 
and after fome time fpfent at a Gram- 
mar School, fend them abroad, if they 
can afford it : Thofe that are defign'd 
for Trade, are fent to learn it in Hol- 
land, France, or the Empire; and fuch 
as are deftined to Arms, are entred 
Cadets in fome Swifs Regiment abroad, 

either 
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cither in the French ox "Dutch Service* 
according as they are inclined, or as 
they fee a Profped of rifing ; fo that 
their want of good Education at home, 
puts them in a way of feeking it abroad, 
which generally turns to their Advan- 
tage in the Courfe of their Lives. 

It is obferved of the Switzers, that 
they learn the Language, and put on 
the Manners and Faihions of the Coun- 
tries where they live, with great Eafe. 
They ftudy them at firft to render them- 
felves agreeable, and by Degrees make 
them habitual; fo that it is not difficult 
to find out, by the Air and Drefs of 
a Swift Officer, in what Country he 
ferves. Thofe that ferve in France 
for Example, appear as different in 
their Drefs and Humours, from thofe 
that ferve in Holland, as if they were 
two Nations. The former wear very 
gay Cloaths,have aFor wardnels in their 
Behaviour, and a Loquacity in their 
Conversation , which they catch in 
that Country; while the latter are 
generally plain in their Drefs, mo deft in 
their Manners, and referved in their 
Difcourfe ; whereof the former Qua- 
lities are more taking with the Wo- 
men of their Country, and the latter 
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with the Men, as more agreeable to 
their natural Tempers. 

There are not wanting in this Coun- 
try learned Men in the two Great Pro- 
feflions of Divinity and Law, tfpeci- 
allyin theUniverfities of Baz,il y Berne 
and Laujfanne % as well as at Zurich % 
but, generally fpeaking, their Clergy- 
men are only Divines, and their Law- 
yers meer Lawyers; few are to be 
found of an univerfal Knowledge; and 
as few, that have a fine Tafte of Po- 
lite Learning, This Defeft does not 
proceed from want of Genius in the 
People, but rather, in my Opinion, 
from want of Leifure andEafe in their 
Fortunes. Every Man, as he grows 
up, betakes himfelf betimes to fome 
Profeffion, or is otherwife bufied in 
the Care of his Fortune, which the 
fafhion of Marrying Young mikes ne- 
ceflary; fo that there are few, whbfe 
Minds are free enough from domeftick 
Cares, to employ their Time in unpro- 
fitable Speculations, which are the 
proper Amufement only of the Weal- 
thy and the Idle. This will be eafiiy al- 
lowed, when it is known, that Parents 
here never dived themfelvesin Favour 
of their Children, of any considerable 

Part 
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Part of their Eftates during their Lives 1 
they give them frnall Portions when 
they Marry, then leave the young 
Couple to live upon the Intereit 
of the Mony as they can, and 
keep Houfe for themfelves. Few a- 
mong the richeft of them will give a * 
Son> when he Marries, a bum in Prin- 
cipal of a Thoufand Pound, and the 
Generality not above half fo much; fo 
that with all theThriftinefs and good 
Husbandry poflible, there are none of 
them that can live upon the Intereft of 
their Portions,without running in Debt, 
The Swit&er s have been noted, du- 
ring many Ages, for great Candour in 
their Dealings, and Simplicity in their 
Manners, as well as in their Drefs. But 
thofe who examine them at prcfent, 
do not think they deferve that Cha- 
racter, fo well as they did formerly j 
and I have heard many of them com- 
plain of the Luxury and general Cor- 
ruption of Manners, introduced of lata 
Years among them, which they chiefly 
attribute to the Officers, that return 
from Foreign Service, and particular- 
ly from that of France. However that 
be, it is certain, that the Cantons of 
BernCy Fribourg and Soleurre* that arc 
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in the Neighbourhood of France, have 
much more of the Airs and Manners 
of that Narion in their way of Living, 
than the others that are more diftant ; 
and it is a wonder to me, how the 
Town of Bazily that is fituated upon 
the Frontiers of France, has fo long 
maintained its Ruffs and old Swifs 
Drefs, both in Men and Women, a- 
gainft the general Contagion of the 
Trench Modes. In the Three former 
Cantons, the French Language is more 
ufed among the Better fort, than the 
German ; infomuch that there are ma- 
ny of both Sexes, that cannot write 
their own Tongue. The Ufe of the 
Trench Language has introduced the 
Freedom of their Behaviour both in 
Men and Women, and has been fol- 
lowed by that of their Drefs, or at leaft 
an Imitation of it, as far as their Purfes 
can reach ; and would be carried to a 
yet greater Excefs, if the People were 
left at Liberty to follow their own In- 
clinations. But here the Magiftrate 
has wifely interpofed, and put a Curb 
upon their Vanity, by prohibiting all 
coftly Apparel; otherwife it were to 
be feared, that they would ruin them- 
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felves, by imitating a Nation, they are 
not able to vye with in Expence. 

Thefe Modes the French introduce 
under the Notion of Politenefs, where* 
of they make themfelves the Stand- 
ard, by which they meafure that of all 
otherNations : Thofe who come neareft 
to them in their Faftiions and Manners, 
are in their Opinion thegenteeleft ; and 
thefe Three Cantons are, for that 
Reafon, allowed by them to be the moft 
Polite. I confefsthat a graceful Gefture 
and Complacency of Manners, tho' not 
absolutely neceffary, are little Advan- 
tages eafily attained, and yet not to be 
contemned ; but to lay great Strefs upon 
fuch Trifles, and ro take them for true 
Politenefs, is quite miftakingthe Sha- 
dow for the Subftance. Nay even as 
to the Exterior Air and Manners, in 
my Opinion, all Imitation is difagree- 
able. Every Nation has its peculiar 
Fafhions bed fuited to the Genius of 
the People; and what is moft Natural, 
will always be moft Becoming. So that 
for one Nation to imitate another, is 
going out of its Character , and never 
turns to the Advantage of the Imita- 
tor. The French have the Glory of 
feeing themfelves followed in their 
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Modes more than any other Nation, 
and at the fame time the Pleafure of 
making abundance of awkard Mi- 
micks, for want of confidering, that 
what is the natural Effeft of the Gay- 
nefs and Levity of that Nation, ren- 
ders a more Flegmatick People ridicu- 
lous, that endeavours to Copy them. 
If the People of thefe ThreeCantons, 
have fuffered themfelves to be infeft- 
ed by the Neighbourhood of France, 
with fome Vices that are not of their 
natural Growth, I believe they have 
learnt from them fome good as well as 
bad Qualities; and particularly owe to 
the Example of the French, the Sobrie^ 
ty that reigns among them. The Swit- 
zers have always pafs'd in the World 
for great Drinkers, and ftill have that 
Character; yet I muft do them the 
Juftjce to fay, that how well foever they 
may have deferved it formerly, it 
would be very unjuft to reproach them 
with it at prefent. The common Peo- 
ple of moft Countries are apt to give 
into that Vice, and fo does the Swift 
Peafant ; but for the Peopte of Fafliion, 
whether Men of Bufinefs or of Plea- 
sure, the Practice of it is very rare a- 
jnong them, efpecially in thefe Three 

Can- 
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Cantons. They have indeed Publick 
Feafl$, and folemn Occafions of Re- 
joycing, wherein ExceflTesare coromit- 
ed, but their ordinary Habit and Courfe 
of Life is certainly very fober. I am 
not indeed fo well acquainted with the 
way of living in the other Cantons ; 
but by what I have heard of them, I 
may venture to affirm of the Switzers 
in general, that they are the lead given 
to drinking, of any Nation or Race of 
People fprung from the German Stock* 
I wifli I could as eafily juftifie them 
of another Crime laid to their Charge, 
which is the Corrupt Adminiilration 
of Juftice. But that Vice is too pal- 
pable to be denied, and would argue 
roo great Partiality in me, if I ihould 
pafs it over in Silence. It is certain, 
that in the Petty Cantons and the 
Common Bailliages, Juftice is almoft 
venal, and that t|he greateft Profits of . 
their Bailiffs arife from the Partial Exe- 
cution of it. All Criminal Offences, that 
are not Capital, among them are ge- 
nerally punifli'd by Fines, which are 
applied to the Bailiffs Ufe, and it often 
happens, that in Civil Caufes the belt 
Purfe carries it. I ihould be glad I 
could fay, that this Corruption jreignM 
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only in the Catholick Cantons, and 
Common Bailliages ; but it muft be 
owned, that, tho' it be incomparably 
lefs in the Proteftant Cantons than in 
the others, yet even among them, the 
Judges arefometimes tempted by Pre- 
feots to favour the wrong Caufe ; and 
their Bailiffs are not wholly free from 
Extortions. Not that the Sovereign 
there does any way approve fuch un- 
juft Proceedings ; on the contrary, 
there are very fevere Laws againft Of- 
fenders of that kind ; but as every Mem- 
ber of the Great Council has been, or 
may be ode time or other in the fame 
Cafe, fuch forts of Complaints are not 
too nicely fifted into, but rather ac- 
commodated between the Parties, un- 
lefs the Cafe be fo flagrant, that the 
Sovereign for his Honour is obliged 
to take Cognizance of it ;and then the 
Bailiff is fure of being puniflied. In- 
juftice and Extortion in never fofmall 
a degree, are certainly Faults not to 
be allowed in any Government: But 
if it be confider'd on one fide* that 
the only Fortunes, which the Citizens 
can make in their own Country, arife 
from the Profits oft heir Bai Hi ges,and 
on the other, that the Subiefts pay 
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Iktle or nothing to the Sovereign, it 
ought not to appear very ftrange, if 
they connive at fome few irregular 
Exadions. In thofe Cafes it is, that 
they look with an indulgent Eye upon 
the Petty Failings of Men, opprcfs'd 
with numerous Families and narrow 
Fortunes : And in this Senfe one may 
venture to fay, it is harder for poor 
Men, than for rich, to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; for tho* I will 
not lay it down for an Universal Truth, 
that rich Men are honefter than poor, 
yet, I think, I may boldly affirm, that 
poor Men often yield to Tempta- 
tions, which they would refift, if they 
were eafie in their Fortunes. 

The Women of this Country, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, are handfome and 
well ihaped : But thofe that live in the 
Neighbourhood of the Mountains, are 
fubjeft to Wens or fwell'd Throats. 
Thefe Excrefcencies always disfigure 
a Perfon more or lefs, and fometimes 
make Monfters : For I have feen fome 
of them half as big as / one's Head. It 
is generally believed, that thefe Swel- 
lings are caufed by Drinking Snow Wa- 
ters, which cannot be avoided by the 
People of the Mountains ; for in the 
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Summer the Sun melts the Snow, 
which mixes with their other Waters, 
in fptght of all they can do to hinder 
it. The Men have thefe Wens as much 
as the Women; but as Beauty is 
more the Woman's Property, and that 
the Men can better hide that Defor- 
mity by their Coats and Cravats, it is 
much more offenfive and confpicuous 
in the one, than in the other. How- 
ever this Malady reigns chiefly among 
the common fort of People ; the ou- 
tliers either are free from it, or elfe 
flop it from growing to a Head, by 
early and conftant Remedies they take 
for that Purpofe. 

The Women want no Charms ei-> 
ther in their Perfons or Conversation, 
efpecially in the Three Cantons of 
Berne j Frihourg and Soleurre* where 
they receive Vifits with the fame Free- 
dom as in franc e ; tho' in forae others, 
where they are not often allowed that 
Liberty, want of Praftice makes them 
a little puzzled in their Behaviour to 
Strangers. They have, generally fpeak- 
ing, the Reputation of being Chaft, 
and certainly are good Houfwives ; tho* 
perhaps their Chaitity among the 
Protectants, is as much owing to their 
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Political Infli tut ions, as to their Com- 
plexions or Devotion. For as on one 
Side, all ferious Gallantries pafs for 
Crimes among^hem, much more than 
in other Countries, and are puniihed 
as fuch, when found out; fo on the 
other, all Incentives to Love are in 
a manner retrenched. All publick 
Spectacles, fuch as Plays and Opera's, 
are forbid ; there are no Balls or Dan* 
cings allowed, but in cafe of a Wed- 
ding ; and all fine Cloaths, with Sil- 
ver or Gold, Jewels or Lace, are pro- 
hibited to both Sexes. Thus the Tem- 
tations,to which their Women are ex- 
pofed, are fewer and weaker ; while 
the Motives to deter them, are more 
and ftronger than in other Countries. So 
that the Law and Cuflom difcounte- 
nancing all Gallantry, and the early 
Cares of a Family taking up their 
Time and Thoughts, there are few 
of them, that bufie themfelves in Love- 
Intrigues, which feem to he the Ef- 
fefts of Idlenefs and Luxury among 
the Women of other Countries. 

But to conclude this Chapter by epito- 
mizing their Character; the Swit seers 
are a People equally brave in Arms, and 
faithful to their Engagements ; who 
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have more Efteem for the Military Vir- 
tues, than for the Civil Ones, yet are de- 
firous to live in a perpetual Peace them- 
felves,and to make War for others. 
They are perfe&ly able, when united, to 
defend themfelves againft any Invader; 
but not in a Condition to make Con- 

2uefts upon their Neighbours • Their 
Jountry is crowded with People, 
which generally make the Riches of 
other Nations, out for want of Trade,- 
increafe the Poverty of this. It pro- 
duces none of the Superfluities of Life, 
and not enough of the Neceffaries; 
yet by the Advantage of their Situ- 
ation, both are fupplied them by their 
Neighbours at reasonable Rates. It 
happens to be placed almoft in the 
Center of Europe, without being tho- 
roughly known, and they are courted 
for their Valour by fome of their Neigh- 
bours, who fcarce allow them any o- 
ther good Quality. One may fay of their 
Republicks, as of private Men : They 
are placed in a certain Mediocrity of 
Fortune, which puts them below En- 
vy, and above Contempt. One finds 
among them none of the gaudy Plea- 
fuers of Courts, but a great deal of 
the Satisfaction, which proceeds from 
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a quiet eafie Life. In fhort, they 
have more Wit, and perhaps lefs Sin- 
cerity, than the World allows them; 
and teem to conceal fome of the Sub- 
tleties of the Italian* under theFrank- 
nefs of the German. Their Virtues 
are natural to them ; and their Vices 
chiefly owing to the Temptations, 
which Men ftruggling with Difficulties 
are apt to fall under. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of their Religion. 

IN the Courfe of this Relation, I 
have already taken Notice of the 
Difference ofReligionambngthe Can- 
tons, and diftinguiflied the CathoJicks 
from the Proteftants. But as the Te- 
nets and Doftrine of the former are 
too well known, to need any Expla- 
nation, what I am goinc* to lay upon 
the Head of Religion, is to be under- 
ftood of the Latter. I have only to 
obferve of the Catholicks, that they 
are thought to be the moft zealous and 
bigotted of any in Europe, partly from 
the Ignorance wherein they are Edu- 
cated, and partly from their Mixture 
with the Proteftants. For it has been 
long obferved,that where the Two Re- 
ligions are tolerated in the fame Coun- 
try, the Enmity upon that Account is 
greater, than between the Profeffors of 
each, who are of different Nations. 
Becaufe where People of different Per- 
fuafions live together, and are obli- 
ged 
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ged to have a continual Intercourfeone 
with another, the likelihood of ma- 
king Converts is greater, from the 
Propenfity of the common People 
to reafon among themfelves about reli- 
gious Matters. The Clergy therefore, 
to prevent thefe Defertions among 
their Flocks, take more Pains to 1 aife 
the Averfion and Horror of the People 
againft the Religion of their Adver- 
faries, than in a Country where there 
is but one Religion profefs'd. From 
which Reafon it proceeds, that the 
Roman Catholicks in Switzerland do 
really entertain molt frightful Ideas of 
the Proteftant Religion, and aft inPur- 
fuance of them, upon any Queition 
that arifes about it. 

It were to be wifhed, that the Pro- 
tectants agreed, like the Catholicks, in 
Doftrine andDifcipline, as well as in one 
common Name; but they are unhappily 
fo divided into feveralBranches,that the 
general Denomination of Proteftants 
does not fufficienrly denote the Species. 
Therefore to explain it further, the 
Proteftant Cantons are of the Reform- 
ed Religion, as it was eftablifh'd in 
France* and as it now fubfifts in Hol- 
land* both in Doftrine and Difcipline. 

They 
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They embraced theReformatiottat the 
fame time, that the great Revolution 
in Religion happened. While Luther 
preachM in Germany, and Calvin at 
Geneva, Zuinglius, Oeca Latnpadius, 
Bucer, Bollinger and others, were 
carrv ; ng on the time Work at Zurich, 
Bazil>znd other Parts of Switzerland. 
There was at that time fo general a 
Difpofition to (hake off the Yoke of 
Papacy, and reform the Abufes crept 
into the Romifh Religion, that it is 
highly probable, the Change would 
have been univerfalin that Country, 
if the Controverfie had been decided 
by Scripture and Reafon. But the Ca- 
tholicks not thinking fit to truft their 
Caufe to the Force of Argument, had 
Recourfe to their beftExpedienr, Aumst 
and made War upon fuch as embraced 
the new Opinions, as they were then 
called ;' wherein they were fo fuccefs- 
ful, that they got the better of the Pro* 
teftants, particularly in a Battle fought 
at CopPelen in 15-31; by which Means, 
they ttopt the Progrefs of the Refor- 
mation, reducing by Force to theRo- 
milh Religion many that had deferted 
it, and fixing others that were waver- 
ing. Notwithftanding which Succefs, 

more 



Chap. VI J. Of their Religion, itfi 

more Battles were fought between 
them before they could come to any 
Temperament ; in one of which, Zuin- 
glius himfelf was kill'd. At laft 
both Parties growing weary of the 
Civil War, a Religious Pacification 
was made, by which it was, among 
other things, ftipulated, " That every 
" Canton mould regulate Religious 
" Matters, as it thought fit, in itt 
" own Dominion, each retaining the 
" Religion it then profefled, anden- 
" gaging not to moled any of the o- 
" thers upon that Account. 

This Agreement was made in 15-3 1, 
and reftored Peace to Switzerland 1 
not but that fome Diflentions have fince 
happened among them, which have 
broke out into Wars, but they have 
always been of mart Continuance; 
the Defire of living in Peace, impo- 
fing upon each Party a neceflity of 
mutual Toleration in their common 
Bailliages, where there is often a Mix- 
ture of both Religions ; whofe Difputes 
have neverthelefs given Rife to all the 
Wars, that have hitherto happen'd be- 
tween the Cantons. 

The Proteftant Cantons having thus 
fettled themfelves, and their Religi— 
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on in Peace, and fearing, that Differ* 
ences among them in Point of Do- 
clrine might probably arife, if not pre- 
vented in time, fummon'd a Synod of 
all the Proteftant Clergy of Switzer- 
land, in order to eftablifli an Unifor- 
mity in their Articles of Faith, as well 
as in Point of Discipline. This Sy- 
nod met in 15*66, and drew up the 
Articles of their Belief, fo well known 
under the T}tle of Confejfio Helvetica, 
which has ever fince been universally 
received in all the Proteftant Churches 
of that Country. In this Confeffion of 
Faith, they have embraced the Opini- 
ons of Calvin about. Grace, Free-will, 
file&ion and Predestination, in their 
utmoft Rigour; and fince the Tenets 
of Arminius, which had for fome time 
divided the Reformed Churches, were 
condemned by the Synod oi < Dordrecbt 9 
they oblige all Minifters, before they 
can be admitted into Holy Orders, to 
fvvear to maintain and defend the Re- 
formed Religion, as it is contain'd in 
the Helvetic! Confeffion, and to op- 
pofe to their ujtmpft yirmmianifin,and 
all other Doftrines contrary to the 
faid Confeffion. 

Tho r 
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Tho' there be a Toleration of both 
Religions in the common Bailliages, 
as I have already obferved, yet there 
is none in the Cantons themfelves: 
Among them, every Body muft con- 
form to the Eftablifh'd Religion of the 
Canton, or leave the Country, tho' 
they be Natives. It is fufficiently 
known atid felt, that the Roman Ca- 
tholicks fuffer the Exercife of no Re- 
ligion bijt their owfi, where they aire 
the Matters ; but it might be expect- 
ed, that the others ftiould have fomei 
Indulgence forProteftants,who dhTent 
from them. They are not indeed fo 
void of Chriftian Charity, as to im* 
prifon, or inflift corporal Puniihment 
on them ; but they oblige them to re- 
tire out of the Country, with full Li- 
berty however of felling their Eilates, 
and carrying theif Effe3§^along with 
them. 

The Proteftant Cantons have not 
been much troubled with Sectaries 
fince the Reformation ; fo that their 
Endeavours to ettablifh an Uniformi- 
ty, both in Doftrine and Diicipline* 
have been hitherto very luccefsful,yet 
they have not been totally free from 
them: And in the Canton of Berne 
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particularly, Two Sefts have fjprun 
up, which would probably have fprqa 
further, if they had not been crufhed 
in the Beginning. One of them is 
called the Tietiftsj and the other the 
Anabapttfts. The former have no par- 
ticular Tenets in Point of Doftrine, 
that I could ever difcover, and pre 
tend only to a greater Sanftity of Life, 
and Purity of Manners, than their 
Neighbours. Whatdiftinguilhes them, 
is, that they abftain from the Publick 
W or (hip of the Church, fome under 
the humble Pretence of their unwor- 
thinefs to appear in God's Houfe ; and 
others, becauie, they fay, they cannot 
editie by the Preachings of worJdly- 
itiinded Men, whofe Lives are a Con- 
tradiction to their Doftrines. Inihort, 
thefe Pietifts feem to be a Seft of an- 
cient Hypocrites* revived under a- 
nother Name: For thofe, who have 
obferved their Manners, find mod of 
them to be puflPd up with fpiritual 
Pride, and fraudulent in their Deal- 
ings, making ufe of the Mask of Re- 
ligion, the better to furprize the ea- 
fie and credulous. Such of them, as 
us'd to go about dogmatizing, in or- 
der to make Converts, have been ba* 
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tiifhed ; but thofe that keep their Opi- 
nions to themfelves, are not taken 
notice of. 

As for the Anabaptifts, their Se& 
is not new in the World; but was fo 
in the Canton of Berne, 'till of late 
Years, when it began to make fo con- 
fiderable a Progrefs among the com- 
mon fort of People, that the Sove- 
reign was forc'd to interpofe his Au- 
thority, in order to put a Stop to it. 
They have two Tenets, whereof one 
renders them obnoxious to all Sove- 
reigns, and the other makes them par- 
ticularly unfit to be fufferM in Swit- 
zerland. The firft is, that they do 
not willingly acknowledge the Power 
of Magiftrates, or take an Oath of 
Fidelity to the Sovereign, as a Pledge 
of their Obedience : And the Second, 
that they kold it utterly unlawful to 
bear Arms, even in Defence of their 
Country. This laft Opinion is not on- 
ly deftrmftive of the End, for which 
Publick Societies of Men were inftitu- 
ted, which was Self-Prefer vation, hut 
is more particularly dangerous here. 
In moft other Countries, the Sove- 
reigns have {landing Troops in con* 
ftant Pay, ready to be employ'd in 
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their Defence, when it is neceflary ; 
but in this, they keep no regular 
Troops on Foot, and rely entirely on 
their Militia ; fo that if this Opinion, 
of the Unlawfulnefs of bearing Arms, 
Should prevail, they would become a 
Society of Nori-refifting Christians, 
who muft neceflarily fall a Prey to the 
firft lnyader. And in Fad, the Go- 
vernment of Berne perceiv'd, that fe- 
deral of their Peafahts, who were en- 
roll'd in their Militia, began to ex- 
cufe themfelyes, upon Scruples of Con- 
science, from marching when they 
were commanded: So that it was 
thought high time to put a Stop to 
this growing Evil; which, if it had 
Jfpread, muft have ended in the Ditto* 
lution of their State. Therefore they 
began to apply the Remedy, by ba- 
niming all their Teachers, and put- 
ting a Price upon the Heads of fuch 
of them, as mould be found in the 
Country after a certain time, declar- 
ing, 1 they fliould, in Cafe of Dif- 
obedience, be puniftied with Death. 
Some of them, upon this Proclamation, 
retired out of the Country $ whereof 
a : few returned in a Ihort Space of 
tpme, and were executed, as fail as 
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they could be apprehended. But the 
Sovereign finding, that other Teacher? 
fprung up daily in the room of thofe 
that were banifh'd, and yet thinking 
it too cruel, to put People to Death 
for Matters of Conscience, refol- 
ved to go to the Bottom of the Et 
vil, by banifliing all Anabaptifts in ge ? 
nerai. Some of them left their Cornir 
try voluntarily, and others were car- 
ry'dout by Force; fo that feveral Hun- 
dreds have been fent Abroad at diffe- 
rent Times. The laft Convoy of them, 
confiding of about Three Hundred, 
was fent to Holland above three Years 
ago ; fince which time, there has been 
no more Talk of them in the Canton 
of Berne, and the Seft feems to be 
quite extinguifh'd there. 

The moftplaufibleReafdns ailed ged 
by them, for not tolerating Proteitant 
Diflenters,are grounded only upon Poli- 
tical Confiderations. They fay, that if 
they fhould tolerate them, their pow- 
erful Neighbours of the Rotnijb Church, 
would perhaps from thence take Oc- 
cafion to demand a Toleration of Ca- 
tholicks ; that it is found by Experi- 
ence, that noControverfies are hand- 
led with fo much Warmth, as Religi- 

M ^ ous 
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ous ones; that thofe Sorts of Difputcs 
ever have an Influence upon thebtate, 
which, tho' managed with never fo 
much Moderation, raife Parties that 
mud neccflarily weaken it, and when 
puih'd with Violence, as they ge- 
nerally are, often endanger the Sub- 
verfion of the Government; That 
the Catholick Cantons are continu- 
ally upon the Watch, to take Ad- 
vantage of them, and would not fail 
to fupport the Diflfenters againft the 
Eftabliih'd Church, to gain a Party to 
their Intereft,and to play the two Par- 
ties one againft the other, in order to 
ruin the Whole. For thefe and other 
Reafons, they fay, it is inconfiftent 
both with their inward and outward 
Security, confidering their Situation/ 
to tolerate Diffenters in their Country. 
They grant indeed, that if divers Se#s 
had taken Root among them from the 
time of the Reformation, and grown 
together with it, they (hould not think 
it juft to extirpate them by violent 
Means; But fince there has been a 
perfeft Uniformity of Worfliip fronj 
that Time, they think themfelves 
fufficiently authorized, by Divine and 
Humane Laws, to crulh any Seft in 

its 
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its Infancy, which if left to its felf, 
would infallibly produce a Schifm in 
the Church, and Divifions in the State. 
But to pafs on from the Form of 
their Religion, to the Effe&s of it, I 
may fafely fay, that, in all outward 
appearance, it produces very good ones 
on the Lives and Manners of their 
People. One caiiBot but obferve a- 
mong them, a regular Attendance on 
the Divine Worftiip in their Churches, 
and great Exa&nefs in receiving the 
Sacrament at the ftated Seafons of the 
Year; infomuch that, neither Mailer 
nor Servant, who would not pafs for 
fomething more than a bad Liver, e- 
ver fails the Holy Communion at thofe 
fixed times. The Magiftrate takes all 
poffible Meafures to prevent Debauch- 
es of any kind, and no Publick Vice, 
that may give Scandal, goes unpu- 
nifh'd ; fo that fuch, as will be more 
wicked than their Neighbours, mull 
take care to keep their Vices from the 
knowledge of the Publick, and be Hy- 
pocrites at leaft, if they will not be 
virtuous. They are very Charitable 
both on publick and private Occafions : 
They have not only Hofpitals well en* 
dowed, but give to common Beggars 

more 
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more frequently, than ispra&ifed with 
us. When the French Proteftants came 
into their Country in Swarms, juft af- 
ter the Revocation of the Edift of 
Nantes > they exerted their Charity at 
an uncommon rate in thefe Cantons, 
every Citizen lodging and feeding 
fome of them in his Houfe for a con- 
siderable time ; fo that to do them 
Juftice, one muft own, that both in 
Relation to the poor of their Country, 
and to thofe of others in any great and 
common Calamity, they give Exam- 
ples of Chriftian Charity much fur- 
paffing thofe of many other States, who 
are fuperior to them in Power and 
Jfciches. 

Their Clergy, generally fpeaking, 
lead very Exemplary Lives, and fuch 
as do not, are fure of being degraded. 
They are very Laborious ; fo that few 
of them make lefs than two or three 
Sermons a Week, which they always 
Preach without Book* and d ehver with 
proper Aftion, keeping a Medium be-r 
tween the Theatrical Geftures of the 
French and Italian Preachers, and the 
cold Unaftivenefs qf our own. They 
have a great deal of Power and Cre r 
dit in fome of the Cities, particularly 

'in 
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in Zurich, Geneva and Neufchateli 
where they take too great a Liberty 
of handling matters of Politicks in their 
Sermons, and endeavour to work up 
the Paffions of their Auditors to their 
own Views and Opinions. This Pra- 
ctice may fometimes be of Ufe to a 
State, but in general is thought dan- 
gerous; for which Reafon the Clergy 
is never allowed in the Canton of Berne 
to touch upon thofe Points: There the 
Sovereign confines them to Subjects, 
that belong to their Profeffion; and 
in other Cafes, as well as in this, keeps; 
the Clergy in a greater Dependence 
Upon them, than any of the other Pro- 
teftaat Cantons. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of their Trade. 

WE find by Experience in HoU 
Isndj that a Country, tho* it 
have neither good Havens, nor abound 
in native Commodities proper for Ex- 
portation, may yet drive a prodigious 
Trade, provided there be great Num- 
bers of Inhabitants employed in Manu- 
factures, and that the Carriage and 
Tranfportation of them be cheap and 
eafie. But it is not to be expefted, 
that a Country like this, fhould flou- 
rifli by Trade, that is fituated out of 
the reach of the Sea, and among Moun- 
tains pafTable only by Mules, to Tran- 
sport their Commodities. So that 
the Unhappinefs of their Situation, and 
the Difficulty and Expence of Land- 
Carriage, together with the want of 
native Commodities to export, or of 
Induftry in the Inhabitants, to fupply 
that Defeft by eftablifliing Manufa- 
ctures, are fo many powerful Reafons, 
that have concurred to difcourage 

Trade 
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Trade in this Country. For it is cer- 
tain, there is no where fo (mall an Ap- 
pearance of it as here ; and that they 
think fo little of enriching themfelves 
that way, that they are contented to 
buy of their Neighbours all the Con- 
veniencies, and mod of the Neceffa- 
ries of Life. 

All the native Commodities, that are 
exported from Switzerland into other 
Countries, are Horfes and BlackCattle, 
with their Produce, Butter and Cheefe. 
France buys yearly, in time of War,great 
Numbers of the Former for remount- 
ing their Cavalry, as well as for their 
Trains of Artillery; infomuch that I 
have known Ten thoufand Horfes 
bought in this Country in one Year, 
for the ufe of the French Armies. The 
King of Sicily, during the late Wars, 
has generally ufed German Horfes for 
his Cavalry, and Swifs ones for his Dra- 
goons and Artillery ; but if he mould be 
at War with the Emperor, and all the 
Paffes from the Empire be ftopt, he has 
no Reffource but in this Country. Great 
Numbers are likewife fold in the Af/- 
lanefe, and other parts of Lombard} 
for Coaches ; fo that this Commodity 
may be reckon'd the molt profitable 

Branch 
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Brtfich of their Trade. As to Black 
Cattle, they vend likewife good Nam- 
hers of them in Italy ; and for their 
Cheefes, they are famous all over Eu- 
rope^ 

Thefe Commodities are common to 
all Switzerland but there are Five 
Towns in it, where a generalTrade may 
be laid to flourifti, in Comparifon of 
the others; they are Zurich^ Hazily 
Schaffhaujen^ Geneva , and St. Gal. 
Zurich is famous for the Manufacture 
of Crapes, which they make in per- 
fection, and vend in great Quantities 
all over Europe \ And St. Gal is no 
lefs renowed for Linnen, which tho* 
not comparable to that of Holland, yet 
the greatdifference in the Price, gains 
them the Preference among the com* 
mon fort of People in thefe Parts, and 
even among the Gentry, who are not 
rich enough to be very nice in their 
Linnen. The other Three Towns are 
notdiftinguiih'd by any particular Ma- 
nufacture : But Bazil and Schaffhaufen 
being fituated upon the Frontiers of the 
Empire, are convenient Magazines for 
Merchandise tobe exchanged between 
Erazce, Italy and Germany ; "which 
Trades bring Employment, and con- 

fcquently 
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fequently Profit to their Inhabitants, 
among whom are feveral confiderable 
Merchants. 

At Geneva the People are natural- 
ly induftrious, and do not only en- 
courage all Sorts of Trade in their 
Gty, but readily receive good Work- 
men from any other ; whereof there are 
great Numbers of French Refugees* 
who have introduced feveral Manu- 
factures, that were not known t here be- 
fore ; by which Means it is become 
the moil flounfhing Town of all Swit- 
zerland, and generally fupplies the 
reft of it with their heft Commodities, 
even to the Furniture of their Houfes* 
becaufe their Workmen are reckon'd 
the moft fafhionable. Befides their 
Manufactures, they have feveral Ban- 
kers of note, who have Dealings in 
©oft of the trading Towns of Europe* 
and, during the laft War, negotiated 
great Sums of Mony, both for France 
and the Allies. Some of them fuffer- 
ed indeed confiderabty by their Loans 
to France \ but others, that had the 
good Luck to get themfelves repaid, 
made prodigious Gains by the Great 
Iiuereft they received for their Mony; 
To thefe Advantages, if you add that 

of 
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of their Situation, which makes them 
a convenient Mart for Merchandizes 
to be interchanged between France 
and Italy* it will not appear ftrange, 
if that City thrive by Trade. 

The other Towns of Switzerland 
have no more Trade, than is necefla- 
ry for fupplying their Inhabitants with 
what they want; and their Traders 
may more properly be called Shop- 
keepers than Merchants. 

With the Profit arifing from the Sale 
of thefe few Commodities and Manu- 
factures, the Switzer Jimuft buy great 
part of the Neceffaries and Convenien- 
cies of Life.They have neither Corn nor 
Wine enough of their own Growth, 
and are fupplied with both from the 
Mi lane fe and Circle of Suabia. They 
have no Salt in their Country ; yet are 
fo far from wanting it, that Tyr /, 
Franche-Cotntt and Bavaria vye one 
with another, who ihall fell it them at 
the cheapeft Rate. The Cantons u- 
fually take it of thofe that are neareft to 
them, to leflen the Expence of Land- 
Carriage, and have conftant Treaties 
with the Owners, for fupplying them 
yearly with a certain Quantity at a fix- 
ed Price* Thus the Sovereign of 

each 
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each Canton is the Merchant of Salt; 
and makes a Profit by felling it out a~ 
gain to the People by Retail. Tis 
true of late Years indeed, a Mine of 
Salt has been difcovftred in the Canton 
of Berne, near Aigle upon the Fron- 
tiers of the Country of Valais, which 
in time may befufficient for that whole 
€anton,andperhapsforall Switzerland* 
if the Succefs be anfwerable to Ap- 
pearances; but at prefent it produces 
a ftnall Quantity in Proportion to the 
Confumption. Befides thefe Necek 
faries,moftof the Superfluities of Life 
mutt be brought from abroad; fince 
they either want them totally, or have 
them not in fuffieient Quantities. 

In the next Place it is to be obfer- 
ved, that as they have no Manufa- 
ctures of Wool, Hair or Silk, what- 
ever is neceffary for Apparel of Men 
0r Women, or for Furniture of Hou- 
fes, comes like wife from abroad. 
They make indeed fome courfe Stuffs 
for cloathing their Peafants ; but all 
other Ranks of People are clad with the 
Manufactures of other Countries ; n^y 
even their Handicraft-Men are, ge- 
nerally fpeaking,fuch Bunglers in their 
;, that the better fort of People 

N ufual- 



i So Of their Trade. Chap.VHL 

Numbers of French Proteftants left 
their native Country, after the Re- 
location of the Edift of Nantes, 
many of them retir'd into SwiPxer- 
lattd, and try'd to eftablifh feveral 
Manufactures there; but not being 
Sufficiently protected and encouraged 
by the Sovereign, and being on the 
other Hand perfecuted by the Na- 
tive Citizens, who will not fuffer a- 
•ny Foreigner to exercife his Trade 
in any of the Capital Cities, they 
were forced to give over their Defign, 
and removed into other Countries, 
that gave them a more kind Recepti- 
on. By this Means the Proteftam 
Cantons loft the beft Opportunity, 
they perhaps will ever have, of <- 
renting ufeful Manufactures at home. 
The Privileges granted to the Citi* 
fcens, of excluding all Strangers from 
exercifing atty Trade, might be jufti- 
fied, if they could work as well them- 
ftslves ; but fince they are neither good 
Workmen themfelves, nor will fttffer 
Strangers, that ere fo, to live among 
■them, there fe ; no Hopes of feeing a- 
rly ufeful Manufactures flourifti. This 
- Difficulty 1 take ta« be greater, ^ban 
that arifibg frototh.e want Of Materi- 
als 
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als of their own Growth ; fo that 'till 
the Sovereign find out fome way of li- 
miting the Privileges of their Citizens, 
fo as to make them confident with 
the Publick Good, the Switzers will 
always be cloathed by Foreigners, and 
drain'd of their Mony, to pay for other 
People's Goods and Labour. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of their Revenues. 

THIS Country, confidered in ge- 
neral, being naturally barren, and 
the Inhabitants ill fupplying that De- 
fed by their Commerce, the Publick 
Revenues cannot be very confiderable ; 
the rather, becaufe the Cantons are fo 
indulgent to their Subje&s, as to con- 
tent thenjfelves with the ufual Regalia, 
appropriated every where to the So- 
vereign, without laying any additio- 
nal Taxes upon them. However, if 
the Wealth of a State is to be compu- 
ted, like that of a fingle Perfon, by 
the Income in Proportion to the If* 
fues, fomeofthefe Common -wealths 
ought not to be called Poor. For tho* 
their yearly Incomes be fmall, yet they 
are greater than their Kxpences; fo 
that they can afford to lay up a little 
Sum every Year, which in a long 
Courfe of Time amounts to a confide* 
rable Treafure. For it has been often 
obferved, that » Commonwealth, a- 

reong 
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mong many Defefts in other Points, 
has two great Advantages in OEco- 
nomy over a Monarchy; one that 
it is a much better Husband of the ^ 
Publick Treafure, becaufe it diffi- 
pates none of it to gratifie private 
Pleafures or Paffions, which is fre- 
quently pra&is'd among Princes; and 
the other, that it fpends much lefs in 
the ordinary Charges of the Govern- 
ment, by fparing the Expences of a 
Court, Guards, and other Sorts of 
Magnificence, which hath been by 
fome called properly enough, The 
Embroidered Part of the Govern- 
ment. 

When I fay, Some of the Common- 
wealths of Switzerland ought not to 
be called Poor, I mean thofe with Ci- 
ties; for the Petty or Popular Can- 
tons have fcarce any publick Revenues, 
but tax themfelves by Voluntary 
Contributions, according as the pre- 
fent Occafion requires. Nay I have 
been allured, that when fome of them 
have got together in their Treafury, a- 
bout the Value of a Thoufand Pi- 
ftoles, the Communities have more 
than once agreed to divide that Sum 

N 4 among 
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among themfelves, and apply it to their 
Private Ufe ; the 9 after it was done, 
they have from time to time forbid the 
like Practice for the future. 

I fhall therefore fay nothing of the 
Revenues of the Petty Cantons* as 
not worth mentioning. And among 
the Seven others with Cities, it is to 
be obferved, that the Revenues of the 
Proteftants are, in Proportion, great-* 
er thap tbofe of the Catholicks, be- 
caufe the former are in Pofleflion of 
the Church-Lands, which were feized 
at .the time of the Reformation ; Ouc 
of the Revenues whereof, they do in* 
deed maintain their Clergy; but that 
Expense does not amount to near the 
Income arifing from them. The Ca- 
tholick Cantons with Cities, are Lu- 
cerne* Soleurre and Fribourg\ all 
which havePublkk Revenues ; but fo 
fm .11, that, by what I can learn, when 
the Annual Charges of their Govern- 
ment a e defrayed, there remains lit- 
tle to be laid up in the Pubiick Trea* 
fuiy 

. Bazil and Schaffhaufen^ tho' fmall 
Cantcns in Extent, yet by their Trade 
are richer in Proportion than the 
Three Catholic* Ones, and always 

have 
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have a Sum in their Trcafury, ready for 
any fudden Emergency. But the Two* 
Cantons, which may properly be call- 
ed rich, if compared with the others* 
are Zurich and Berne ; whereof the 
former, by the Advantage of Trade, is 
perhaps the richer in proportion to its 
Territory, but the latter is £d much 
larger, that, I believe, its Income is 
double. 

The Revenues of the Canton of 
Berne arife from five Branches. Firft, 
The Lands or Demefnes of the Sove- 
reign. Secondly, The Tenths of the 
Fruits of the Lands. Thirdly, A cer- 
tain Tax upon Rural Lands, which 
they call in French, Cenfis Fonfieres* 
Fourthly, Duties or Cuftoms upon 
Merchandize. And Fifthly, The Re- 
venue ariflng from the Sale of Salt. 
The Firft Article produces great Quan- 
tities of Corn and Wine, which they 
lay up in Magazines, ere&ed for that 
Purpofe in the feveral Bailliages, and 
fell again to the People, when they 
think fit. The Second, confuting in 
the Tenths of the Fruits of all the 
Lands of the Canton, except fome few 
Seigneuties of the Gentry, which by 
their particular Tenure are exempted 

from 
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from that Tax, muft needs run very 
high in fo great a Diftrift of Country. 
The Third is a Tax upon fuch Lands, 
as are not poflefled by Gentlemen, like 
the Taille in France, and may amount 
annually to about a French Livre per 
Acre. The Fourth produces but little, 
both becaufe their Trade is (mall, and 
becaufe the Duty impofed on Mer- 
chandize is very, eafie, in Proportion 
to the Value, The Fifth Branch a- 
rifing from Salt, is very confiderable, 
becaufe the Sovereign alone fells it by 
Retail to the Subjett, and impofes up- 
on it what Price he thinks proper. 
There is another Tax in ufe, called in 
French* Le Lod or Le Lot> which is 
a Fine amounting to the Sixth part of 
the full Value of any parcel of Land 
or Eftate, payable upon every Sale to 
the Sovereign by the Buyer. But this 
Tax being purely cafual, no juft Efti- 
mation can be made of its Produce. 

1 have not been wanting in my Endea- 
vours, to find out what Sum thefe fe- 
veral Taxes may produce yearly, in 
the Canton of Berne ; but coula not 
get any Satisfactory Account, becaufe 
its Revenues confiding chiefly in the 
Sale of Corn and Wine, are more or 

lefs, 
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lefs, according to the Price thofe Com- 
modities bear ; and as the Sovereign 
fells none in cheap Seafons, it hap- 
pens, that during fome Years toge- 
ther, they put little or no Money in^ 
totheTreafury, and at other times, lay 
up in one Year the Revenue of many. 
Thus much is certain, that this Can- 
ton, and that of Zurich are the only 
Two, that may be properly faid to 
have Sums of Mony in their Coffers. 
Berne in particular, has at this time 
300000 Pounds Sterling at Jntereft; 
yet that Sum, as I am credibly in- 
rorm'd, makes not a Sixth Part of what 
remains in thetreafary. Zurich has like- 
wife good Sums ; tho' not near fo much 
as the other. They who venture to guefs 
at their annual Revenues, compute 
thofe of Berne at 300000 Crowns at 
leaft, and thofe of Zurich at above 
half as much ; whereof they fay about 
two Thirds go to defray the Ordinary 
and Extraordinary Charges of the Go- 
vernment. By which Computation, 
Berne lays up about an hundred thou- 
sand Crowns a Year, and Zurich a- 
bove Fifty. If this Calculation hold, 
there mult be the Produce of a great 
many Years, to make up the Sums 

thofe 
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thofe two Cantons we fuppofed to have 
at prefent in Bank* But this is only 
a Conjecture, which I am not able to 
make out by any good Proofs ; W here-, 
fore I chufe nathes to leave the Point of 
the Revenue of each Canton undeter- 
mined, than venture, as a late Vene* 
tian Author has done, to fix ic with- 
out fuffipient Authority. 

As to the other Cantons, I have al- 
ready obferved, that the Six Popular 
ones have, properly fpeaking, no fixt 
Revenue ; and that of the Seven others 
with Cities, theThree C^holickOnjes, 
Lucerne j Soleurre and Fribwrg hftV3 
little more, than what is neceffary to 
defray the ordinary Charges of their 
Government. However, that little &- 
vexplus ierves to put them in a Condi- 
tion erf mttiKaintng, for three or four 
Months, the ftnall Numbat of Troops, 
which they can fiend into the Field: 
And for the Two fmalj Cantons of Bar 
z>ii and Schaffhaufeny they are at leaft 
as well provided with Mony, *s any of 
the Catholick Ones, in proportion to 
the Number of their Militia. 

It is to be obferved upon the whole, 
that the Sums, which each Canton has 
in its Publick Treafury, are the only 

Funds 
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Funds they can reckon upon in cafe ° 
of a War. Other States have recourfe 
to extraordinary Means, in thofe Dif- 
ficulties ; but here it is. not practicable 
to impofe New Taxes ; fince, if a War 
ihould break out, the greater Part of 
the Subjects, on whom they are to be 
levy'd, would be employ'd in their 
Militia. However, as Switzerland 
will, in all appearance, feldom have any 
Wars, but Religious ones, and thole 
only among themfelves, I doubt not 
tout the People, out of Duty to their 
Sovereign, and Zeal for their Religi- 
on, would contribute all they could 
to the Defence of both. But a War 
of any Continuance would fo ruin their 
Country, that they would not be 
in a Condition of paying new 
Taxes for the Support of it : So that 
fuch Cantons, as have not ready Mo* 
ny when a War breaks out, muft not 
expeft, that their Militia ihould keep 
long together, to make War at their 
own Expence; and confequentlymuit 
lye expofed to all the Dangers and In- 
curiums of a Defencelefs People. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of their Militia. 

THE Cantons of Switzerland, 
from the firft Inftitution of their 
Governments, never kept in Pay any 
Handing Troops. All their Military 
Expeditions, during their Wars with 
the Houfe of Auftria, were perform'd 
by their Militia, which were paid by 
their refpeftive Cantons, while they 
kept the Field, and difmifs'd as foon 
as the Campaign was ended. Howe- 
ver they gain'd fo much Experience 
in the Courfe of that long War, that 
their Troops had the Reputation of be- 
ing the beft Soldiers in Europe. Since 
that War ended, they have pafs'd a- 
bove two Ages in Peace, unlefs one 
would reckon the Skirmifhes that have 
happened among themfelves, by their 
Jnteftine Divifions upon Religious Ac- 
counts ; but they were of fo ihort 
Continuance, in proportion to fuch a 
Length of Time, that they canfcarce 
be called an Interruption of a Peace of 

Two 
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Two Centuries. The firft remarka- 
ble Rupture of that kind happened in 
15-31 ; the Second in 165-6; and the 
Third in 171 x. The two former turn'd 
much to the Advantage of the Catho- 
licks ; but the Third, which lafted four 
Months, was fo favourable to the Pro- 
teftants, that they would have entirely 
fubdued their Enemies, if they had 
thought fit to have purfued their Con- 

2uefts,or rather, if the Neighbouring 
latholick Princes would have flood 
Neuter in the Quarrel. 

A Difufe of War, during fo long a 
Trad of time, has given Rife to an 
- Opinion, that the Switzers are much 
fallen from their ancient Valour ; tho* 
I hear no Proofs alledged to fupport 
it. On the contrary, it is known to all 
Europe, that the Troops of that Nati- 
on in Foreign Service, have behaved 
themfelves, during the two laft Wars, 
with equal good Conduft and Bravery $ 
fo that the Accufation in fhort, will be 
found to amount to no more than this, 
that ne w-raifed Troops are not fo good 
as Veterans, which is a Pofition that 
no Body will deny in general. 

The 
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The Cantons urge feveral Reafons, 
, why it is improper for them to main- 
tain fbmding Troops. Firft, they fay, 
they are taught by the Experience of 
" «U Ages, that a Standing Army en- 
dangers the Liberty of a Country, and 
has often overturned Governments. Se- 
condly, That Very few of them are 
rich enough, to maintain conftantly 
-fiich a Body of Troppr,-as may befuN 
ficient to fecure thdm from the Power 
.of their Neighbours. And Thirdly, 
That a (landing Army maintained by 
any of the Cantons in time of Peace, 
would raife fuch Fears and Jealoufies 
among the others, that all Switzer- 
land would be in a continual Alarm ; 
fo that the Powerful Princes in their 
Neighbourhood would infallibly in- 
terpofe, and oblige fuch as were arm'd, 
todisband their Forces. In order there- 
fore, to maintain their feveral Civil 
•Governments inperfeft Freedom and 
Independence^ to lay up Mony 1 for a 
time of War, and to avoid giving any 
Jealoufieto their Neighbours, none of 
she Cantons think fit to maintain any 
Handing Troops ; . idforouch that the* 
Burghers do Duty, and mount the 
Guard at the Gates of their Capital Ci- 
* ties. 
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ties. But to fupply this Defe£, and to 
be in a Condition of defending them- 
felves from any fudden Invafion, they 
have taken great Pains to put their 
Militia in good Order. And becaufe 
it pafles for the belt regulated of any 
in Europe^ think it may be worth while, 
to give a particular Account of the Foot 
upon which it Hands, in the Canton of 
JSerne r according to their lafl Efta- 
blifhnqent, which is followed in all the 
other Cantons, as far as their Riches 
will allow them to go, 

la the Canton of Berne, the whole 
Body of the People, from fixteeri to 
fixty, is enrolPd in the Militia; where- 
of a6out a Third is regimented under 
the Names of Fujileers and Eleftio- 
navies j to which the other Two Thirds 
ferye for Recruits; 

The Fufileer s are the Firft Draught, 
confiding of the Flower of the Peo- 
ple, both for their Age and Size, and 
are all unmarried, that they may be 
ready to march at an Hours warning, 
where-ever the Service of theirCountry 
requires ; which Men encumbered witn 
Wives and Children cannot fo eafily 
do. 

O The 
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The Second Draught, called Elefti- 
onaries, confifts of married Men, df 
an" Age and Size proper for Service. 

Thefe two Bodies, when they are 
in Service, are recruited out of the 
Two Thirds that flay at home;' that 
is, the Fufileers out of the Batchelors, 
. and tH6 Ele&ionaries out of the married 
Men, "■ , ^ 

Each Regiment of Fufileers crihfifts 
of ten Companies, making two Bat- 
talions ; and each Regiment of Ele- 
ftionaries of Twelve Companies, . be- 
- fides the ,Field ahd Staff-Officers. 

The Cpmpanies of the firft Sortare 
of an hundred and ten Men, including 
eighteen Officers High and Low ; and 
thofe df the latter are of two hundred 
and eighteen, including thirty Officers 
. of all Sorts. 

Every Man that is lifted, provides 
hirflfelf with Arms at his own Expence ; 
and the Regiments are all armed in an 
uniform manner, after the neweft Fa- 
fhion ; for which Purpofe, there is an 
Officer called a QommiJJioner of Arms y 
whofe Bufinefs it is, to infpeft their 
Arms and Mounting, to take Care 
they be conformable to the Standard, 
apd to punifh fuch as fail in thofe Par- 
ticulars. Since 
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Since the Late War in Switzerland* 
they have likewife introduced an Uni- 
formity in'the Cloathiiig, anda\l their 
Troops are now Goath'd with grey 
Cloth, tho' with Facings of different 
Colours, to diftinguifti the Regiments. 

The Canton 4>f Berne found, by the 
Experience ofthe lait War, that Ca- 
valry was of very little Ufe to them in 
aCountry fo Mountainous and inclofed; 
therefore they have fince converted 
all their Light-Horfe into Dragoons^ 
except One Regiment of Cuirafliers, 
which the Vaflals are obliged to main- 
tain at their own Expence, by way of 
Homage to their Sovereign. 

Each Regiment of Dragoons ,confifts , 
of Ten Troops ; and each Troop of , 
Sixty Men, every Regiment making , 
Five Squadrons. 

As to their Anpsand Accoutrements, 
they are according to thene weft Fafhi- 
on, and uniform like thp Infantry ; And 
their Horfes are alfo of the Men's own 
Providing, none being received inta > 
the Dragoons, but Subftantial Far- . 
mers, who always keep Horfes for 
their other Occafions. 

Tho* the Militia, both Dragoons , s 
and Infantry, provide their Horfes, 

O % Arms 
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Arms and Accoutrements at their own 
Expenee,and receive noABowahcCfrom 
the State, while they ftay at home ; yet, 
When they are in Service, their Pay is 
fettled upon the following Foot, dou- 
ble Pay being allowed to the Officers 
the Firft Month, to enable them to. 
put themfelves in Equipage. 

Toy of the Field and Staff Oncers. '':. 

Frnxk Ltvrts, , 

A Colonel per Month 140 

Lieutenant-Colonel 180 

Major i6 S IC > 
Aide Major 77 

Adjutant •-..;<■ ^ 

Chaplain . 7, 

Chirurgeon. • 1 4; 

Clerk %a 

Prevot 18 

* * At > m 



Total. 873 ks 

Toy of a Company. 

Captain/*** Month ''..,', :,: \. 1*© 

Captain-Lieutenant ! ..' 90 

Lieutenant * : "/' ; ;; .,' 7 ^ 

Second Lieutenant / . Co ' 

Enfign ; '"' *v '. 

Each Serjeant * "^ iy 

Each 
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Each Under Officer ix 

Each Corporal 8 

Each Drum and Fife 7 

Each Appointee 7 

Each Soldier 6 

The Pay of the Fuzileers, Eleaio- . 
naries and Dragoons is the fame, with 
this little Difference, that the Dragoon 
Officers are fupplied with Forragerr*- 
tift which the Foot-Officers pay For ; 
and the Private Dragoon has Six pence 
* Day , and Ammunition-Bread; where- 
as the Foot Soldier receives but Four 
Pence **r Day, the other Two Pence 
beitjg deducted for his Bread. 

"Hie Officers in both have this fur- 
ther Advantage, that every Field-Of- 
ficer is allowed Two Servants paid by 
the State, upon the Foot of Common 
Soldiers, ana each Captain and Subal- 
tern, One. 

The State likewife fupplies the Sol- 
diers with Hatchets, Kettles andTents, 
reckoning five Men to a Tent ; all 
which are returned into the Ai- 
fenal ^t Berne, when the Service is 
.over. 

Tho' the Militia be always armed, 
as I have already faid ;yet there is kept 

P i in 
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in the Arfenal at Berne> an entire new 
Set of Arms for the whole Militia of 
the Canton, ready to be delivered out 
in cafe of Accident. And as a fur- 
ther Provifion, there is a third Set of 
Arms for the Militia of each particu- 
lar Bailliage of the Canton, kept in a 
little Arfenal made for that Purpofe, 
in every Caftle, where the refpedive 
Bailiffs refide. , 

In each Bailliage is likewife kept a 
Sum, amounting to Three Months 
Pay for the whole Militia of that Bail- 
liage; which Mony was raifed upon 
the feveral Communities for that ufe 
jnany Years ago, and is referved for 
any preffing Occafion: Infomuph that 
the State did not thinly fit to touch a- 
ny of thofe Sums during the laft War, 
but rather to fupply the Expences of 
it out of their Publick Treafury at 
JSerne. Nor indeed can it be difpofed 
of without the Confent of the feveral 
Communities ; fince the chief of each 
has one Key to the Iron Chefts, where- 
in it is kept, and the Bailiff another, 
that it might not be made ufe of, but 
when both the Sovereign and Pepplp 
fhould finfl it nccefTary. 

As 
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As to their Artillery, there is a ve- 
ry largeand fine Train kept in the Ar- 
fenal at Berne, ready to March upon 
the leaft Warning, beiides a good Num- 
ber of Cannon difperfed upanddown, 
in the Caftles where the Bailiffs re- 

For the Service of this Artillery, 
there are Three Companies of Can- 
noneers, and one of Bombardecrs, 
of an hundred Men each, with their 
proper Officers, which are kept mcon- 
itant Pay, and are under the immedi- 
ate Command of a Wa.ggon-Mafter- 

General. . 

As for Horfes and Waggons for 
the Ufe of their Train, and of the Am- 
munition and Bread-Waggons, every 
Community in the Canton is taxed to 
furnifo the neceflary Number, and each 
knows the Proportion it is to fend, 
which they get ready upon the nrlt 

T^oticc* 
There belongs likewife to the Train 

of Artillery, a Company of an hundred 
and Twenty Men of feveral 1 1 rades, 
fuch as Carpenters, Smiths, Wheel- 
wrights, ®c. ready to make or repair, 
whatever may be wanting for the 
Service. Q ^ Thefe 
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There is alfo a Company of Guides 
a&ually lifted, who have their Captain, 
Lieutenant and other Officers, and 
are perfectly acquainted with all the 
Road? of the Country. 

As to the Poft of General, or Com- 
mander in Chief, no Body has it in 
time of Peace, the State thinking it 
heft to be at Liberty, to chufe fuch a 
Perfon as they fliall judge moft proper, 
when there is Occafion for one: So 
that the chief Military Officer, who 
is always in being, is the Prefident of 
the Council of War at Berne. For the 
fame Reafon, they do not fill up the 
Employments of Secretary at War, 
Commiffioners of Victualling, Trea- 
fures, Quarter-M^fters, Grand Prevpt 
and others, 'till the Army is to march 
upon Service. 

But whenever a General is named 
for any Expedition, he is accompani- 
ed with Deputies from the State, who 
fire always Men of the firft Rank, and 
of great Experience, Without their 
Confent he can undertake no Military 
Operation: But when they approve 
what he propofes, he is at full Liber- 
ty to execute as he pleafes, and never 
can be queftion'd for the Succefs of 
*" ' a Py 
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any Enterprizp formed by their Ad- 
vice. 

The General, together with thefe 
Deputies, difpofes of all Military Enw 
ploymentsin the Field, but in time of 
reace, the Great Council gives them. 

Thus I haye (hewn, in what manner 
the Militia of Berne is regimented and 
^rmed ; how they are paid in time of 
jService ; and the Difpofitions that are 
made, for fupplying all the Wants of a 
well-regulatea Army. But as the chief 
Objeftion to a Militia, is their want 
of Difcipline, it will be proper ro 
mention the great Care that is taken 
of exercifing the Officers and Soldi- 
ers, as often as their Vocations will 
give them leave. 

In order to it, I mud obferve, that 
the Canton of Berne is divided into 
eight Diftrifts ; whereof each has an 
Officer called a Grand Major* who 
has a Salary from the State. 

The Duty of thefe Grand Majors is, 
to take Care, that all the Militia, both 
the Regimented and the others, be in a 
conftant Readinefs to march ; and that 
their Arms, Ammunition and Cloath- 
ing be in good Condition, according 
to the Regulation. 
• : ; > > For 
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For that Purpofe, they frequently 
make their Rounds, each Grand Ma- 
jor in his Diftrift, to vifit both Officers 
and Soldiers, and draw them out at 
leaft once a Year for a general Re- 
view. 

Thefe Grand Majors have befides t 
an Officer in every Bailliage of their 
Diftriits, called a Commiffioner of 
Arms, whofe Bufmefs it is to ride all 
the Year round from one Communi- 
ty to another ; to have the Men exer- 
cifed every Sunday and Holy Day af- 
ter Divine Service ; to take care, that 
their Arms and Accoutrements be in 
good Order; to fee, that every Com- 
munity have a proper Room to lay up 
their Arms in; and, in cafe of Failure 
in any of thefe Particulars, to punifli 
the Offenders according to the Na- 
ture of their Fault. 

Befides this publick Exercife, there 
are Butts fet up in every Community/ 
where the People at certain times df 
the Year meet every Day, to fhoot 
with their Muskets, that they may 
learn to be good Marksmen. 

The fame Praftice is obferved a- 
mong the Cannoneers and Bombar- 
deers* who like wife exercife them- 

felve& 
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felves about a Month in a Year, by 
fliooting at Marks with the great Guns 
and Mortars ;fothat all poffible Care is 
taken to make them expert in the Di- 
scipline, and Trade of War. 

Their Militia being thus regulated, 
and in a conftant Readinefs to march, 
proper Methods are taken for the fud- 
den raifing them, upon any Alarm in 
the Country. To which Purpofe, there 
are all over Switzerland certain Sig- 
nals, fet up at proper Diitaqces, which 
anfwer one to another. There is 
one of thefe Signals in every Bailliage, 
which ftands on the mod confpicuous 
Place, to be the more eafily feen. 
They confift of . a Pile of dry Wood, 
and an Heap of Straw ; the Wood to 
give the Signal by Fire in the Night, 
and the Straw by Smoak in the Day- 
time, 

At every one of thefe Signals, there 
is a Corporal with a conftant Guard 
of fix Men, both Day and Night; 
whofe Orders are, to fet fire to their 
Signal, upon a fudden March or Ir- 
ruption of any foreign Troops, or 
when they fee any of their Neighbour- 
ing Signals lighted, and to give imme- 
diate 
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diate notice of it to the next Com* 
manding Officer in thofe Parts. 

When therefore any Alarm is in the 
Country, the whole Body of the Mi- 
litia takes Arms, and marches to their 
feveral Places of Rendezvous, accord- 
ing to the private Orders given to all 
the Commanding Officers for that 
Purpofe. 

Thus the Militia is fettled with fo 
much Ejtaftnefs, and (uch Care is ta- 
ken to have good Store of everything 
that may be wanted upon a fudden E~ 
mergency, that they may be rather 
faid to be an Army cantoned, than an 
undifciplined Militia, to be drawn to* 
gether with fuch Hurry and Confufr* 
on, as thofe Bodies generally are in 
other Countries. 

An other great Advantage to their 
Militia, is, that it is the Cuftom a- 
mong their Youth, to ferve three or 
four Years in the Swifs Troops in Fo? 
reign Service ; after which time, their 
Captains are obliged fo give themLeave 
to return home. Thus mpft of their 
Farmers and Husbandmen have feen 
fome Service; fothat one may look up- v 
on a Third of their Troops to be old 
Soldiers, which help to form and di- 

fciphne 
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fciplinethe reft m uch feoner than itt 
Places, where the feme Method is 
notpraftifed.. 

I (hall not venture tofay, what Num- 
ber of Men the whoteMiKtia of Swit- 
zerland amounts to : Others have ta- 
ken upon them to reckon them up, 
but without any certain Role tojguide 
them in their Campocationv Iflialt 
only obferve, chat, during the Ml War 
in 1711, between the two Caacons of 
Zurich and Berne on one part, and 
the rive Cathoikk ones on the other, 
there were on botihSudes about eighty 
Thousand Men in Arms* whereof near 
Forty Thoufand were of the Canton 
of Berne, and above Twenty- Thou- 
faaidrof that of Zurich, tho' &fity the 
Regimented Troops were *aifed ? 
which, as I have already fotd, make 
but one Third of their Militia. 

This; Eflabltikment w a&aalty put 
in praft iee, in all its Ezstent,a n$ottg' the 
Prote^dnt Cantons •? But 1 believe fome 
of the Catholicfcs fail in mafiy Par! i Ca- 
lais of it, becaufe thfey have nit Mo- 
ny tO;e«e& Magazines of Corn and 
Hay, and Co fappty themfelves with 
feveral other Neceffaries, that ape '-- 
wanted to put an Army in a Condi- 
tion of taking and keeping the Field. 
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STfe Conch fion. 

AMONG all the Modern Frame* 
of Government, there is none 
to be found in the World like that o£ 
Switzerland, as it now fubfifts tinder 
the Name of the Helvetick Bedy. It 
is true indeed, that its Fate refembles 
that of the Vnited Provinces in the 
following Circumftances. Both States 
were once Provinces fubjeft to the 
Houfe of Auftridy which enjoy'd great 
Liberties ; but being both opprefs'd, 
each took Arms in their Defence, and 
(hook off the Yoke of their Princes. 
Both were obliged to maintain War 
for near a whole Age againft that 
Houfe, and both forced it at laft to 
own them for independent Sovereigns: 
Nay the Sovereignty of each of them 
Was acknowledged at the fame time, 
by the Treaty of Munfter in i6jf8|tho' 
the Revolt of the Switzers preceded 
that of the "Dutch above Two hun- 
dred and fifty Years* The latter were 

indeed 
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indeed acknowledged to be Free and 
Independent, by the Truce of twelve 
Years, concluded between them and 
the Arch-Duke Albert in 1609; and 
the former were, in efFedt, declared fo 
by the Hereditary Union, made firft 
between Sigifmund Arch-Duke of 
Aufiria, and the Switzers in 1477; 
and afterwards -more formally renewed 
with the Emperor Maximilian in 1 $\ 1. 
However Spain reviv'd its Pretenfions 
to the Seven Tr minces at the End of 
the Truce, when the War began a- 

Pain, and the Emperors ftill kept on 
pot their Title to Switzerland, 'till 
the Treaty of Munfter, when they 
were both more folemnly declared by 
their ancient Sovereigns, Free and In- 
dependent for ever. 

In thefe common Circumftances* 
the Fortune of Switzerland, and that 
6f the Vnited ^Provinces agree; tho* 
their Frame of Government, and the 
Figure they now make in the World, 
afe too different to admit of any 
Comparifon, unlefs it be by way of Op- 
pofiticm, 

But tho* there be no prefent Form 
of Government like that of the Hel- 
vetick Body; yet among the Ancients, 

the 
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the Commonwealths of Greet* bear fo 
great an Analogy tot hole of Switxew- 
landy that if one did not know the 
Frame,; into which the latter is ,ca&, 
co be the Work of meer Chance, one 
could not help thinking, that fame 
Legislator had proposed ancient Greece 
for his Model. Of wtych two Forms, 
it may not perhaps be amifs to fliew 
the Refemblance in feverat Inffances. 

As the Cantons of Switzerland were 
formerly fubjeft to Princes, whofe 
Yoke they fhook off on Account of 
their Tyranny, and erefifced themfeives 
into Common-wealths ; fo were the 
Cities of Greece firft fubjeft to Kings, 
whofe Oppreffion obliged them, all by 
Degrees to expel them, and change 
the Forms of their Government;. 

TheCbmmonwealthsof Greece werf 
fauated between the two powerful 
Monarchies of Poland Macedon $ 
whereof each endangered their Liberty 
in its turn* The Princes of the for- 
raer were Galled the Great Kings by 
way of imminence, and were fo ; dan- 
gerous Enemies to the Grevians r that 
they not only invaded at Pleafure their 
Colonies on the Coafts of Afia>> but 
more than once march'd' prodigious 

Armies 
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Armies into the Hear t of their Cottntrfi 
particularly the twp Kings Darius Hy- 
dajpes ,andhis Son Xprxes. The Kings of 
Mace don indeed, for a long Traft of 
time* were not powerful enough to do 
them any Harm, but by Degrees 1 came, 
through the Advantage of their Neigh* 
bourhood,to be nojefsdangefpusthan 
the : Ptrfan ; efpecially in the time of 
VPhilip t^e Father of Alexander the 
Great* whp firftturn'd his Views to? 
wards. she Conqueft of all Greecp. The 
Can cons oi Switzerland are like wife 
fitutfed between two great Prinpes* 
the Ejnperor and the King of France^ 
whereof the former has made feveral 
fruitlefs Attempt? to reduce them to 
Obedience, fjnee the time of thek 
Revolt ; but either defparing of Suc- 
cess* or being diverted from ihoie At- 
tempts by greater, the, Houfe. pf jfv- 
Jfrja has Jitf'd in Peace .with the Swit- 
zers for above two Ages; as the King? 
of Ptrfia never forra'd any coipfid&rr 
ablejinterprize aaainft the Qrecwt** 
qfter the Death of the ^bove-menfipn- 
ed Xerxes. Since the time that the 

1 1 . 

.^Per/tan Kings quitted their Pe%ns 
upon Greece, no Enemy arqfe fo for- 
midable to thofe Commonwealths, as 

P the 
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the Kings of Macedan; among which, 
both Th'tlip and his Son Alexander 
made fcveral Conquefts upon them; 
the latter particularly overturned the 
State of Thebes* and deftroyM their 
City: So the Kings of France are now 
become the moft dangerous Neigh* 
bours of the Cantons of Switzerland. 
It does not appear as yet indeed, that 
they aim at the Conqueft of it, 1 as iPbi- 
tip and his Succeflors did at that of 
Greece* becaufe the Temptations ar6 
not the fame. Greece is a fertile Coun- 
try, and thofe Commonwealths were 
rich ; whereas Switzerland'^ poor and 
barren, and the ^People are fo fond of 
Liberty, thaftho* it ftould be coo- 
c|uerM, it would coft more to keep it. 
in Subje&ion, than its Revenues can 
amount to. But the King of France 
wiU always have his Views of keeping 
the Swifeers in an indire& Depen- 
dence, by influencing their Counfels, 
and engaging them to fupply him with 
a g<J6d Body of their Troops ; which 
is all the Advantage he coulo reap from 
that Country, if it were his own. In 
tfrder to which, the Catholick Can- 
tons are crowded with his Penfioner*, 
juft as 'Demeftbenes complains, that A- 

thens % 
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'tbens 9 and the other Grecian States 
were with thofe ofThilip. 
! ~ Thus the Situation or the Grecian 
RepUblicks, in relation to their Pow- 
erful, Neighbours, engaged them to 
enter into a mutual Confederacy for 
their common Defence ; and, as often 
"as Ciccafion required, to hold Diets. 
Cbcbpofed of Deputies from the moft 
conuderable of them, where the pro- 
per iVleafur^sto betaken for the Good 
ihd, Safety of Greece, were debated, 
and Ordete given for putting in Exe- 
cution the Refolutions they took. 
*Thefe Deputies were called the Am- 
fhiftyonesy or States-General of Greece, 
tyhichjirft ufually afTembled at Tber- 
inofylje, and afterwards at Delphi* 
So it is well known, that the Swit&ers 
have tjieir Diets or States-General, 
co mpofeci of deputies from each Can- 
ton, vfrhofe Bunoefs is the fame, as 
that of the Amphidyones was ; and that 
the Motive of joining tbefli in thisFoe- 
cleral Union, was the fame mutual 
I>efehce againft their Powerful Neigh- 
bours. Notwitlidapding which, each 
Canton remains an Independent Sovep 
>eignty, jutt as the Grecian Common- 
Wealths did. 

P * The 
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The Parallel between the Repub- 
licks ofGreeceand ofSwitzerlandhol&St 
not only in Relation to their Politi- 
cal Conftitution, and Situation, but 
alfo in the Succefs of their Arms. The 
furprizing Ads of Valour performed 
by the Grecians againft the Armies of 
'Darius and Xerxes^ have been at leaft 
equalled by thofe of the Switzefs %- 
gainft the Houfe of Auftria. The Bat- 
tle of Mor^arten 9 where Thirteen hun> 
dred Switzers routed the Arch-Duke 
Leopold's Army of Twenty thoufand 
Men, and kill'd above twice their own 
Number of the Knemy, may be put in 
Competition with the Battle of Mara- 
thons and that of Semfdch, whereiA 
the fame Arch- Duke loft his Life, ana 
his Army of near Twenty thoufand 
Men, was beaten by Sixteen hundred 
Switzers, if confidered in all its Cir- 
cumftances, was a more furprizing 
Viftory, than that of flat* a. And 
to crown all, the Battle fought near 
We fen in the Canton of Glaris, may 
not only be compared to that ofTher- 
mofyU) but feems to be a Copy of it, 
that exceeded the Original. For as 
Three Hundred Spartans attacked the 
Perjians in that narrow Pais, and all 

perifh'd 
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periffi'd in thewild Attempt ; fo Three 
hundred and fifty Switzers not only 
attacked, in fuch another Pafs, an Ar- 
my of Eight Thoufand Auftrians^ (ac- 
cording to the lowett Accounts, for 
fome Authors fay, they were Sixteen 
Thoufand) but gain'd the Field of Bat- 
tle. This Viftory is celebrated eve- 
ry Year with great Solemnity, by a 
Publick Proceffion in the Canton of 
Glaris,*nd eleven Pillars are erefted in 
the Field of Battle, to mark the Pla- 
ces where the Switzers rallied:. For 
their Hiftory fays, that they were re- 
pulfed ten times ; but rallying the E- 
leventh, broke the Enemy's Army, 
and put them to Flight with great 
Slaughter. Thefe Pillars (till fublitt as 
Monuments of their Bravery; and the 
People on the Day of Proceffion, re- 
turn Thanks to (rod at each of them 
for fo fignal a Viftory. When they 
come to the laft Pillar, one of their 
beft Orators is chofen to make the Par 
negyrick of thefe Three hundred apd 
fifty Men; who, when he has finiflVd 
his Oration, reads over a Lift of their 
Names, juft as Hittory fays, the Spar- 
tans caufed the Names of their Three 
Hundred Citizens, who fell at the 

P 3 Battle 



i 1 4 The Cotmlufim. 

Battle of ThermctfyUy to be cut in 
Brafs, to tranfmit their Memories to 
Poller ity. 

To carry on the ParaJIel, the Com- 
monwealths of Greece had their In- 
teftine Divifions and Civil Wars, a$ 
well as Foreign Ones. The two mod 
powerful, Athens and Sfarta, waged, 
a War of Twenty Seven Years, which 
had no better Foundation, than ajea- 
loufie between them for Precedence* 
The two moft Powerful Common- 
wealths of Switzerland* which are 
Zurich and Berne* have not yet been, 
fo unadvifed, as to make War one a- 
gainft another upon that Account : 
However it is well known, that their 
common Enemies ufe all their Arts to 
raife Jealoufies between them, and to 
encourage Berne to claim the Prece- 
dence of Zurich in Rank, as it al- 
ready has it in Power. But as Berne 
has been hitherto wife enough to re- 
jeft fuch Infmuations; fo it is hoped, 
it will always be too cautious to give 
into a Snare, which mull end in the 
Ruin of both States, and in the Tri- 
umph of their Common Enemies. 

Nay the Commonwealths of Greece 
had their Religious Wars too, as well 

as 
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*S thofeof Switzerland^* Thocerifis 
were declared Sacrilegious, for having 
plowed up Come Land? belonging to 
the Temple of 'Delphi, and appro- 
priated to their Divifie Worfhip: Up- 
on which, a fort of Sentence of Excom- 
munication was iflued out againit them, 
and 'Philip of Mace don undertook to 
put it ift Execution. Accordingly he 
made War upon thetfi, wherein he was 
fo Successful, as to Conquer them, and 
then demanded Seffioft in the Coun- 
cil of the AmPhi&yones, as a Mem- 
ber of their tfody, in the Room of - 
the Thocenjes, whom he had fubdued. 
The Grecians were fo imprudent, or 
to tame, as to give him Place among 
them; from which time* he became 
Arbitrator of all their Differences ; and 
by that means Macedon would probably 
have foon given Law to all Greece* 
if he had lived long after, or if his Son/tf- 
lexander had not been taken off from 
thofe Views by purfuing greater i n Afia. 
It is like wife well known, that the Com* 
monwealths of Switzerland have had 
no other Wars among themfelfes, but 
Religious ones; and that one of that 
kind broke out in 17 ix, which ended 
ina Peace fo advantagious to the Pro- 

P 4 teftants, 
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teftants, that there is yet no Reconci- 
liation between the Parties. During 
thefe Divisions, the view of the King 
of France, like that of Philip, feemsto 
have been, to get himfelf declared Sole 
Arbitrator of their Differences t And 
if one may judge by Appearances, he 
Hill endeavours to be acknowledged 
as fuch, in a new Alliance, which, it 
is thought, he will take the firft good 
Opportunity of propofing to them ; but 
it is prefumed,the Cantons are too wife, 
to fuffer any Foreign Prince to inter- 
fere in their Domeftick Affairs ; and 
that theExamples of allTimes will teach 
them, that a Powerful Neighbouring 
Prince, ereltcd as Judge among little 
Common wealths, will foon find means 
to prefcribe *em Laws, and fhew them, 
there is no Difference, in that Cafe, 
between their Judge and their Mafter. 
If they continue fo prudent, as to avoid 
this Snare, 'tis probable the Switztrs 
may preferve their Liberty, as the 
Grecians did, between two Great 
Princes, 'till fuch a Refiftlefs Power, 
as that of the Romans, arife again, and 
over-run all Europe with its Con* 
quells. 

AP- 
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APPENDIX. 

Containing an Account of the Allies 

of the Switzers. 

THE Allies of the Switzers -are, 
the Grijbns % the County and 
Town of Neufchatel* the Abbot and 
City of St. Gal, the Valejians* the 
Republick of Geneva* and the Towns 
of Mulbaufen and Bienne. But it is 
to be obferved, that there are fcw 9 if 
any, of thefe diftinft Governments, 
that are allied equally to all the Thir- 
teen Cantons : They are fo refpeftive- 
ly but to part of them, and generally 
to fuch, as are of the fame Religion 
with themfelves, tho' the Allies of 
each diftinft Canton be acknowledg- 
ed as fuch, by the whole Helvetick 
Body. 

What I have faid of the Soil and 
Climate, of the Manners and Difpofi- 
tions of the Switzers* is fo applicable 
to their Allies, that they are to be con- 
fid ered 
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fidered as Part of the fame People. 
Therefore 1 fliall only add fuch a fur- 
ther Account of their feveral Diflrids 
and Governments, as may ferve to di- 
ftinguifh one from another, and give 
the Reader a general Idea of each. 

Of the Grifbns. 

THE moft powerful of their Al- 
lies, both for Extent of Coun- 
try, and Number of Inhabitants, is the 
Republick of the Grifons* Their 
Country was called Rhatia by the Ro- 
mans ; and now confifls of three Pro- 
vinces, joyn'd for their common De- 
fence in a Foederal Union, like that 
of theVnited ^Provinces, and forming 
one State, under the Title of The Re- 
public k of the Three Leagues of the 
Gri/bns; their Leagues or Alliances 
one with another, having given the 
Name of League to each Province. 
The Firft bears the Name of the Grey- 
League both in German and French >,' 
or the Grifon-League properly fo call- 
ed; which being the moil confidera* 
ble of the Three, has communicated 
its Name to the whole Country. The 
Second is called the League of God's 

Houfe % 
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Honfe, becaufe the Bifiiop of Coire lives 
in it. And the Third, the League of 
the Ten Jurifditfions y as conlifting of 
fo many Communities. 

The Country is bounded on the 
North> by the Province of Suabia in 
the Empire ; on the South, (including 
their conquered Countries of Vakel* 
Una* Chtavenna and Barmio) by the 
States of Milan apd Venice \ on the 
Eail, by the County of Tirol; and on 
the Weft, by the Cantons of Vry, Qla- 
ris. and Appen&eL 

Thp People were formerly fubjeft 
to feveral Princes; fome to Petty So- 
vereigns, fome to the Bifliopof Ceire, 
*md others to the , Houfe of Auflria. 
Thofethat were under the Firft, either 
bought their Liberty, or became Free 
by tne Extinction of the Families of 
their Lords. The Biftiops of Coire by 
degrees loft all their Power, chiefly 
at the time of the Reformation ; fo 
that at prefent, they have no Share or 
Influence in the Affairs of the Govern- 
ment ; and the Houfe of Auftria has 
at feveral times foy fo many of its 
Rights, that it has nothing now left 
in that Country, but the little Lord- 
ihip of Retxuns, of which the Gri- 
ft** 
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fins are the direct Sovereigns. By thefe 
degrees theGW/&w became Free and In- 
dependent, and erefted themfelves into 
a Democratical Commonwealth, wbofe 
Sovereign Power is lodged iqtirely in 
the People ; every Man in the Country, 
from' Sixteen Years of A ge> having an e- 
qual Vote, as in the Petty Cantons; tho* 
th : e*y falvea better.Method of colteding 
then* Voices, than that of drawing to- 
gethefrthe whole Body of the People. 
I&ch League Is djvided into Com- 
munities* which have fo. manr Votes. 
T\\6Qrty or Grifiti'Eeague has Twen- 
ty Se!ven ; that of Gitds Bonfe Two 
ahd Twenty ; and that of the ten Ju- 
rifltrttfons rourneeti ; which makes in 
all Sitfty Three/Thus all Refblurions 
abduY their PuHick Affairs, are deter- 
mined by the Plurality of Voices; that 
KvtKt? tiatiR VoicesiheachCommunity 
from «?hc Opinion of that Commu- 
nity,' as the Votes of the Plurality q( 
the Communities form the Refolutt- 
on ef ttte Reputllick, upon the mar- 
tyr in Quettioil. - ; 

• Each of thtfe (bdm^mutritjes isga- 
verne'd by its own 'Municipal 1 Laws 
a&TCirftoms, chufes its own M'agl- 
ftrwtes'i arndre a fort of Petty Sove- 
reignty, like the Cities in Hollan d.The 

feveral 



'Appendix* 2x3 

fcveral Communities of eaeh League 
have their Provincial Diets, formed 
by a Deputy from each Community ; 
Where they arirttHrtly chufe their Head 
or Chief, with other Gffiders of that 
Particular League, and do *not ill re- 
ferable the Provincial States of the 
Vnited Trtvltkes. * j{ . '! 
f Befides the Particular Di^tt, which 
confider only of the Affairs of their 
own League, there are four Sorts of 
Diets or Corigreffes in trfe among 
them, compofed of Deputies from an 
the Three Leagues, whiph meet a* 
be/at the Affirirs'df the RepubHck,as 
often. as Occafion requires; •"'•' * 

- The Chief Affertbly callc^,k Gene- 
ral Diet, is cotopofed of a deputy 
from every Community, that 4jas £ 
Vote, befides -the three Chiefs 5 and 
is held once a Year in ''4a£h of the 
Three Leagues byturnsi :: tflf f Chiefof 
the League, 1 where the Diet is held; 
always prefiding. The iised time of 
the Meeting of this Dtet^i?* towards 
the end of Angst ft. Its chief Rufinefs, 
befides any Extraordinary Affair* 
that may happen, is, to heart, a jf Suits, 
and examine the Pubficfc Accounts? 
which Matters ufually taki£ up about 
Three Weeks time. The 
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The Second is a Half-Diet, is it is 
called, confuting of half the Number 
of Deputies; fo that two Communi- 
ties fend but one Deputy between 
them, ; which they agree, to chufe by 
Turns.. This Half-Diet has no fix'd 
Time; of meeting, being convened 
only when it is thought neceffary. 'j- 

The Third is called a Congrefs, 
confifliijgonly of Thr^e Deputies for 
each League, befides -the Chiefs.. 1$ 
ufually meets once a Year, about the 
Beginning; of Marcfa for the ordina. 

Si Affairs. of the Government, and is 
ways held at Coire,, as well as the 
other puBlick Meetings, except the 
General Diet, but more for Conyeni- 
ency, than from any Right annexed to 
that CitKjj •: ■ .« 

I The Fourth is a Meeting only of 
the 1 efs of the Leaguqs, who 

alien : little time before, the 

Gen; to prepare^Matters for 

their tion. _, r jf' . 

But it, is to be, noted,-, that befides 
the Hated Times of Meeting,, any of 
rjiefe. Affetnblies are fummoned ex- 
traordinarily, as often as the Dome/ 
ilick .Afiairs.of the Government re r 
quire if i, or any foreign tyhnifter, whfl 
has 
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"his Any Matter to propofe to them, 
demands it. -' 

However, in all thefe Meetings, the 
Deputies are (o ty'd up by their In- 
ftru&ions, that they cannot by thera- 
f elves take a final Refolution upon a- 
riy Matter in Debate: They can only 
deliberate upon it, and report their 
Opinions to their Principals, who de- 
bate the Matter anew in their feveral 
Communities, and decide the Que- 
ftion by the Plurality of Voices, each 
Community fending up its Opinion in 
Writing to the next Congrefs, when 
the Refolution of the State is form'd 
by the Votes of the Plurality of the 
Communities. 

Thus it appears, that the Sovereign- 
ty refides iatirely in the Body of the 
People: However, as the Communi- 
ties generally chufe the ableft Men for 
their Deputies, it feidom happens, that 
any Community, upon the Report of 
its Deputy, gives its Vote contrary to 
his Opinion; fo that in Effeft, this 
Republick is govern'd by a few Lead- 
ing Men. Yet fuch of them, as have 
engaged the People in bad, or (which 
is all one with the Multitude) in un- 
fuccefsful Meafures, have often paid 

Q for 
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for jt with their He«<is> «s jrelj *as 
' in the Petty Cantons. 

Both the Reformed and .the Roman 
Catholick Religions are toieiatjea jn 
the Three Leagues ; JJuf as t)ie Pjio- 
teftants rnake at Jeaft two TJur.d? pf 
the People, and that «ll their. fteibiij- 
riqrjs are decided by fbs Plurality pf 
'Voices, this Reputyick Jnay tie, deq- 
me3 a Proteftam gtate; «d of a)' 
the .(jantons, is only allied to Zi/tptfr 
and Berne. 

They (iaye but two Ba jlliages within 
the'Coinpafs of flje Tbr e ?. L Mgn?s» 
which' afe Atejei/feltf and Mlffaftfi 
to which they feud new Govftrnojp 
every two V 
eight or pine 
live "fyieetife, 
Bormioanjl C 
Provinces, fori 
punchy of M 
£ered, and 5 
by the Sforza'. 
of it, in confid 
Services, rnuc 
that the Four 

given to the Sipitszen for the faroe 
Reafon. 

Thefe 
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TMe tKrfee Provinces arebfrjberi 
•1* SuMtas of the 'CHjtUt, and lave 
■ho Share fo tWSr tt&Wmetit. The 
tnhatfita'nts are ill . of the Cath'olicfc 
Religions and/<rch Care, is taken' to 
prevent any Mixiure of PW|teftants. 
.that by tne Treaties between the Kings 
faf Sf'iM is Dukes 'of Bkt and the 
i3H/3*j i it has beed always fflplilatfed; 
'» That h3 I'rbtefta'nt Ail! inhabit 
' ' tftef e above Six Weeks in theYear ; 
" daring wHlch Time he ff 
'• no KxWfcife of his Religtoi 
«« Governors ttleMelves be 
" xii to much as to fee'ip 
•' laiA iii their Htftries. Bn 
Treaty expired with King Charles th'A 
Sdcond, lite Kiirtg of .Watt.itiisfcarce 
believed, the iln/His wffl.tehew' it 
upbrt fo bird a Eohditidn. 
' *P,He rW^/M*tdhfltts.bilt df One" 
forge" VaHeV of abdttt Teii L^aiu^ 
fotig, trVcr' It is Bite of trie nVo'ft ftoit- 
ful nV the WdrU. It pYod-HceS CdttJ, 
Wife.enHna' Frails', at! moffi delict 
Mis irr their' Kinds, "t He two 1 other 
Counties UfChmMb Hi MoHnid are 
likewife very ftrfiW,. Bdt not in ft' 
ireat a- f)«fefe". The' Vaittlinc 
% I CdunWfaJ valuable, for its 
Q i being 
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being a Paffage between Germany and 
Italy, as for its Fertility; and is of 
;reat Conveniency, for prefervingthe 
imperors Communication between 
German)/ and Milan. Whether the 
Houie of Auftria* or King of Trance 
fliould have the Key of thofe Pafles 
was a Queftion, which armed a great 
Part of Europe in the laft Age, and 
occafion'd the War of the Valteline, 
which lafted near twenty Years, from 
1610, to about 1646: Wherein at laft 
the Houfe of Aufiria got the better ; 
and the Liberty of ufing thofe PafTes, 
was granted to the King oi Spain by 
the Treaty or Capitulate of Milan, 
"made in 1639, 

It is to be obferved, that botji the 
two Bailliagesin the three Leagues,and 
thofe of the Valteline, and of Chia en-" 
tta and Bormio y are difpofed of by eve- 
ry Community in' its turn, and by 
them fold to the higheft Bidder : So 
rhat they are not very profitable to the 
Governors, who can raife but little 
more 'out of them, during the two 
Years of their Government, than what 
they give to purchafe them. 

The Publick RevenMes of this State 
are very (mail, tho* there be manf 

pn- 
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private Perfons in it that are rich : 
However in cafe of any extraordinary 
Emergency, they tax themfelves iq 
Proportion to the Neceffity of the Ser- 
vice, and to People's Abilities. 

Of the Counties of Neufchatel and 

Valangin. 

HTHESE two Counties, tho' in 
■* fome manner independent one of 
another, as to their Government; yet 
are otherways fo united, that they are 
always fubjeft to the fame Prince, 
and together form a little Sovereign- 
ty of about Twelve Leagues in 
Length from Nortfi to South, and of 
about Sixth in Breadth, and is (itua- 
ted between the County of Burgundy 
and the Canton of Berne, the City of 
Neufcbate I fand'mg upon the Lake of 
that Name. The Soil of the Country 
is generally (tony, but produces the 
beft Wines of Switzerland; from the 
Sale whereof proceed the fureft Reve- 
nues of its Inhabitants. Not only the 
natural Tongue of the People is French, 
but their Humours and Manners par- 
take much more of that, than of the 
German Nation : So that having gene- 

Q 3 rally 



r$y more Vivacity than the reft of.the 
Swkzers, and not being wholly ex- 
empt from Vanity, they are ufualfy 
called triflailkry, The Ga/cotfs ofJk^- 
g,erland. 

This Country has always been fub* 
jeft to Princes ; but the People have 
conftantly enjoy'd under them fo great 
Privileges, that they may jufUy be 
called Free. Upon the Death of the, 
Dutchefs of Nemours in 1707, who 
was the lift Countefs of Neufcbatel, 
p& Heirefs of the Houfe of Longue- 
ville, the States of the Country ad- 
judged the Sovereignty of it to the 
late King of Pruffia, as Heir by his 
Mother to the Houfe of 0r*»£*,whjoh f 
derived its 'title t<fc NeufcbateJ from 
the Marriage of one of its Princes 
with the Heirefs of the Houfe of Cha- 
fthns, the direft Sovereign of thofe 
Two Counties. There were at that 
time feveral Competitors to. this So-/ 
vereignty, defcended from the Houfe 
of tangueville ; upon which Title they 
grounded their Pretenfions, and cal-> 
Jed themfelves Heirs by Blood : But 
the States, upon full Examination, 
found, that the Houfe of L,9ngueviU 
\* had no Legal one to it, as having 

Bever 
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tfeWr~beeit called ro fucceed bf rife 
Jttveffittfresf granted- by tfie Boufc df 
CfabhH*, wfieSeof Neufthatel \tf& ah 
undouted Fief; and thertffon^ c^cta-fl- 
edUt rtfvertcd td^Heitfsof ChatWoufe. 
The' V&ttfidri Author, of whotri 
I fofhletfy iteade JVfentidriV f^ealfr. 
ing bf rftis? Matter, fa?Sj tftatf the 
GoUrit¥y of Meiifthateh Kawrig bee A 
brice a Fief of tHe : EmpiHy gran- 
ted Ed* tfte< Motlfd of €hadUiis\> nSUrt 
neceflatffy be fd ftffl-; othepv^fe"' the 1 
King of Pruffias Title falls t& the 1 
Grounds and* that, if it be afcknow- 
ledgetf to-be'a ffitPbf tHe finp'tfe/x* b6- ; 
longs'to theErtjpsStfw td give rhe Irive- 
ftiiure td whdnVhej^fevWhich'Righf 
fife 1 dannbt' renVjdnbe vtf tHouti t&fe Cdni' 
fcnt of the Whdte Rntyi*e>. But' itf 
A'nfwer to- that Objection j Tileed" on- 
ly fay, that N'e&fSatelis part'df Swif- 
ZitHand\ atid ; that S-wit zter'laiftl>\k'i htir/ 
dnly been •afltarfly independent' df tl¥e* 
Emftt>& fdr fe v^rat Ages, bur former^- 
ly declared (b by the EtHfire ic felf at' 
the Treaty oi'fVeftfhaliit: Tho* if his ' 
Doftrine be" generally true, that Fiefs' 
df 'the Ettijtifk cahnot be' legally alie- 
nated without 'the ; Content of the/fo^ 
fire y I doubt he will be extreanily' 

Q^4 puzzled, 
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puzzled to prove the Title of the Re- 
publick of Venice to the greateit Part 
of their Territories in the Ihrra Fir- 
ma of Italy. 

The former Counts of Neufchatel 
had always a Governor refiding there, 
affiled by a Council of State ; but the 
King of TruJJla has yet fent none, 
leaving hitherto the Management of 
Affairs to that Council ; thb* its pro- 
bable he will think it proper, e'er it 
be long, to employ one with that 
Character. 

The City of Neufchatel is governed 
by a Council of Sixty Burghers, and, 
as I faid before, enjoy fo great Pri- 
vileges, that they are almoft In* 
dependent. One of which is, that 
they are Com -Burghers or Fellow-Ci- 
tizens with the Canton of Berne; 
which is not only their particular 
Protedor, but the declared Arbitra* 
tor of all Differences arifing between 
their Prince and Them. So that, as 
it is the Intereft of that Canton to 
maintain them in their Freedom, and 
more efpecially was fo, while they 
were under Catholick Princes, Berne 
generally fupports them in all Difputes 

with their Prince. 

The 
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> The People are all of the Reform- 
ed Religion, except two (mall V illages, 
called Crefier and Lander on* where 
they are Catholicks. The Counts of 
Neufchatel were formerly Allied to the 
Cantons of Berne* Lucerne* Soleurre 
and Fribourg; but fijice the States have 
given the Inveftiture to the King of 
Pruffia* that Alliance feems to be dropt 
with all but Berne ; and'tisaQueftion, 
whether it will ever be renewed with 
the other Three. 

Of the Abbot and City of St. Gal. 

THE Abbot of St. Galls Head of 
a Convent of Bened i&ine Monks, 
which from a fmall Beginning is in- 
creased to Great Power and Riches, 
iafomuch that the Abbot is now Sove- 
reign of a confiderable Diftrift of Coun- 
try, called, The 'Patrimony of St. Gal* 
lying between the Canton of Zurich 
and the Lake of Conftance*, befides the 
County of Tockenbourg* which is con- 
tiguous to it, and was purchafed by 
one of his Predcceflbrs for a trivial \ 
Sum. He aflumes like wife the Title . 
of Prince of the Empire 9 * but having 
neither Vote nor Seflion in their Diets; 

his 
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his Rank there is meerly Trtiriat*. "the 
'Abbots of to: Gad were formerly So- 
vereigns of the Cfttyof that Name, aritf 
«# good Paw of the Canton- of Apfett- 
xel; bat both the one and the other 
bought their Freedom ; fo that they 
have at prefent no- manner of Depen- 
dence upon him ; the City, of St\ Gal 
now forming a little Commonwealth- 
without any Territory. The Sove- 
reignty reticles in a- Great and Little 
Council, as in all the Cities of Swit- 
xerlaud, but leaning to the Ariftocra- 
tical Kind. It is one of the molt trad- 
ing Towns of the whole Country, and 
and is particularly Famous- for Linden 
Cloth. Both the: Abbot and the City 
of St: GaJhzve the Privilege of fend- 
ing. Deputies to the General Diets 
of the Thirteen- Cantons, who- have 
Seffion there, but no Vote; the Ab- 
bot being United by his Religion 
to the Catholicbs, as the City- of St. 
Gal is to. the Protectants, all its Inha- 
bitants being of the Reformed Reli- 
gion. The Four Cantons, that are 
particularly allied to the Abbot, are 
Zurich-, Lucerne, Schwitzz and G /arts, 
who are infome Manner the Prote&ors 
of the Convent; and the City of ^. Gal' 

is 



i£ Grift'y allied to the; ProteftaptCafth 
tons. 

, The ^Lbbol* of «J3f. <S*Z has mads * 
gr ( eat Noifeirk the? World of latgYsacs, 
by t;be cuijeyrences that have arifen ( a> 
bout the; Privileges of his Subjefts- of 
the Cbunty of Tackenbaur.^, and bet 
caufc few People axe' well informed of 
that Difpute,, I think it, may not be a* 
mifs, to give the Reader fqme Aggoww 
of the State of that Matter. 

The laft Qqunt of To^k&nbourg, bail- 
ing no Heir, of his Family, out of Love 
to nis Subje&s,, granted them- fo great 
Privileges, before, his Death,, that he 
made them in. a. manner- a Free Pec 
pie. Among the reft, he gave them 
the Liberty of making Municipal 
Laws for their, own Government,, of 
chufing their. Magi Urates and Officers, 
of. entring into an Aflbciation for their 
Defence, which every Body in. the 
Country took, an Oath to maintain; 
and for the further Security and Cor- 
roboration of thefe Privileges,.hegave 
them leaye to enter into a Treaty of 
Comburgexfhip with the Canton of 
Glorify in order to engage that: Can- 
ton t o fuppor t them in their Rights, as 

their Fellow-Burghers. According. to* 

thefe 
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thefe Regulations, the Sovereignty 
was fo clipped, that there was little 
more left for his Succeffor, than the 
Right of collecting the Revenues, that 
made part of the Regalia* together with 
the Power of obliging the Subjects to 
fervehim in his Wars.This was theState 
of theCountry, when the Count of Tock- 
enbourg&ytdi\n i43^,and wasfucceed- 
ed by tne Counts of Raren y h\s Heirs at 
Law. Soon after his Death, all thefe 
Regulations were put in Execution ; 
and particularly the Treaty of Combur- 
gerfnip was made with the Canton of 
Glartsy with the Knowledge and Con- 
fent of the Counts of Raren, who ra- 
tified it, and after having kept this 
Country above Thirty Years, fold it 
to the Abbot of St. Gal in 1469, but 
with an exprefs Refervation of all the 
Rights and Privileges of thelnhabitants: 
To which the Abbot not only confent- 
ed, but ratified them anew himfelf. 
However, he had m foonermade this 
Purchafe, but he endeavoured, contra- 
ry to his Engagements, to abolifli 
thefe new Privileges. Thegreateft Di- 
ficultyhe found in his way, was the 
Treaty 6f Comburgerfhip with Glaris, 
which engaged that Canton to fupport 

them 
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them in their Rights : Wherefore all 
his Arts and Skill were employee} in 
detaching Glaris from their Intercity 
concluding, he could eafily get the 
better of them, if they were left to 
themfelves. The firfl: Step he tirade 
towards ix, was,tooppofe the^pewal 
oftheTreatyofComburger(hip,which, 
by the Tenour of the Treaty it felf, 
ought to be renewed every Teu Years, * 
but not being able. t$ hinder jt,ftegot 
the, Canton of tchwitkto be admitted 
into a Sort of Partnerihip, and thofe 
two Cantons declared Joint-Arbitra^ 
tors of all Differences, that ihould a- 
rife between him and the People of 
Tockenbourg about their Privileges. It 
would be endlefs to enumerate all the 
Arts, that have been fince ufed by him 
and hisSuccefTors,tq render this Trea- 
ty of Comburgerfliip ineffectual: Not- 
withftanding which, Glaris continued 
conftantly to fupport the Tockenburgh- 
ers; info much that of late Years, the 
Abbot brought his Complaints againlt 
that Canton before the General Diet, 
and a^cufed them of abetting the Tock- 
enburghers in Rebellion againft their 
Sovereign. The Deputies of Glaris 
alledg'd in their Defence, that they had. 

done 



ttotte ttdttoing, bu* tfhat wto fegre&btfc 
totbeTtftdiif'ciFthe f r&ty xtf Cdfti- 
bWg^lhib, allotted \aA approved t)f 
tfy ti&e Abbot* toetaftilves ; irtid fet 
fbrth fo painty the Juflfcebf ihfeir 
C*ufe, tbat alt ittdiflerent fcfffotis ab^ 
proved their Proceedings. Hdtoevefr; 

ft* tht Pfeftmtibrt tif Peace in the" 

ffchttitk&(r<fy>mty Eridtiavdurs tver* 

pdfc this DiffeWrieti but tfithbtft Suc- 
teftr k fhe ttifcatf thne, the.Abbdt 

fbtfftd *#tys of #titttofg over tb Hlsl ftr- 
tei»eft, ttai L^acftftg Mdh df tfoe Carif Oil 
of StlwitJb, and fbttfc of 4 the 4 Cfcthd- 
fick* df -0/*W/;.'by Mich ftftittJ^tM 

Ticte*it$fotf woe! ftbt onto depri- 
ved of tteir ttlMPrbttrffcrflri, but etitr- 
*«tttted Hi afl rtteiv Dtfmites t^fth Hhh 
bf thofe twa Carton's >lb tFtot thfe Ab- 
s txrthaVtog cw off that Reriti^dy ftdtfe 
ihetily begatri td Ktfef clfe a Soft bf Af; 
bfttary Power iti thtf Cttti^fy, diid 
ottenty Vfolsrted aff their" Privileges. 
Tfte Pedpfe fly to their" ultral PrdteJcl:- 

ott for Relief, but fititfhig thetfi oMfte 

changed, they have 1 .f WoOffe to' the 
T#d Ptowftattt CatiTdik 6f ,&#•/&& 
and" £^tf#. Thtffe Ttfd Cant'otts, a*s 
Weft fot Reafoto df State, a* of Reli- 
gion, 
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. £U)fl, ^fpanfc ' their C«ufe, and fcad 
. a Solemn pepatatjoa sto the Abbar, 
_ .to exhort him t^redf^s what had be«n 
. dofte irregularly, and to maintain them 
. for the ftw uje ija their Religious and Ci- 
vil Rights, contained in a Particular 
Mewprial.w^ichtheydeliwred to trim 
. $l jke ftme time. The Abbot refufes 
. positively, to refto«e rheir Privdkgcs 
. upon the foot zomrived in the Me- 
morial : Wtef&vpon <he Deputies of 
*he tiyo Cwtom^p ipttMhe Country 
tbemfetyes, put all thing* again upon 
the -old Foot, ppomife the People tbek 
Prpteftion, in <?afe of any ne w V iolence, 
iand fo retqrn home. Upan this, the 
Abb#t complwns again to the Diet of 
thetwp Ca«tor»s: And as Religion is 
in fop** Meafyre qojiceraed in the 
Difpute, it; feqn became, a Party-Caufe 
in the Piet» the Catholicks, maintain^ 
log the Abbot, and the Protectants £be 
Tdckexhtfrgfors- However, finding the 
^W9. Cantons of Zttrtih and Berne 
WQuH not withdraw th/ai* Protection 
from, tfoofg People, the Abbot, to take 
aJ! furi, her, Cognizance of the Matter 
from the DJQt, . bethinks himfelf, as 
hi& laA Sbjift, of declaring, tip. them, 
fhat the Qawfcry of Tfockenjmirg. was 

a 
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a Fief of the Empire ; that the Empefbr 
had the fole Right of deciding any Di- 
fputes, that might arife 'about it ;and par- 
ticularly, that the Two Cantons of Zu- 
rich ^nA BernehzA no Right to concern 
themfelves in that Matter. Upon this 
Declaration, the! Diet broke up, that 
was convened in 1708; and tho* fe- 
veral fucceeding Ones have endea- 
voured to compofe the 4 Difference by 
divers- Expedients propofed, yet the 
Abbot would kearken to none, ili\\ 
infilling* that it Vvas a Fief of the Em- 
pire, whereof he had lately taken the 
Inveftiture from the Emperor, to whom 
alone theCognizanoeof this Differen :e 
did belong. This Difpute continued in 
the fame uncertain' State 'till April 
1711; at which time, the Abbot fent 
fome Troops, which he had hired, 
into the County of -Tockenbourg, to 
fubdue thofe People. They apply 
themfelves again to Zurich and Berne % 
who immediately march Troops to 
their Succour, arid fo the War began 
between them and the Abbot of St. 
Gal, with his Confederals the Five 
Cantons of Lucerne ^^Ory, Schwitz, 
Vnderwatd and ZugK Wherein the 
Proteftadrs beat theCithoHcks in two 

pitched 
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pitch'd Battles, took from them the 
County of Baden* and feveral other 
Places, which were yielded to them 
by the Treaty of Peace made in Au- 
guft following. As for the Abbot him- 
felf, the two Cantons at the fame time 
feized all his Country, whereof they 
ftill remain in Pofleflion : Nor is it like- 
ly they will reftore it, till the Abbot 
ratifies the Treaty of Peace figned by 
^Plenipotentiaries at Rofthach in April 
1 7 14; by which Treaty the People of 
Tockenbourg are confirmed, more fo- 
lemnly than ever, in their Privileges, 
and tne two Cantons of Zurich and 
Berne declared Guarantees of them. 

All I (hall fay further about the Con- 
vent of St. Ga/ 9 is, that tho' it be a 
very rich One, yet the Abbot of it. 
can make but a very poor Figure, as 
a Sovereign Prince ; and is wholly un- 
able to maintain any War with his 
Neighbours, without the A fliftance of 
good Allies. 

Of the Republick of Valais. 

HT H E Valefians, or People of Va- 

■*• lais, inhabit a Country, that takes 

its Name from one Great Valley, where-^ 

R of 



i^t Appendix. 

ofitconfifts. It reaches from the Mourn 
tain called LaFourche> where theRhone 
takes its Source, to the L$ke of Geneva, 
and is divided by that River, Which 
runs thro' the middle of it, arid often o- 
verflows a great Part of the Country, 

This Valley is fituated between the 
Canton of Berne and Savoy ^ but is di- 
vided from them by yaft high Moun- 
tains, whereof the Tops are always co- 
vered with Show; hqwever they af- 
ford Pafturefpr great Numbers of Cat- 
tle in Summer, aqd, the Valley pro- 
duces Corn, Wine, and De}ipiousF]rujts. 
* The Capital of it is Syon, the seat of a 
Bifliop, whois a Pritice of the f ^mplre f 
and \yas foimedy th^ Sovereign of a 
good P*art of the Country ; tjut his Denv- 
er dwindled aiway By Degrees, and 
a Common wealth rofe put of the Ruins 
of it. However, he *is ftili in much 
greater Authority ttian the Bifljbp of 
Coire> prefides in their Coupcilp as 
their Head, and has a great Influence 
in the Management of their Affairs. 

The Country is divided into the 
fypperValais and Lower $ whereof the 
. former is fubdjyided into Seyen ^de- 
pendent Communities, like thoCe of 
the Gtijbnsi arid the latter into Six 
Upon the Deftru&ion of the Bifliop 6f 

Syon $ 
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tiyotfs Pbwer, the Inhabitants of the 
hjpper and Lower VaaisfeW out among 
tnemfelves about the Sovereignty of 
the Country; in which Cohteft, the 
typerV&lais got the better by their 
Arms* and have ever fince remained 
the Matters ; tho' the People of the 
Lower Palais enjoy gffeat Privileges 
tinder them. The Seven Communi- 
ties of the Vpj>er Valais fend Depu- 
ties to their piets, as the Grijbns;zn& 
their Commonwealth is governed hi 
the fame manner. 

The Falejians are the moft ancient 
Allies of the Canton of Berne \ but 
the latter having embraced the Refor- 
mation, and the former continuing 
Catholicks, the Difference of Religion 
has broke the bands of their Fiiend- 
fhip: So that, tho* the Alliance beiUll 
in force, the Valejians have fince made 
2 new One with the Catholick Can- 
tons; to whom they are more clofely 
United by their Zeal for Religion. 

Of the City of Geneva, 

T^HlS City is fo well known, and 

*» has been fo often defcribed by 

Travellers, that it would be a need- 

R % lefs x 
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lefs Work for me to give a particular 
Account of it. Every Body knows, 
that it is a little Republick, with 
a fmall Territory, fituated between 
France and Savoy, at the Head of 
the Lake that bears its Name ; and 
that it is the largeft, as well as the mod: 
flourishing City in Switzerland* whofe 
Inhabitants are no lefs Ingenious than 
Induftrious, and equally cultivate both 
Trade and Letters. 

The Bifliop of Geneva had former- 
ly great Power, if not the Sovereign- 
ty of the City; but upon the Refor- 
mation he loll that, and his Bi (hop- 
rick together. The Pope indeed (till 
continues to nominate a Bifliop of Ge- 
neva, as well as of Laufanne, and o- 
ther Places in the Hands of the Pro- 
teftants ; but they are Bifliopricks that 
yield no more Revenue, than thofe 
he difpofes of in T art i bus Infidelium. 

Their prefent Government is much 
_ the fame, as in the other Cities of Swit- 
zerland, confiding of a Great and Lit- 
tle Council, the Firit of Two hundred, 
and the Secondof Twenty five, befides a 
ThirdCoun :il of Sixty Members, which 
are drawn out of the Great One, They 
feem'd to lean too much to the A- 

rifto- 
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riflocratical kind, which occafioned 
fome late Diforders in their Govern- 
ment, that were pacified by the Inter- 
position of the Cantons of Zurich znd 
Berne. By that Pacification > the Bo* 
dy of the Citizens was admitted to a 
greater Share in the Government, than 
it had enjoyed for fome Years laftpaft; 
which they pretend, has only reftored 
it to its Original Form, by retrench- 
ing the Power, which the leading Men 
had ufurped in a long Courfe of 
Time. 

This little Republick was formerly 
allied to fome Catholick, as well as 
Proteftant Cantons ; but fince the Re- 
formation, the Catholicks have tacitly 
at lead renounced their Alliance ; fo 
that at prefent they are ftriftly allied 
only to Zurich and Berne. 

Of the City of Bienne. 

HP HIS little Town is fituated at 
-■• the Head of the Lake of that 
Name, between the Cantons of Berne 
and Soleurre, the County of Neujcha- 
tely and the Biflhop of Torentru's Coun- 
try. That Bifhop has a fort of Sove- 
reignty over them, but fo limited, that 

they 
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th©^ may be reckoned a FtW People* 
being governed by their cwn Laws and 
Magiftrates, independent oftfie Bifliqp. 
His Richts conflit only in fome ftiiafff 
Revenues f and the Obligation the^eo- 
>le are under, of fervinV him for his 
lefence, provided it bb not agairi£| thef 
Canton of Berne : For in that cafe, they 
are obliged to ftand Neuter. TheRea- 
fon of this Exception is* becaufe the In- 
habitants of Btenne are Fellow-Citl- 
zens and Gomburghers of the Canton 
of Berne ; and as t hey are of the Re- 
formed Religion, one may juttly lay* 
they are maintained, both in their Ci- 
vil and Religious Rights, by the Pro- 
te&ion of that Cap ton. 

Of the City of Mulhaii|en* 

THIS City, with a very fmall Di- 
ftrift of Country round it, is a; 
Petty Commonwealth, which makes 
Part of the Helvetick Body ; tho 7 it lye 
out of {he Limits of Switzerland* be- 
ing fituated upon ttje River /// in the 
Upper Alpitia* near BagiL 

'lts'Iqhabitants eipbiaced the&efqr- 
matiopat.thefame time as Bazih upon 
which Account, the two Cities en- 
tered 
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tered into a Treaty of Comburgerfliip, f 

and by that Means Mulhaujen became 
a Member of the Helvetick Body> 
tho' more ftri&ly united to the Pro- 
tectants. Upon which Occafion, it may 
not be improper to make this general 
Obfervation, that whatever Treaties 
or Alliances may fubfift between Pro- 
teftant and Catholick States in Swit- * 
zerlandy one may furely reckon, they 
will not be executed in cafe of a Rup- 
ture : Then each Member will certain- 
ly adhere to thofe of his own Religi- 
on, whatever be the Ground of the 
Quarrel ; and Switzerland will know 
no other Divifion, than that of Prp* 
teftant and Catholick. 



FINIS. 



/ 






* J 



